
45USEFUL KNOWLEDGE.

lives of the ýettIers in the -bush, these young people
had learned to bear witli'patieince and cheerfulness

privatîons that would have crushed the spirits of
children more delicately nurtured. They had known
every degree of huncrer and nakednes§: during the

first few ye-ars of. their lives they had- often been
compelled to subsist for days and weeks upon mots

and herbs, wild fruits, and -garne whîch their fathers
had - learned to entrap, to decoy, and to shoot., Thus-
Louîs-and Hector had early been'initiated 'nto the

mysteries. of the chase. They could make deed-falls,
and Pits'-, and - traps, and, mares ; they were as expert
as Indiansin the use of the bow; they could piteh a
stone or fling a wooden dart at partridge, hare, and
squirrelwith almost unerring aim; and were aý swift

ofý- * foot as young fawns. Now it was that týey
learned to value in its fullest extent this-useful and

practical -knowledge..Whieh enabled them to face wîth
foriitude the prývations of a liféý so precarîous as that
to whieh they were, now exposqd.

It wa s one of the elder Maxwell's maxîms,-Never
]et ffifficulties overéome you, but rather strive to

conquer them; let the-head direct the hand, and the
hand, lîke a well-dîseiplined soldier, obey the head as
chief. MThen his. éhildren expressed any doubts of

not being able to accomplish any -work they. had
begun, he would say, " Have you not hands, have
you not a head, have you not eyes to s.ee, and reasýon
to guide you ? As - -for impossibilities, they do not

belong to the trade* of ..a soldier,-he dare not see
them.*" Thus were energy and'perseverance, eaýly


