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Gu:r/zfian, a w1hite, sub-translucent porcelain-like variety.Brown sPtar, colored brown by carbonate of iron.(onPact massive, resembling common limestone. This occur.

in extensive beds and is burned for quick-lime, making amore durable cemnent than the calcium carbonate alone. Itis also used much in malking the hydratulic cenent. Dolonit-
ic lime is said to be imjurious to the soil,but if it is allowedto become thoroughly air-slacked beforc usin'. it will befound to be beneficial. One of the important uses of thismineral is in the manufacture of Epsom salts.

GyP.,.UI.

The mineral gypsum occurs in several distinct rarieties.
• 'ys/al/iLed or Se/enite. This fori is eitlhet in distinct crystalsor in broad thim plates which are perfectly transparent andhave a pearly lustre.This form is made use of in some opti-cal apparatus. Most crystals arc white but sone have a yel-low, reddish or gray color.3eautiful speciniens ai c sometimes

obtained by the evaporation of sea or spriîng water in themantufacture of salt,as these waters contain gysu m in solution.F/brou-s Gypsunt, a whit delicate variety. When very fine andsomewhat opalescent t is calied satin spar which is madeuse of im jewelry.
iassive, to which belong (a) Al/abaster, a somewhat translucentvery fne grained variey uiseful for making vases, statues,and other orniments; (b) Rock Gypsum, a dull-coloredrock impure fron Cay or limestone. Thisarîety occurs in extensive beds in many parts of the world,erspecially in Nova Scotia and Nev Brunswick. .Tieseplaces supply the most of the gypsuim used in the provin-ce.; and the Eastern United States. When ground it isMîuch used as a fertilizer for it is one of thc best absorbers ofammonia known, thus furnishing nitrogen to the plantandprobably some of the gypsum itself is taken up by the plant/astr f Paris is prtpared from ground gypsum by lieating tillthe vater of crystalizationi is driven out, and when water isadded to this soie is again absorbed and the mass form,into minute crystals becoming nearly as hard as the originarock. It is mucli used as a cement, for making moulds,takig impressions, producing a hard finish on walls, glaz-ing porcelaim, preparing artificial marble, etc.


