
SEALSKINS AND COPPERSKINS.

tion of the flesh is always buried on the exact spot where it feu-
possibly the idea of sacrifice was connected with this practice; and
when a polar bear is killed, its bladder must be inflated and exposed
in a conspicuous place for three days. , And many such practices,-
equally unintelligible, are scrupulously adhered to; and any departure
from them is supposed to bring misfortune upon the offending party.

Though the Esquimaux own neither government.nor control of
any kind, they yet yield a superstitious obedience to a character called
the "Angeko," whose influence they rarely venture to contravene.
The Angeko is at once physician and magician. In cases of sickness
the Esquimaux never take medicine; but the Angeko is called, and
if his enchantments fail to cure, the sick person is carried away from
the tents, and left to die. The Angeko is also called upon to avert
evils of all kinds; to secure success for hunting or fishing expedi-
tions, or any such undertaking; to obtain the disappearance of ice, and
the public good on various occasions; and in all cases the efficacy of
his ministrations is believed to be proportioned to the guerdon which
he receives. Captain Hall mentions only two instances, as having
occurred in his experience, of resistance being made by Esquimaux to
the wishes of the Angeko; and in both cases the parties demurred
to a demand that they should give up their wives to him. Though
more commonly they have but one wife, owing to the difficulty of
supporting a number of women, polygamy is allowed and practised by
the Esquimaux. Their marriage is without ceremony of any· kind,
nor is the bo d indissoluble. Exchange ci wives is of frequent
occurrence; a -if a man becomes, from sickness or other cause,
unable to support them, his wives will leave him, and attach them-
selves to some more vigorous husband. For the rest, the Esquimaux
are intelligent, honest, and extremely generous to one another.
When provisions are scarce, if a seal or walrus is killed by one of
the camp, he invites the whole settlement to feast upon it, though
he may be in want of food for himself and his family on the morrow
in consequence of doing so. They are very improvident, and rarely
store their food, but trust to the fortunes of the chase to supply their
wants, and are generally during the winter in a constant state of
oscillation between famine and abundance. The Esquimaux inhabit
the extreme limits of the globe habitable by man, and they have
certain peculiarities in their life consequent on the circumstances of
their climate and country; but in other respects they reseinble the
rest of the nomad and savage races which people the extreme north
of -America. In summer the Esquimaux live in tents called tupics,
made of skins like those used by the Indian tribes, and these are easily
moved from place to place. As winter sets in, they choose a spot where
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