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WIDE AWAKE BRITISHI COLUMBIA FRUIT GROWERS
A. '.\1 'NIIl.L. ChIEF IFRUIT DIVISION, OTTAWA.

T fEt Province of British Columbia isprogressîng very ral)idly in the mat-
ter of fruit growving. Thie climiate (we
miit sas' cliniates, for British Columîbia
lias several) lias mi-uchi to do with this ad-
vancemient. The islands, coast and lo\ver
nmainland are particularly adapted to smiall
fruits, thoughi excellent fruit trees are also
growvn in large sections of this coulitry.
'flic siniî-arid inland výalleys are particularly
adapted, under irrigwation, to the cultivation
of apples, plunms and .hcrries. With tie
dcvelopmcint of the various schemies for ir-
rigation it îs flot at ail improbable that iin
dic iiear future British Columbia wvill supplv
fruiit enough to mneet the dcmiands of the
pirairie provinces.

:\nother miost potent cause for the excel-
lence of the methods cmiploycd ini 11ritishi
C ilunibia is the fact tliat niaiiv of the fruit
grnovers have gone ilito this province quite
latelv totaliv unacquainte(l with fruit gyrow-

iu.having. however, conisiderable capital.
'fht'se mii are iîot loadcd (lown witli a
quarter of a century of prejudice, but cornie
t-1 flieir w'ork freshi and wviingr t imbibe
ii atest and best f rom book-s and f romi

flhvir ilost successfull conîipetitors in the
busýiiess. Thuis wvill account for the fact
tuiai n the average the nuethods of' Britishî
C-,Iluuuil)iai are infiniteir alîead of those of the
avrrage fruit grrowver ini castern Canada.

1-i thc Okanagan «Valley- irri.gation is al-
iïnst a ileccssity. This deterinies. to sonie

extcut, the nature of tic product. as Nvell as
the inethods employed in producing it.
Clean culture is almost uniformn. Where
wvater lias to be conveycd for nianv nmiles
in an artificial %vatcr bed, constructed at
great cost, it ducs not take longf to convince
the fruit gyrower tuiat lie shiould not wvaste
it upon grass and w eeds.

EZARLY rFRUI*TING.

Thie control which bthc orcliardist lias
over bis trees contributes tW the early fruit-
iuîg of ncarlv cvcry varietv of tree, and pro-
bably the dry atmiosphere lias iiuclî to do
wîthl the perfect polleuiabion of fruit blos-
soins. The scuting of thie fruit is usuallv
%vliat an castern fruit growver %vould caîl
plîeuî>uîîcually hecavy, and lias led bo another
orchard practice, almnost unkîîown in east-
crii Canada, îîanîcly. thlining of bbc grow-
ing fruit, even on apple trees. It wvould
strike bhe average Ontario or Nova Scotiaîî
growver as a wvaste of nioîîey 10 pay a mnan

S. a day 10 pull good apples off a fuit
growil apl tree. but buis is bhc conminio
practice ini British Columibia, and onec wliich
i5 a lecessity.

Thie mie fruit tree that is iinI tliinnedç is
tic checrry. I took a branch of M.\av Duke
cherries, a1 foot lonig. fromi bhc orcliard of
Mr. Pridbanîii-. of P'clownîa, and found that
tliere w'cre i,54 perfect clicrries on it. Ap-
parcuitly tliere wecre rozeuis of brainches that
could ]lave been sclected froni t'le sanie tre
quite as lîeavily loaded.


