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THE BERMUDA iSLANDS.

1.

LYING about Geven hundred miles south-east of New York is a
group of islands whaose elima-*e, soil, and picturesque scenery
render them especially interesiing to us, and yet they are strangely
unfamiliar even to most well-informed readers. Speaking our
own language, and having the saine origin, and recently associated
with us in religions feilowship as formingy a branch of the Meth-
odist Church of Canada, the people are bound to us by manv tics
of sympathy and interest. But affairs in Bermnuda have beexi as
placid as its lovely w'aters on a suinmer day, with only 110W and
then a petty agitation whicl- has not been sufficiently important
to attract the attention of the outside world, from which it is so

absolutely isolated.
Writhin three days' travel. from New York it is hardly possible

to find so complete a change in governinent, climate, scenery, and
vegletation as Bermuda offers. The voyage may or may flot be
plea-sant, but is sure to be short. The Gulf Stream, which one
is obliged to cross, has on many natures a subduing, effect, and

tesight of land is not geuerally unwelcorne. The delight is
intensified by the beauties wvhich are spread ont ou every haud.
The wonderful. transparency of the water, the numerous islands,
mak-inig new pictures at every turn, the shifting lighits on the
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