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DeGrassi, owing to hisaffiliation with St John's Chapter, No. 75 S. il. which up to,
1870 adhered to its allegiance to the G. Chapter of Scotland was not a participart in
the proceedir.gs of 0. Chapter, or so well known there as he was in G. Lodge, where
bis higli masonic merit and ability caused bis selection to fill for four years the dis-
tinguished rank of D. D. G. M of the Toronto District. I am nevertheless prompted
especially to refer to the denise of this worthy Comp. in the hope that others may
ft 'rw' him in what I may terin bis specialty, namely, the collection and investigation
of the carly records of Canadian frcenasonry. A reference tu the proceedings .f G.
Lodge in 1862 naines the appointment of a Comnitree of G. L. to collect masonic
documents. nith a view to the compilation of a history of mîasonry in Canada; and
in 1863 and 1866 eports by E Coip. DcGrassi and the late E. Conp. Fowler, of
Kingston, were 1 resented on this most interesting subj et. In 1867, ny respccted
predecussor in isi annual address, called the attention of Grand Chapters to this
matter as one " Ifrauglit with interest to us all," (see proceedings, pp. 100 and 25),
and as iwe arc aware, that in the earlicr tinies, many lodges were lnown as R. A.
lodges, which were by their charters enabled also to optn and work chapters, it will
be seen thaît as much valuable data may be gleaned from the archives of our chapters
many of which hail froi the earliest period of the settlcment of Canada, as may be
obtained fromi lodgt s E. Ci.mpanions DeGrassi and Fowler were kinîdred spirits in
the love of such researclh, and in their Reports to Grand Lodge and their writings on
the Ancient Fronlnac Chapttr of Kingston, anti the old St. John's of Toronto, have
left works tbat will fllow then. though it bas ph ased T G. A. O. T. U that they
should have ceased from their labors. I have amost necessarily been led in this
connection te allude to the late Comp. Fowler; ar.d it is with pl, asing though melan-
choly ret ollections, ilat I add this passing tribute to that offered to his nienory last
year, in recording the more recent rernoval of my equally valued filend and Comp.
Altic DeGrassi.

NEW CHAPT5ERS.

During ithe year I have had the pleasure of issuing Dispensations, subject to the
confirnati.ni of Grand Chapter, for opening tliree nev Chapters styled and located as
follows :-

Tua DaWaimENE, ................... ST. TiioMAS, ONT
TuE NiucAitA,........................NiAAnA, O.T.
Tiui GEoL.GIAN, ........... .......... OwEN SoUso, ONT.

While al1 are well and worthily recommended, and aie opened under the auspices
and guidance of cnipanions of zeal and ability, 1 may especiall% refer to the last
namend, w hich testili s lu its organization to the unreLxiing efforts of that true inason
and respected judge, R. E Comp. Henry, Maepherson, whosc energy, long the life
spring of Mlasonry in lis district, has found in this chapter but another field where,
surrounded by faithful comipanions, hc may disseiniiatc with bis wonted fidelity the
principles of capitular masonry.

AFFILXA'ION OF ST. JOflS CiHAPTER, No. 209, i. a. LONDON.

I have also, in this onncetion, to refur to a somewhat exceptional case, namely,
St. John'-s Chapter, No. 209, I. R., which Las finally surrendcred its warrant to the
Grand Cliapter (f Iîclaid, and rcceivtd a dispensation of affiliation with the Grand
Chapter of Canpda; I say, finally, for this chapter vas one of those which took part
in the organization of Grand Chapter, and rce(ved a warrant, afterwards numbered
3, on our rolt ; ubstquently, for causes to which it is not necessars now to revert, a
numbur of the Companions withdrev and reorgani/ed as No. 209, I. R (the warrant
not having been rufrned), and the residue, after working as No. 3, until 1863, sur-
rendcred that wart ant and amalgamated with St George's Chapter No. 5. While it
bas ever been (one of the platks in the platform of the Grand Chapter of Canada,
since lier organization, to respect flic conscientious desire of the companions of any
chapter to adhere to th ir old allegiance until such good time as they might desire
theumselves to leave it, it cannot but 'bc an occasion for cordial welcome w-lien, feel-
ing no longer prepared to coi,,tinue an allegiance which isolates them fron the now
important Canadian govrniiing body in capitular masonry, they enter our portials,
and are enahil-d to participate in our deliberati'ns and strengthen our councils. In
this spirit I have Lad the pleasure of welcoming the enrollment, or re-enrollment of
St John's, and by t. generous abnegation of any right of prioiity or precedence on
the part of the only chiapter which might have made claim thereto, namely, the
chapter of St Andicw and St. John, No. 4, Toronto, which bas recently established
the trace of its original organization to the early date of 1800, I have had the further
pleasure of accedi:g to their desire, and awarding to the chapter under mention the
sometime dormant number three.


