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aghly proficient, can look forward to many op-
jortunities for engaging as teachers.  Greawt
hanges must oceur m a very few years more,
ad tor truly abie men, whose ambition has
artain linut, no protession otlers a lairer pros-
pet of success. It s true that he cannot look
oward, like the medieal man, to the prospeet
& bavonetey, oy, like a lawyer, to =it on the
wulsael; but ke ean hope for as much honest
Tatiheation as an earnest worker in 2 most use-
W calling as any person need reasonably covet.

I know of no greater rewand than that incuden-

A to the conscientious discharge of’ professivnal |

uies; and the zealous teacher certainly experi-
aes a8 large a share of this class of enjuy-
ent as any other person.  There are, however,
cany ways in which the steaightforward dealings
fa professional man ave rewarded, and the
gerinary surgeon is placed, perhaps in a more
<dicate position, between persons of couflicting
sterests, than the number of any other profes-
‘. I need searcely say T am alluding to many
icumstances under which the veterinarian be-
mes @ professional arbitrator——an adviser in
te most delicate of all speculations, the pur-
hse of a horse—a peace-maker, it possible,
dween men of the most opposite classes, some
tnding on their diunity, others keenly enjoying
1 intrigue, and all, perhaps, unreasonable, be-
ase not eapable of fully understanding the na-
ae of the real causes which create doubts and
“putes.

It is often a thankless task to examine a horse
‘o soundness. A purchaser has found what
ehas been secking for months perhaps; acting
wtiously in horse transactions, and probably
%ed an exhorhitant price for the object of his
hoice, he desives to consult the vetermn ey sur-
wn.  The horse is rejected, the purchaser is
sappointed, and the dealer sadly displeased.
nmclination on both sides to think the veter-
v surgeon may be a little too strict, induces
martures from his advice, and, in the course of
e, when unsounduness is very manifest, appeal
another professional man, and this often leads
salong and expensive lawsuit.

The veterinary surgeon who is most skillful and
nseientious 1 detecting unsoundness, is the one
bn necessavily experiences the greatest delieacy
these matters, and who meets with most severe
position on the part of those who cave not to be
npulously honest.  The moito of such persons
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a stable any number of years is recognised us a
qualiied judge in horse matters. [t s very
clear that the veterinaey surgeon has, as much
as any profossional man fuil seope tor an hon-
orable, discnmitating, prudent, and skibul caer-
cise of s own judgment.  Amongst the vela-
tions ol vetermary to social scienee, 1 would
class this as the relation o veterhuny scienee to
the saence of moral duty,  The patience ol the
profisssivnal man iy seyerely tred mothns bianch
of hus calling, He is swe to displease svme vues
and wheu tanptation s yielledrto—a timesery
ing poiicy beag adog iod—it s often trom a
desite to scve the induiduad who has mest in
his power, ur who, one the plea ot tricudship,
clanus to be dealt leniently with,

I must honestly aver, that since I have estab-
lished the new Vetevinry College, 1 have as
much 1eason to feel satistusd with the discharge
of this paat of our duties as any other, though a
fim and cousistent Iime of conduct has met with
the most determined opposition from many who
fancy we might overlovk small things, and de-
cliue animals sound or unsound, rather as it
suits the cireumstance than as it agrees with the
facts before us in each case.

I purposely aliude to this subject at some
length to-day, becanse our expericuc is of some
value to the veterinacian who commences prae-
tice.  When formerly in practice elsewhere, I
did not mect with the nnsatisfuctory and under-
hand oppusition which 1 have met here; but in
the city of Iidinburgh, whether T pronounce a
horse svund vr utsound,ses eral opinions diametri-
cally oppusite to nune are inmediately obtamed.
Of this 1 am certain, that it is not a difference
of professivnd judgment so much as an unworthy
diflerence arising  {rom rivalry, inasmuch as.
the most omivus cases of unsoundness have
passed muster after receiving my unfavorable
verdict. I have the greatest satistaction of being
able to prove, in every instance that I have yet
traced, that T have not erred in judgment; and
I may allude to tvo or three intevesting cases of
this description.

In the very earliest days of the College o horse
was brought to me to bhe examined. I at once
rejected him as bad roarer. My advice was
souzht by an intelligent purchaser, who, having
tried the horse, liked him because he was ve
quict and steady. He at once stated to the
vendor that I had rejected the horse, whereupon

the horse trade is, “Muke money honestly if =~ another veterinary surgeon was consulted, and
aean, hut, at all events, make money.” As, pronounced the animal sound.  Hesitating whe-
¢ Roman satirvist says, Rem facias, bene si | ther to buy or, not, my client waited a day or
ssis . quocumaque modo rem. It so happens | two, when the animal was set up to auction, and,
at livestock is the most precarious of ull | evidently by means well known in the horse-
ickindrade. The nature of the article sold is | trade a keen Dbidding was started, and the ani-
wriably the subject of grave suspicion, and | mal was knocked down, to my friend, for £45.
sons are not conter.t until they have discov- | The horse was taken to the country, proved to
 some flaw. There are usually dozens of e a roarer, and it was then discovered that this

sons prepared to express their opinion on
tsubject; and every one who has frequented

precious gem was a cast-off trooper which had
realized £7 at the hammer not long previously.
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