
OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 10e

offers no fewer thain sixty prizes for essays and
reports upon agriculttral subjects, varying in
value fron fifty sovereigns to five, in addition
to a nunber of gold nad silver nedals. You
migiht like to know upon what subjects so many
prizes are offerc It would oceupy too mucli
time to eniumerate them al]. Some report upon
the best inid niost economical management of a
farmi; others more particularly desenbe the
most approved niethod, founded upon actual ex-
periment ', of the application of manures or the
cultivation of the various kinds of crops. or of
the reming or feeding of stock. A large num-
ber of prizes are offer ed for reports detailing le
most approved nethod of plainting and bringing
to maturity fruit and forest trees, wvhile stili
others havrng ieferer.cc io mechanies elcit re-
liable information as to the value of new agri.
cultural implements vs well as the method of
wsing them. The amount of money offered for
reports during 1862, is 695 sovereigns, equal to
$3,375. What cones of all the reports that
must in this vay deluge the Secretary's Office ?
What result follows? Let me tell you: they
are caref*ully exanined by juries of scientific and
practical men, many of them aoubt'ess ceme to
grief, while those of them that are adjudged
worthy o a prize are printed in the Joarnal of
the Society. and so distributed among its mem.
bers. It may be stated that the journals oî
these two national societies, composed chiefly
of prize essays, stand at the head of our present
agricultural literature ; the. one publislhed quar-
terly, the other semi-annually. Both are en-
tirely made up of original contributions, and
contain a mine of valuaole information, which
finds its way piecemeal ino the columuns of
newspapers and magazines ai over the civilized
world.

Perhaps the time has not yet arrived in the
history of our county societies when it would be
either adviseable or practicable to devote much
oftheir funds to the advancenent of agricul.
tural literature. I do think, however, that the
Provincial Association of Upper Canada, liber-
allysubsidized as it is by the Canadian Govern-
ment, might do more in that way than it has
hitherto done. I think, sir, that the Provincial
Association might very safely entrust, if needs
be, the encouragement due to quilts and coun-
teipanes, wax-work and worsted work, and
raised work, embroidery, fancy needle-work,
tatting and tambooing, to the fostering care of
county and township societies, where they are
M-rtaiily very attractive, and vill doubtless re.
ceive every encouragement, in order that a por.
tion, small th-îugh it might be, of the funds of
that great and usefrl association miglit be -n-
naally devoted to the im provement of the minds
of Our farmers by the diffusion of useful and re-
fiable information, and the encouragement of
tgrieultural literature.

If any one is disposed to -question thé pro.
Plie4y of such a procedure, it is likply that his
>Xteptiohs are-founded either upon that provr-

bial antipnthy to book-laiming, w hihli has been
erroneously, I think, laid ait the door of the
practicul farmer, or fïom the conflicting evi-
dence and imperfectly recoided evidence of a
ceitain class u augricultural writeis % hbse ignor-
ance as 10 the sin.ple, ever-day plactice ai agri-
cultuie is surpassed only by their ambition to
see themselvs flourish conspicuously in print.
To the reflecting mind, however, it ni illi ppear
evident that the kind of writiig tu wlich iefer-
ence las been made, aunst possess an intrinsio
value of its own, ere it eau Iind a pluce in a
journal of acknowledged authority. 'Ibe fa(&
of fifty or twenty-five, or evei live soveleignat
being offered for an essay upon a given subj2ct
will etsure ccmpetition, while the strutiny and
approval of the board by whon they are exam-
ned, afford the best guarantee possible that

what you rend in the prize repoit is reliable.
A capital safe-guard are suchx repoits when
p!accd between thp rash expeiinenter and the
illiterate, yet enquiring praeical fiumer. Let
meý give you a simple, very homely illustration
o this: Not long since I was conveising with a
farmer who in nost things displays a good deal
of intelligence. Conversation turned upon the
difliculty of growing apple trees, anid the cause
of their decay. I asked h:m if lhe had tried any
remedy. "I Tried anything?'' said lie, " Why
neighbour, I have tried every tlting, and now
I am fairly discouraged. My lust experiment
was this: When aL the store one day I met with
neighbour A-, and he told me my young
apple trees were all dyiig off; he said hisn
was, fooI but tlat he lad just heard of a plan
of saving their lites, in which lie h2d great
faith, cspecially so because it came from 'Mr.
so-and so,' a man.in which lie had every confi-
dence, and who knew a great deal about apple
trees. It was s:mply this: . cut off the trees
to the level of the ground, and in a short time
the old blaekened and shrivelled stem would be
replaced by a vigorous, healthy young shoot
from the old root. I had," lie continuaed, "two
hundrEd young apple trees,-they were not do-
ing well, and, tu cut a long story short, the first
thing I did on con.ing home, was to eut off every
one of their heads; there vas not one that sur-
vived the operation. From that day to this I
havn't seen the first shoot, so there was an end
of my trees and my experiment." Now here is
a subject which at this present lime would be a
very fitting one for an elaborate report, and if
the Agricultural Association of Upper Canada
would offer a liberal piize for the best essay on
the cultivation and treaiment of the apple tree,
having special reference ta the disease which is
now devastating our orchards, and threatens
soon to annahilate them, I think, sir, some
more humane and probably successful treatment
would be snggested, than that of .chopping off
their heads.

The ,purpase, then, to 'whieh these National
Societiesof Stotland and England apply their
aney, differs>smewhat from the Canadian-sys.


