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Iy increased population, and now a
1 of the year Is come at which very
freiehit in bulk of wny kind can be
o thither, save at great risk, more
teand enormous cost.  And to make
ors worse, one of these  supply
ers, which ought ou cach of {ts
ossible trips of the season to have
h food certain to be urgently nceded
ny. carred fnstead a wore mone-
profitable yet doubtful freight in
oy, of which necessity or {uxury
there scems to be a superfiufty in
"itkon,

herefore our roaders will note that
t of whiskey thero is not nearly
h of food and other necessaries for
,000 people already in the Yukon,
ote also that the deficiency cannot
be supplied before spring, it may
happen that our advice may provont
appening of not a little misory by
ature ventures in the direction of
ukon. “Keep away from Klondyke
st spring at the earllest,” is now
axim of all who kuow aught of the
ry and its present clrecumstances,
s they happen to bo impetuously
rdy and ready to imperil their lives
cessarlly and for naught.

LL KNOWN MAN’S OPINION.

A. M. Beattie, formerly oune of
uver's best known business men,

st lKootenay, declares that on the
ke considers highly satisfactory
utlook of the upper country, the
region more especially. Ho reo-
theSlocan’s future as absolutoly as-
tha more so by reason of the ract
old as well as silveris now in niany
there belng found. The ore out.
steadily increaslag, though i Mr,
¢'s opinion tho developmnent of the
is even yet in an almost initial
‘The Clondyke craze has, hesays,
little affected West Kootenay gen-
somany of the men there being
Lmtuers, who know what kind of
try and climate the Yukon owns,
't believe everything that ap-
n print concerning the Clondyke.
West Kootenay is, they think, as
good ¢cnough for them,

fall m silver i3 of course prejudi-
the Slocan and mav serve to re-
wewhat its further development ;
of the mines, howevef, can be made
sufliicutly at the lowest price to
silver has yet fallen, though they
not he worked were the figures
r to decline very greatly. The
Wt Kootenay, however, believe
¢ recent fall in silver is due less
rad cases than to & “‘bear” move-
" Un part of unscrupulous Wall
and o« ther speculators, who, so
they «n a favorable opvortuanity
ing s o q pileof millions by oper-
ras-. may be trusted to work
direction, Weltxoow 4y lntwt
the present Da

ow engaged in extousive busiuess

T'ho men who are now succeeding best
fn Weat Wootenay are practical miners,
who mostly hail from Montana.

My, -

Reattio thinks, thercfore, thut any pres. -

ont movement to restrict the
American workers of their class would

influx of '

recot! disastrousiy ou B, C. mining dee '

velopment.  ‘There arealveady too mauy
farmers in West Kootenay o trying in
vain, cquipped only with ruril experi.
ence, to mako mines ont of nothing., and

with working knowledge so slight as to !

be worth nothing. ‘fhere ave fow mines,
even in the Slocan, that will “pay from

tho grass roots,” and in most cases con- ;

siderable capital and not a littie exper-
fence are necessary concomitints of s
cassful working. Many
essentials will doubtiess leave the coun-
try disappointed, but the conntry musg
not bo held responsible for that.

Mr. Beattie also stated that in the mine
distriets of Nelson, the Slocian and ‘'rail

Creck, there has been and is much profiv |

lacking these -

b

being made in real estate. which meves .

much Letter than at the coast. ‘Lhere
has not, he says, for two years been o
single faliure in the case of West Koot
enay townsite projects, early buvers of
Rossland, ‘L'rail, Nelvon. Kaslo and Slocan
City property having almost invarizbly
made large profits. Personally he coun-
siders Buiton City, for the tawnsite of
which he is general agent, and Slocan
City as the best polnts to-day available
for carly and prolitable real estare -
vestment in the Slocan.  Business pros-
peets generally in \West Kootenay are
good, but patience, of course, s reqguis-
ite, If permanently profitable results wre
sought. Fortunas are not made in busi.
ness in a minute, eveu in gold and silver
mining territory.

Lastly, speaking politically, Mr. Beat-
tic had to say that there is at presenst no
great political excitement in West Koot-
enay. There, howeyer, he expects to
seo Provincial political issues very vigor-
ously debated uand contested at i very
early date, with special regard of conrse
to local mining interests.  * The upper
country” is, he says, fast growlng into a
very strong boy. powertui cnough to
make a very sturdy ceffort to sceure cor-
tain things that he wanuts very badly.®
This fact, speaking in an altogether non-
partisan spirit, Mr. Beattic says, it will
certainly be well for the Provineial Guv-
ernment to recognise.

AN INSANE SCHEME.

One of several exceedingly dubions
Clondyke trading and speculative com-
paunies, which promo ters are trying to
bring out in Loudon, Eug., {s u c¢razy
scheme known as the New Clondyke
Gold Finders, Limited, formed under an
authorised capiral of £18,000 by a man
named Thos. Bennett, of Holborn. ‘This
is what be receatly told « representative
of the London Datly Mail:

“I am. the managing. dl;ecior of the |
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