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good miners make poor prospectors. Pros-
peeting is a kind of work for which some
men are particularly adapted, and because
they lead a nomadic life it is no reason that
they are not as good citizens as those living
in o town for years. They ave the pioneers
of the mining camps, and seive a most
useful purpose since the vesult of tLar
seavches is the basis of the mining system.
—The Press, Idaho.

America has long been celebrated among
mineralogists as the home of cnormons
crystals; and the prodigious specimens ot
apatite, beryl, and other minerals, have been
the subject of wonderment. But for size
the crystals of spedumene exposed in the
excavations upon the Etta tin mine, in Pen-
nington county, Dakota, carry oft the palm,
Prolessor Blake, reporting on the subject, is
authority for the statement that one of
these crystals is thivty-x feet in length in
a straight lire, and from one to three feet in
thickness. The cleavage is smooth and
straight, but the lateral and terminal planes
are obseure. Crystals from five to twenty
feet long are numerous, and recline in all
directions.

Notice has appeaved in the Canada
Guzette that applieation will be made for
Letters Patent of incorporation, under “The
Canada Joint Stock Companies Act, 1877,"
for the “North America Mica Company,”
with £1,000,000 capital stock, divided into
ten thousand shares of one hundred dollars
cach. The names and residences of the ap-
plicants are :—D. L. McArthur, Winnipey ;
W. S. McLennan, Winnipeg; W. I Boyle,
Winnipeg; James Fisher, Winnipeg ; Alex.
Matheson, Rat Portage ; Geo. McPherson, sr,
Anabaskasing Bay; J. (" Hunter, Duluth,
Minn ; A R Macfarlane, Duluth, and A
M. Monrtison, Duluth. The head oflice of
the company is to be Winnipeg, and its
oLject is to develop the mica, ashestos and
other mineral resources of the land it holds
or way acquire in Ontario, Manitoba and the
North-West Territories.

THE PHOSPHATE TRADE.

—

This has been a season of unusual activ-
ity at the phosphate mines of the du Lievre
River district, and miners have met with
much encouragement. The large increase
in the output of the more important mines
is evidence that Canadian phosphate is
coming more and more into demand as the
mineral becomes Dbetter known and that
mine owners are not dissatisfied with the
present market price.  True it is that some
years ago the price paid in England for our
phosphate was a good deal higher than it
1s now, but the margin of profit to produc-
ers was then little, if any, greater. The
cost of transportation in former days added
guite two dollars per ton for delivery at
points of shipment, and ocean freights ruled
much higher than they do to-day. Now
the increased railway accommodation and
summer transportation on the du Lievre
river have reduced the cost of delivery from
the mines to Montreal to a minimum,

Ocean freight, a few years ago, could not be
relied on at less than fifteen shillings a ton
while for the past two years cight shillings
has been the highest paid,and tive shillings
may be said to have been the average rate;
0 that by the reduction in transportation
~aarges the outpub of our mines can now be
Iaid down in London, Liverpool and other
British ports at about 2450 per ton less
than formerly.
sate for a considerable falling off in values
But it is not at all likely that the phos-
phate market will remain sluggish, if it can
be styled so at the present time; it is only
in sympathy with general trade which is
characterized, the world over, as being
greatly depressed; and it has this ad-
vantage, there is a demand for every pound
of mineral that can be produced, at a price
that shows a margin of profit of from 75
to 100 per cant. on the cost of production.
That an inereased demand for Canadian
phosphate is imminent there exists not the
slightest doubt ; the high grade of the min-
eral has Lrought it much into favour in
Germany and France, in which countries
there is an increasing consumption, and in
England our phosphate is now better
kunown than it was when shipments did
not exceed four or five thousaud tons annu-
all,. A letter recently received from one
of our mine owners, dated London, gives a
most encouraging report of the probable
futtire for the product of our mines in that
market. He says: “Tam much encomr-
aged as to the future demand for Canadian
phosphate. The objections which were to
be enconntered on all sides a fow years ago
have now subsided, and the difficulties that
had been met with in its use have for ever
been overcome. A low grade Belgian phos-
phate, soft and of a dull shade, is coming
largely into use here in England, which is
found to combine well with Canadian, and
a large supply of the latter is wanted for
this purpose. Demand is not limited, but
prices, thongh steady, are in sympathy
with the depressed state of all agricultural
markets. There is some question as to the
continuance of the supply of Spanish phos-
phate, and this together with the high cost
of Norwegian, favoursan increased demand
and higher prices for Canadian in the
future,
THE MINES.

To describe the mines now would be but to
repeat what we published in owr last nunber.
They ave all irwning out ove in large quantity
and duing excellent work towards furrher de-
velopment.  The deep workings are all showing
immense bodics of mineral which in every
instance is found to be purer and more free
from admixture with foreign matter than ave
the deposits near the surface, and hence there is
& great saving of Jabor in cobbing and dressing
the ontput.  The production of the wmore im-
portant miunes in the distiict for July and
August has been most satisfuctory.

T'he Lmerald, with an average force of 80
men, all told, has produced an aggregate of
1,460 tons during the past two months.

The North Star, with a force of 65 men, in-
cluding all classes of workmen, has produced
1,210 tous.

Star il Mine, during the past two months
has given employment to an averago force of
102 men and has turned out 1,211 tons,

This in itself will compen-’

Irigh Rock Mine, with 130 men employed fov
the last two months has mined and dressed
1,380 tons, making a total output, for the months
of July and August, for the four mines of 5,26+
gross tong with a force aggregating 377 men.

The Litle Rupids mine, of which we gave a
full description lagt month, continues to im-
prove with development, and although but a
sinall force is employed the monthly output is
more than suflicient to cover all expenditure for
the large amount of dead work that is being
done in opening up new veins, It may be said
that there is no mining bLeing actually done
here, the object being to thoroughly prospect the
deposits beforo uttacking the bodies of mineral
of which there ave several thousands of tons in
sight in the shafts and open workings, Build-
ings are being crected for the accommodation of
a large number of miners and other improve-
ments are being made for the advantageous hand-
ling of the output of the mine.

The Gold /1l mine has been quite recently
opencd in the Gore of Templeton and promises
to develop well.  Work was begun on this
property on Angust 5th with a force of 15 men
and alveady upwards of 50 tons have lLeen for-
warded to point of shipment.

The mines of the Du Liévre district have
been visited during the summer by o large nam-
ber of strangers from the United States, Eng-
land and Luropa, all of whom have expressed
much surprise at their condition and the large
quantity of phosphate they ave producing. The
quality tof the miueral also hag been very
highly spoken of by these visitors and a great
futuve for the industry predicted by them.

PHOSPHATN QUOTATIONS.

The foreign mavket remains steady and prices
have not varied since last veport. The market
continues firm at 1s. 3d. for 73 per cent,, a fifth
of a penny rise, ex-ship London and Liverpool.

OCEAN FREIGHT,

Little vaviation has been veported during the
summer months; S.8. vates from Montreal Lo
Liverpool and London varying from 6 to 8
shillings per {on.

PUOPHUATE SHIPHENTS from MONTREAL for JULY and AUGUST,

Date. Vessel Destinat'n. Slﬁ"'}:”"@?r Tons.
July 38.8. Ontario... {Liverpool..{lomor,Robr £ Cot 370
*7 §;8.8. Beaubrach. .{London.... Wilson & Green.] 233
* G'SE Henbrach |7 T L L 10
08,8, Ocean Kiny “ oo Jomer,Robir £Cof 263
‘0 OSS Pristol.. .. .| Bristol.....iWileon & Green | 493
0 8.8, Elgonshire; London . ...[Tamer,Rohr £Co| 252
* 1610, Mafrsfjord,Cardiff.....fMillar & Co-. ... 3
¢ 161S.8. Carmona  {London. ... lomer,Rohr £Co} 502
* 1618.8. Moutreal. {Liverpool.- o 2
¢ 17]S S. Texas ..... . o 135
** ISIS.S. Oxenholie o . 427
RN " o . Mitlar £ Co.... .| WO
. 98.S. Esealona |London....JLomer,Rohr LCof 255
v 4SS, Scot and .. L Eewin Hoppes &cl 100
¢ 2UBarq. Merritt.  (Sharpuess. [ Wilson & Green. 45
¢ 23I8.8. Mizsissippi|liverpool. |Lomer,Rohir 8Co] 135
“ 241S.S. Sowersct..|Bristol.. ... Wilson & Green.f 3%
‘ 2418S.Storm QueeniLondon .. [A. . Cameron Zi6
25188, L. Nepigon.Liverpool..{ Wilson & Green.| 250
« 29 arg. Johanna, fjlull. . .....{Lowmer,Rolir £Co 40
¢ 20.8.8. Aslona.....[London. .. . 174
20188 Kehrweider|Hamburg. o 543
20 . " Liovro Riv. Phos] 236
¢ 20!S.S. Brooklyn. JLiverpool.-I\W, M. Knowles.] 91
3 . . " S iMillar & Co . ... 27
) A ¢ N fomer,Rohr &Col 280
Aug. ){Barg. Scotin.... v " 100
7 38.8. Eel King {London.... : 180
‘*  5IS.S, Dominion.. |Liverpool.. ‘ a7
“  §|Bavg. Achille FiPonarth Ry . 102
* 71S.8. Oregon....{Liverpool.. o 211
‘¢ BI8.S, Qachee...f T} 184
«  QIRSTY, Winnipes v Wilson & Green.y 300
“ )1313.8. Druconut. -{ondon. .. yJomer,Rohr &Co] 310
¢ 13,88, Sarnin, ... Liverpool..f o 423
151S.S. L.Champl’n o Millar & Co.....| 325
¢ 20{8.8. Montreal.. " . fHamer,Rohir &Coj 210
o 21[8.S, Qcean hing|london.... " 200

¢ 27'8.S. Carmona. - AWilson & Green. 195

Total for July and August....... veessessanes 243
o May and JURC.reeiicarnencane areee 9,317

—

Total todato «. cvveveer 00 14,500
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