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" America to preserve and hold up to the view of her refined citizens and the
world, in future ages! A nation's Park, containing man and beast, in all
the wild und freshness of their nature’s beauty !

I would ask no other monument to my memory, nor any other enrolment
of my name amongst the famous dead, than the reputation of having been
the founder of such an institution.

Such scenes might easily have been preserved, and still could be che-
rished on the great plains of "the West, without detriment to the country or
its borders; for the tracts of country on which the buffaloes have assem-
bled, are uniformly sterile, and of no available use to cultivating man.

It is on these plains, which are stocked with buffaloes, that the finest
specimens of the Indian race are to be seen. It is here, that the savage is
decorated in the richest costume. It is here, and here only, that his wants
are all satisfied, and even the fuzuries of life are afforded him in abundance.
And here also is he the proud and honourable man (before he has had
teachers or laws), above the‘zimi)orted wants, which beget meanness and
vice; stimulated by ideas of hofiour and virtue, in which the God of Nature
has certainly not curtailed him. ‘

There are, by a fair calculation, more than 300,000 Indians, who are now
subsisted on the flesh of the buffaloes, and by those animals supplied with all
the luxuries of life which they desire, as they know of none others. The
great variety of uses to which they convert the body and other parts of that
animal, are almost incredible to the person who has not actually dwelt
amongst these people, and closely studied their modes and customs. Every
part of their flesh is converted into food, in one shape or another, and on it
they entirely subsist. The robes of the animals are worn by the Indians instead
of blankets—their skins when tanned, are used as coverings for their lodges,
and for their beds; undressed, they are used for constructing canoes—for
saddles, for bridles—I’arréts, lasos, and thongs. The horns are shaped into
ladles and spoons—the brains are used for dressing the skins—their bones
are used for saddle trees—for war clubs, and scrapers for graining the robes
—and others are broken up for the marrow-fat which is contained in them.
Their sinews are used for strings and backs to their bows~—for thread to
string their beads and sew their dresses. The feet of the animals are boiled,
with their hoofs, for the glue they contain, for fastening their arrow points, .
and many other uses. The hair from the head and shoulders, which is long,
is twisted and braided into halters, and the tail is used for a fly brush. In
this wise do these people convert and use the various parts of this useful
animal, and with all these luxuries of life about them, and their numerous
games, they are haPpy (God bless them) in the ignorance of the disastrous
fate that awaits them. )

Yet this interesting community, with its sports, its wildnesses, its languages,
and all its manners and customs, could be perpetuated, and also the buffaloes,
whose numbers would increase and supply them with food for ages and




