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a Nall ages writers regarded friend-

I ship as one of the chicf possessions
of muan. None of Cicero's writings

is more valued than that which treats
upon fricndship. Pocts have sung
about it, plilosophers have analyzed it,
novelists have romancCd about it. At ail
tines, in every place, by ail nen,
fricndship lias been and is regarded as
the softener of the asperites and as
the multiplier of the delights of liv-
ing. The verdict is unanimous, no
discordant voice is raised, no adverse
vote is given.

The truc basis of friendship is a
coniunity o> interests, a similarity
of tastes. This was illustrated in a
very happy manner by an incident in
the Franco-Prussia war. Two student .
soldiers of Prussia were quartered up-
on a French host. It requires not a
very vigorous imagination to under-
stand that their welcome was far from
warni. Sullen looks. and few words
greeted then. They were received,
not because they were wished, but be-
cause their host fcared to do ot«her-
wise. The night was stormy. Hail and
sleet were descending. Outside, as
in. ail was cheerless. As one of the
young men looked out of the window
upon the stori, lie repeated to him-
self the words of a line or two of that
ode of Horace, descriptive of a similar
>cene.

Tie host, overlearing the words,
atdded those which imediately follow,
and, advancing with extended hand
and sniling countenance, askcd if his
guest knew -Horace. For a reply the
3ouîng man repeated the rest of the
(dc. No longer sullen looks and sul-
len words grected themt, but the warm-
est and most cordial hospitality, and
what had begun so unpropitiously end-
td in a most delightful evening spent
a checrful conversation and pleasant
fcasting.

Poultryien, as well as scholars, pos-
-ess a truc basis of friendship. 'iheir
tastes and their interests are held in
tonmon. Though they may keep dif-
ierent breeds of fowls, the principles
"f breeding, the methods of care, and
tie promotion of one branch of agri-
tultural life, are of common interest.

The way for profitable and interesting
onversation is already paved for
then. There is no ice to break
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through, no fumbling after topics of
common interest, but they can pass
at once to those subjects in which they
know each is inîterested. Society, as
the world knows il, does not possess
such common topics for conversation,
and so lias established a fund of small
talk, mere driblets of nothingness, to
take their place. The society man and
the society vonan, for lack of sach
topics, are forced to speak about and
listen to subjects which bore both
hearer and speaker, and with which
they nust appear, perforce, to be de-
lighted. Ordinary society, then, whilc
it establislies a modus vivendi, does
not rnaturally result in friendship.
Friendships do arise in society, but
they arise only after the convention-
alities are swept away and topics of
real interest take their place-after a
sufficient acquaintance hab been made
to allow each to know what the other
is really interested in. Poultrymen
have, therefore, the decided advantage
in knowing from the outset the topics
of real vital interest to each other, and
where other elements like truc man-
liness and unselfishness are tot want-
ing, friendship finds a natural soil up-
on which to spring and flourish.

While men do not become poultry-
men for the sake of tie friendships
which thereby arise, this is of no
stiglt advantage to the poultrymen.
I know from personal experience that
many beautiful friendships have comie
into my life as an incident to my in-
terest in poultry breeding. And I r

'gard their friendships as sorne of the
most valuable successes of my bre. I
have been so often personally bene-
fited and have reccived such hearty
syrpathy in times of t-ial and loss
and such cordial congratulations in
timues of success, that I would be a
base ingrate if I did not recognize the
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vaine of such friendships. In this way,
if in no othler, poultry brecding has
paid me handsonely. And I am no
exception to this beautiful experience.
I know of many others, Vho have
made life-long friends through their
interest in poultry. While aIl poultry
men do not necessarily becomue per-
manent frienîds, QI have yet to find a
real fancier who was unfriendly. And
it is something, is it not, to know that
wherever you go there are friendly
hands to grasp yours and friendly
voices to utter words of good cheer?
The friendship of the fancy is truly a
beautiful thing.
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