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graven images,’ But with all our temporal prosperity
the spiritual famine is as diatreasing as anywhere in India,
and the plague of sin is abrosd everywhere in all ita viru-
lence,". * S

Miss Murray speaks very highly of two of the Bible
women employed, wlmr?t\vge believe to be supported by
two ladies of this Booiety, one of whom seems to be com-
plately flled by the Holy 8pirit in all she says or does;
her whole time and thought being taken up by her desire
to epread the Gospel among her country-women, while
the other delighte in the study of the Scriptures.

Miss Murray exprpsses her satisfaction with the tent,
which helps her to{do the nécessary touring in greater
comfort and indeed £o reach certain villages that without
it she would find unhealthy and disagreeable to visit.

As the report from the Akida Girl's School is of great
interest and importance it is inserted almost in its
entirety : .

‘It is now over a month since school closed and you will
want to hear what your girls have been doing for- the
last term.

** School opened early in September and in a few days
¢ 8l the girls had arrived and were soon at wotk. Tbelieve
the girls love the school, they always seem so glad to get
back, I uever hear a word about homsickness, unless it is
somo poor little girlie who js 80 far away from home that
her parents can’t visit her.

** During the school year there has been ar average
attendauce of ahout thirty girls in the boarding depart-

ment, and quite 8 number of little girls have cume as day,

pupils. With few exceptiona the girls have done good
work in their classes and most of them are ready for
promotion. Their conduct has been very good, at present
I cannot recall one case where severe diacipline was
necessary. Perhaps they profited by the leszon our boys
had to léarn. There sesms to be a kindlier feeling
betwoen the oldér and the younger girls, thost of the
big girls are QHristians, is it not Jesus working in their
hearta? Three have been baptized this year Every
Tuesday afternoon the girls come to the verandah for
their speoial- prayer meeting, they are learning to take
charge of it themselves, a new leader being appointed at
each meeting, besides this they have their evening
prayer just before they go to sleep.

“There has been an unusual number of marriages among
the school girls. Firat, Tamar, then Sundramma, Dhar-
marati and K. Bydia, besidea two who had left the school
some time, Sundramma married a former pupil, a
Christian, but his parents are heathen and Sundramma
will have to live in a heathen home. Pray that she may
let her light shine. ‘

‘‘ There are only two or three big girls left in the echool
‘and we will feel quita lost for those who: have gone.
There has been very little sickness this term.
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**The roof of the girls' school building has just been
repaired, so they will be able to.keep nice and dry,
Sometimes I get letters from Bands asking me what
would be nice to send to the girls they are supporting,
1 believe about one of the nicest presents you could send
would be a simple workbaqx, nothing fancy, bat a neat
little box with scissors, thimble, needleslaud thread.
Our girls learn to sew, but in their homes they have
nothing to sew with ; it is rather pitiful to see them try
to cut out a jacket with a cook knife. A yard of nice
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print will make a ‘' ravaka” or jacket for a girl. They -
are very fond of bright colors. They like the scrap hooks .

that sometimes come, and I notice that they prefer the
pictures of animals, birds, men, women snd_childron to
floral piotures. :

** During the hnt sgason Misa 8tovel kindly took charge
of the School in our absence. She gave the children
some temperance leasons illustrated by some néw charts
we have just received, showing the effect of alcohol on
the different organs of the body.

**In July we sent five of our girls to Oocanada to pre-
pare for the Government examination, but twu of them
have already returned so desperately homesiok that they
wouldn't stay any longer. We are glad we have Miss
Baskerville to send them to, but sorry they had to be sent.
The Akidu school is nat recognized by .the Govern-
mont, as our teachers arg not properly qualified ; there-
fore our pupils are shut out from government-examina-
tions. Why don't we employ qualified teagchers ? Not a

worker on the Akidu field is fully qualified ; a man from -

another mission would ask a higher salary than we are
able fo pay, and there are-decided objections to employ~
ing o heathen. However, we hope to {:‘:e a qualified
man of our own, a year from Christmas, if he passes all
his examinations in the meantime,

“ Dear friends, it ssema to some of us that we are l_nakf‘é‘ .

ing & mistake. While we are educating our girls, vur
boys are ta quite an extent left behind. Listen, Akidu
girls' school, 8400 ; Akidu boys, 8200. If there were to
be a out it would be on the boys. The girls will make
Christian homes, but many of them will marry common
coolies, because we have not educateq as many buyxs as
girls. .

* ¢ Perhapa some of them as preaohera wives may be used
s teachers, but their home will require the most of their
,attention. What about the Bible women? Most of
them are widows.
give half their time to the work.

*“The customs of the country are such, that girls or un-
marrigd women cannot safely bg employed as workers,
The majority of our workers muz come froln our boys as
men. Our schools on.this field are not recogaized by
Government because df untrained teachers. Wo have
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Some of them married women who.
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