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se to be next to useless, and hesides, the
est of the doddered Flax-plants is only found
mensure twenty.four inches. As the plot
then, speaks so favorably of the cean

é. so the plot B offers equally important
;dence of the folly of sowing dirty seeds;
J, besides, it shows how Dodder reallv is
iduced from seed like any other plant, seeing,
t by sowing its seed, we can produce it at
asure, and that it lias been introduced with

crop.seed few botanists will doubt; for
ugl it is found in most dirty Flax patches,
it is not found elsewhere, and it is so little

igenous that thouglh a Flax crop will some-
es scatter thousands of seeds of Dodder, yet
succeeding crop is not affected by it, nor do
think that if clean Flax-seed again took its

se in the rotation, Ve ought to expect il to
4oddered, as our experiments show that flax-
I wlîen sown germinates as readily upon the
ssion of heat and moisture as any other
1 not having its foster parent near it dies
wo or three days after germination.

The Linurn perenne (perennial flax] lias
been an object of our carnest attention, as

nave been anxious, if possible to procure a
perennial plar.t. In this we have fully suc-

Id, though the present exanple, fromi the
shic'h it has occupied the plot, and the

ense quantity of ripened pblut and seed we
taken from it, now show e% ident signs of

ing,: for it should be remembered that we
yearly taken a crop and restored notning
e shape of manure, and hence its perma-
y i, really a malter of surprise.

This, whiel w as sown in 1858 from seed
ýred from plot C, is in a most vigorous
of growth, neasuring forty-one inches in
u, and stooling out so plentifully that we
ted as many as 147 steins to a single root.

then, we conclude, that so far we have
ned a freely growing perennial flax plant.
ed, however, is very small and compara-
useless. What its fibre may be we have

t had no means of determiniug, but what-
ts relative value in this respect when com-
wvith the usual crop or annual flax, we
uite sure that much may be done to ame-
_ its eharacters in any direction in whieh
ay le desired; and, as the changes which
ve already affected in the appearance of
rennial flax in only two generations is so
it quite leads us to the hope that still

important ones may yet revard further
mPnts. The nature of these changes have
eported to members of the British Asso-

for the advancement of Science, from
we extract the following:-
1854, I sowed one of my plots with seed
L. angustifoliuim gathered at Hele, in
al. It caime up very well, and in 1855
have beer seen its plants in rows with
es a few 'nehes long trailing along the

some with light, others with dark-blue
flowers, somewhat small when compared

with the L. us'tatisimum or L. perenne. l
this state it presented little to recommend it as
a cultivated plant. In the past year it had
advanced to a strong and vigorous upright
plant, somewlat more than two feet in height,
with handsome dark-blue flowers, indeed rival-
ling the L. usisatisimun in size and beauty. As
regards its fibre, I have as yet had no opportu-
nity to make experiments i but if in this respect
it should equal the annual flax, I cannot help
thinking that we shall have in the Linumper-
enne a plant of great economic value.

"As regards the specifie distinction of the
L. angustifolium or L. perenne, I must after
these experiments express great doubts; nay,
I am almost inclined to think that L. usisatis-
simum is but an annnal form of L. perenne,
so that this year I shall collect the seeds of my
perennial patch with a view of commencing an
annual cultivation. At aIl events, should I fail
in proving this point, ive may fairly expect
other Chauges of great interest, seeing that so
nueh has already been done in bringing a little
straggling linseed fron its wild habitat, and
cultivating iii a different soil and climate, not
by imitating its wi d conditions, but by making
for it a iew soil, and planting in rows, so that
one row has the effect of indueing the upright
growth of its neighbor-a fact readily seen in
examining the growth of my plant as its shoots
first start in a trailing method-a cireumstance
which shows that, in order to test the capabili-
tics of sonie plants for a crop, we caa only do
so, iot by growing single specimen examples,
but by planting a quantity side by side.

"As subjeets for experiment, it fortunately
happens that the linseeds are readily affected by
cultivative processes, so that we possess in them
subjects capable of affording iuch information
as the result of carefully conducted experiments,
which lcads mie to remark that, as there are-
sone tribes of plants which we cannot so easily
act upon, permanency of our appointed species.
must not be concluded from the failure of our
limited experiments, though, on the other hand,
species must give way in those cases where, as.
the result of properly conducted experiment, the.
seed of one plant can be made to produce what
bas been considered as a distinctly specifie form..

Watch Manufacture.

Our fame as a clock-making nation is world-
wide, for where can we travel--in Africa, Aus-
tralia, India, or China--that a Yankee clock is
not to be found, reminding the inhabitants of
"lthe land of steady habits." With regard to
the manufacture of watches, we have also be-
gun to do something creditable; still it is well
known that the works of nearly all the watches
sold in the United States are imported from
abroad. The manufacture of cases for them is
carried on extensively in a few places, but they
are only lids to foreign mechanism, while a


