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. The greater portion of. that vast tract,

- over which the-commerce of the Hudson’s

Bay Company cxtends, is occupied by three
-distinct families of tribes, differing from

each other widely in habits, and totally in
language ; 1st the CReE or KNISTINEAU, in-
cluding the Savteox or OsiBway, the ALsox-
quiy, and other subdivisions; 2d, the

- CurpewyAN, embracing the Ta-cully*, or

Carriers of New Caled donia ; and 3d, the
SAELISS, Or SHEWHAPNTCH.

The limits occupicd by the first of these |

families may be thus approximately de-

.fined. From Labrador, up the St. Law-|x

rence as far ‘as. ‘Montreal, througlk the Ot-

" fawa country and along Lake Superior,
. ‘northwest-ward, to Lake Winipic and As-

sineboia. Hence west towards the head of
the Saskatchewan, as far as Fort Edmon-
ton. Then north to the Athabasca river,

-. 'bending afterwards to the cast, and con-
. tmumtr along the line of the LIlellllpl
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or Entrhsh river to Churchill on the snores
-of Hudson's Bay.

Northward of the Cree line, almost to
the Frozen Ocea.n, and from bhurchxll west-

N. B—<h, :wcenwd mglny to expr £s the gut.,enl so nd
a8 ias Nicute mach ;” @ to represent tho broad sound ¢f that

vowel,

sTzheully, le who ravigate ddzp wata: from %\é&ﬂy
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ward nearly to the. Pacific, lies the broad.

band roamed over by the Chipewyan.
Crussing the Rocky Mountains to the

heads of the northern branches of the Col-

umbia, and the southern tributaries of Fra- -

zer’s river, we find the Saeliss, of Shewhap-

{ miich race, whose limits may be defined by’

the Rocky Mountains: eastward ; on ‘the
west the line of Frazer's river from below
Alexandria to Kequeloose, near the Falls,
in about Lat. 49® 50';
Carrier offset of the Chipewyans, and south
by the Sahaptins or Nez Percés of Oregon.
- Having thus indicated the races “of
which this portion of the continent is chief-

ly inhabited, I shall pass over the Chinooks .
and other tribes living south of the British -

boundary, and confine my remarks to those
‘who inhabit the coast northward of that
line. e

ruptlv upon Frazer’s river at a point about

eighty-five miles above Fort Lapgley. -
From. the _falls downward nearly to the .

sea coast, the barcks of the river are in-

habited by several branches of the Halthn '

or Teet } tribe.

Taking these as forming the southern,
verge, it Cwill be found that a fringe of

tribes borders the continent, hence round
by Behring’s Straits to the banks of the
St. Lawrence.

#¢ Atpah,”” the name given to the hewhapmuch by Sir Al-

exander m.henz) and thence adopted into the maps, is sim-
ply the term by which their neighbors. the Ta-cully distin-

gu'sh them, and is equivalent to ¢ Stranger tribe,” i. e. not of .
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northward by the -

Thé Saeliss or *Shewhapmuch connex-
ion, as I have already shown, ceases ab-; '
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The breadth of this fringe, -

the Chipewyan coznexion. To disticguish the tribes living . =

west of them,the Ta-cully uso -another mcdlmution of.the
term, 1 ame'y. “Atesh yoo,"” .

¥ Calleil in'turn by thoir upper neighborge! Sa-chineo,” a
torm appam ut'y cquivalent to that first explaiped. The Teets
agaia, call the others, oot by thuir truo name of Z\u:nwmuch,
but. “ mw-mna._ So throughout.

DS c.///;i.# % tuf,a, _

Y




