
LORD ELGIN

pledges. Papineau, Mackenzie and INelson may well
have found a measure of justification for their past
madness when they found the friends of the old
"family compact" and the extreme loyalists of
1837 and 1838 incited to insult the sovereign in
the person of her representative, to create racial
passion and to excite an agitation which might
at any moment develop into a movement most
fatal to Canada and her connection with England.

Happily for the peace of the country, Lord
Elgin and his couneillors showed a forbearance and
a patience which could hardly have been expected
from them during the very serious crisis in which
they lived for some weeks. "I am prepared," said
Lord Elgin at the very moment his life was in
danger, "to bear any amount of obloquy that may
be cast upon me, but, if I can possibly prevent it,
no stain of blood shall rest upon my name." When
he remained quiet at Monklands and decided not
to give his enemies further opportunities for out-
bursts of passion by paying visits to the eity, even
if protected by a military force, he was taunted by
the papers of the opposition with cowardice for
pursuing a course which, we can all now clearly
see, was in the interests of peace and order. When
at a later time LaFontaine's house was again
attacked after the arrest of certain persons impli-
cated in the destruction of the parliament house,
and one of the assailants was killed by a shot fired
from inside, he positively refused to consent to
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