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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1808.

A “ BIG FOUR.”

Three recent events bid fair to mark
the closing years of the cemtury as one
of the momentous epochs in history.
They are the growing undertanding be-
tween/ Great Britain and the United
States, the Russian request for general
disarmament and the Anglo-Germanic
“entente.” It may be premature to expect
a realization of the Czar’s desire, but
that out of it may come an under-
standing, fruitful of good results for
mankind, is wholly reasonable. It is
clearly among the ‘probabilities of the
near future that an agreement will be
arrived at between Great Britain, the
United States, Germany .and Russia.
We wish to draw attention to several
interesting feature in conméction there-
with. .

If one takes the map of the world and
starts westward from Great Britain, he
will find that the ‘first land to greet his
vision on the: opposite shofe of the At-
lantic is British territory, lying to the
sonth of which is_ the continental pos-
sessions of the United States. Crossing
the British territory and still going west-
ward, he will come to Siberia, and, still
going westward across Siberia, he will
reach Russia proper. Crossing Russia,
he finds himself in- Germany, and from
Germany a short sail across the North
sea will land him back in Great Britain.
He will thus have circled the world, and
when he has not been on the ocean, he
thas been on territory owned by the “Big
Four” combination above mentioned.
But this is not all. If his westward de-
parture from America is made from the
‘United  States, he can cross the Pacific
by stepping stones, as it were, owned by
the ‘latter country, until he reaches the
Philippines, when his next step will be
to British territory in Borneo, theénce to
Singapore and thence by a series of Brit-
ish stepping stones he will find himself
back in Great Britain; or from Singa-
pore he may turn southward, and, taking

<in New Guinea owned jointly by Great
Britain and Germany, reach the Aus-
traliant continent, owned by Great Bri-
tain. Nor is this all, for if Germany oc-
cupies Syria, as is said to be contemplat-
ed, he can go eastward from Great Brit-
ain through Germany and Russia to
Syria, thence to Egypt, and so on down
to the Cape-of Good Hope; and never
leave the territories of the “Big Four.”

Let us see what statistics have to say
about this possible combination, and first
as to area, the round numbers being used
in each case: ;

The British Empire ..oscss 12,000
Russian Empire cece eseose
The United States eces seve
The German Empire cretane

TOtAL ovs’ <o <sas  4e 25,650,000

Next let us take the population:

British EMpire ses oo se .00 353,000,000
Russian Bmpire «ceeo oo 0 122,000,000

The United States ceeeee o0 50,000,000
German Empire v.vo esasvs 54,000,000

Motal oves seevoe vesas 639,000,000
In estimating the population of the
United States we have included that of
the territory acquired and likely to be
retained by reason of the late war. Next
take the statistics of foreign commerce,
including exports and imports, and we
get the following: Cai
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that the dead can communicite with the
living. Most people will say he has been

_humbugged, but he himself does not ad-

mit that there is the slightest possibility
of that. . He claims that in his experi-
ments, all the precautions necessary to
prevent ffaud and collusion -have been
observed, and that he has demonstrated
what he asserts, quite as unanswerably
as other facts of an unusual character
are demonstrated. He claims to have
examined into and exhausted every other
hypothesis which can be advanced as an
explanation of the phenomena of spirit-
ism, and hence finds himself compelled
to' accept the conclusion given above.
Seeing “that the society referred to was
specially formed for the purpose of in-
vestigating the alleged phenomena, some
weight must be given to the convefsion
of its giesident, who, it is alleged, was
not predisposed to accept the explanation
which le now gives.

Looking at the subject from the stand-
point of independent criticism, and hav-
ing regard to the scores of authenticat-
ed events inexplicable by any kmown
laws, while we may very properly hesi-
tate in accepting the spiritistic explana-
tion, we must at least admit that mén-
kind  live on the borderland of a realm
of which they know very little indeed, In
the Jately published memoirs of Muller,
the founder of the Bristol orphanages,
are given accounts of how he obtained
money in ways that are, to all intents
and purposes, miraculous. For example,
he kngw that the tax collector would call
for a comiparatively large sum of money
during a certain day, and he had nothing
to give him. He prayed, and during the
day, and before the collector called, an
anonymeous person sent him the money
required. He tells that he used any
money sent in for any purpose for which
it was needed, never thinking about pro-
viding for the next need, but that when
he wanted ‘more he always got it. He
would, in the early days of his work, fre-
quently place upon the table for the or-
phans the last morsel of food in the
house, never thinking of putting them on
short allowance, and that there was al-
ways something sent in in time for the
next meal. There is no doubt about
Muller’'s work. He received in all over
£1,500,000, and never asked an individ-
ual for a penny. Explain this how we
may, we cannot get away from the fact
that Muller was in touch with agencies
net ordinarily employed by men.

The experience of perhaps the majority
of people contains some instances which

| seem to be inexplicable by any known

laws. ‘It is usually considered a mark
of weak intellect to seek an explanation
of them. We all shrug our shoulders
just:-a little wheén someone tells us_that

:1he had an experience which seemed to

require the postulation of something un-
known. We act very much as our

000 | grandfathers would if they should drop

in on us, and should discover us
talking with someone twenty or fifty
miles away. To them the explanation of
the telephone would be as incomprehen-
sible 'a;*l.lpuer‘s explanation that he
aceomplished what he wanted by prayer,
or the Psychical Research president’s ex-
planation that certain things are due to
thc active interposition of the dead.
Not to push these speculations too far,
we think one may be stated without fear
of contradiction, namely that the domain
of the unknown is vastly greater than
that of the known. We may also claim
that there has beén a great prejudice

000| against. any investigation into that do-

German Empire ..::-....- . 3
Russian Empire <. o¢ - 1,000,000,000

Total cece oo osee0s $10,000,000,000

These statistics imply inconceivable
aren, power and wealth,

We draw attention to .the relative posi-
tion of the British Empire. It has near-
1y an equal area to the other three, and
if Egypt be counted in and Syria be
given to Germany, we possess more than
the other three, In population our Em-
pire has much more than the other three,
and in commerce, after liberally estimat-
ing for Gérmany and Russia, we have an
amount equal to the other three.

We note another feature'of the affair.
‘Germany, Great Britain " the ‘United
States are substantially ‘the Protestant
powers of Christendom, while Rassia re-
presents the Greek church. About 59,-
€00,000 of the united population of the
four empires are Roman Catholics, about
’{3,000,000,beloug to the Greek church;
about 219,000,000 are’ Protestant, and

‘the remainder or about 300,000,000.

chiefly British subjects, are Mohammed-
ans, Buddists and members of various
-other sects, showing that John Bull has
“the heathen for an inheritance” as well
as “the uttermost parts of the earth.
for a possession.” 4

It is also noteworthy that the dominant
races in this tremendous jation are
substantially of the same great family
that is to say, they are, speaking from
‘historieal evidence, representatives of
the Northern branch of the human fam-
ily as distinguished from the Tropical
branch, They are not representatives
even of the Latin race, as we havé learn-
ed to call the people who inhabit South-
ern Burope and their descendants in
Sonth America. b o

When we consider all these things and
others which will suggest themselves to
any one who gives the matter a little
thought, we will begin to form at least
a vague idea of what such a tombination
of pativns will imply. ‘No one need be

surprised if later day prophets read more

. into the despatches that appear fon the
svrface and claim that we now see ap-

« proaching the dawn of ‘a veritable mil-
lennipm, - .

THE GREATEST FIELD OF RE-
.. . SEARCH.

tie President of the American Séciety

foﬁysychicnl Research, after eight years’

devotion to _.scientific .inv tion of

spiritistic evidence, has made public a

‘written declaration of kit comvicticu

main of ‘knowledge where the balance;
the yardstick or the test tube cannot be
used. The churches have said “ hands
off ” to those who ventured to look with-
in the veil. Material silence has laughed
at the idea of any real phenomena out-
side of its domain. Yet we are con-
scious 'that there is something more of
us than mere flesh and blood. We feel
that when death comes it will not touch
all there is of us. The evidence of the
senses for tens of thousands of years has
been telling mankind that death ends all;
yet men refuse to believe it. It is idle
to say. that this is thé result of educa-
tion.: . Thére is no educator so universal
and s¢ remiorseless as death. Every na-
tion and kindred and people and tongue
has been taught its lessons.” It has spo-
ken to every generation, 1t speaks to
every living creature to-day. ° Surely no
human teacher, however convincing, no
school of philosophy, however learned,
could hope to counteract the lesson
whieh death seems to teach. Yet as uni-
versal as this teaching of death, is the
belief that there is something beyond it,
something. ‘over which it has no power.
This ig ‘really the most tremendous/
thought which the mind can cenceive. If
mankind could be brought to shape it,

.and shape their course according to it,

the world would pass from darkness
into ligh Hence we ought not hastily
to repudiate those who claim to have
learned something about the unknown
ocean of existence which surrounds us.
We suppose that a subscription of hund-
reds of millions of dollars could be got
together if there was reason to suppose
that, by its expenditure, we could learn
if people lived on Mars and communicate
with them, Yet it is infinitely more im-
portant to know if those whom death has
carried within the veil, are clothed with
a new life, and if we can hope to feel
even so little as p 5

. ..ss-the touch of & banished hand

And the sound of a voice that is still.”
‘ The Times has not responded to - the
challenge ‘of the Colonist, -and -printed
anything from the Lieutenant-Governor’s
letters which can be called a specific al-
legation of dishonesty on the part of the
late government. This being the case,
we gqlxn“fther and offer to print in the
Colenist any specific statement, based
upon the Lieutenant-Governor’s letters,
which makes qut a .prima fagie case of
dishonesty, or can be constried as sug,
gesting 40 any reasonable man a dishon-
est intention on the part of the late gov-

.ever attempted or

ernment. We do not even stipulate

‘that the person sending the statement

shall sign his name to it. We would pre-!
fer him to do so, but he can act his
pleasure about that. This offer is open
to anyone connected with the Times. If’
it is not accepted, we think-it will no
longer be necessary for the Colonist or
any other friend of the late government’
to pay any attention to such allegaticns,
as those in which the Times has been
indulging. The Colonist has nothing to
conceal in this dismissal matter. It be-
lieved that- the ex-Attorney-General
should make a specific public statement
about that special $15,000 warrant, and
it said so frankly. It thinks yet that it
is his bounden duty to make the state-
ment. It is convinced of nothing more
than of the honesty of the intentions of
Mr. Turner and his colleagues, and it
defieg proof that an ‘act, having even
the Enge of dishonesty about it, was
contemplated by
them. It has dealt with the Lieuten-
ant-Governor, Mr. Begven and Mr. Sem-
lin in a spirit of absolute fairness. - It
has not read into what .they have said
or done any meotives which were not lit-
erally warranted by the faects. It has
not dealt in innuendo, It has been defi-
nite and specific in everything it has
said. And now it demands that the
same spirit of British fair' play shall be
extended to Mr. Turner and his late col-
leagues. It believes ° the public will
heartily endorse this demand. Therefore,
it repeats, let the slanderers be specific,
or else hold their peace on the question
of honesty.

Doubtless the capture of Omdurman
will promptly follow the destruction of
the forts, and this will clear the whole
Nile valley of the troublesome dervishes.
As we pointed out the other day, they
are likely to retire to the westward and
seek retreat in the Sultanates of Kordo-
fan and Darfur. In point of fact, Om-
durman is situated within what was for-
merly the territory of the Sultan of
Kordofan, which fell under the control
of El Mahdi in 1883, and has been his
scene of operations ever since. Kordo-
fan has an estimated area of 100,000
square miles, and a population of about
300,000. = Darfur is somewhat larger
than Kordofan, and lies immediately to
the west of it.. The population is about
1,500,000, It is independent, but is for
the most part within the recognized
sphere of influence of the British East
Africa Company, so that if the Khalifa
goes in that direction, he will not be al-
lowed to remain. He cannot retreat to
the north, for that would take him into
the desert. It is useless for him to go
up. the Nile valley, because the gunboats
will follow him.

RE-ELECTION OF MINISTERS.

The News-Advertiser suggests to the
Colonist that one®way of testing public
opinion upon the Lieutenant-Governor's
action in disﬁissing his late advisers is
te set up eandidates dagainst the new
ministers when they offer for re-election.
“Will you walk into nfy parlor;” said the
spider to the fly. To paraphrase Gener-
al Canrobert’s comment on the charge of
the Light Brigade, our contemporary’s
suggestion is attractive, but it is not
politics.

By-elections, may be, and ofter are in-
dications of the drift of public opinion.
Mo refer to.a case, which has been cited
already in connection with the late crisis,
Governor Manners-Sutton, of New
Brunswick, claimed that the tendency of
public opinion, as shown at a by-election,
warranted him in concluding that if the
people were again asked to express them-
selves on the question of confederation
they would give a very different answer
to that returned at the general elections
a year previous. And so he precipi-
.tated a change of government and a dis-
solution. We all know that in Great
Britain by-elections are regarded as bar-
ometers of public opinion. But such elec-
tions are not those occasioned by the ac-
ceplance of a portfolio by a person who
is already in the house. In the great
majority of cases such elections are un-
opposed. = Rarely are they made a trial
of party strength or the test of a prin-
ciple. The reason of this is obvious on
a little consideration. If a man has al-
ready been elected, it is to be presumed
that his constituents will re-elect him
if he has occasion. to -come
tefore them again during the lifetime of
the same legislature, Moreover, the pro-
motion from the position of private mem-
ber of that of a cabinet minister. is al-
ways recognized as a compliment to the
ecnstituency which the member repre-
sents, as well as a positive advantage,
and shrewd political leaders do not care
to take chances in submitting the fate
of ap arty or principle to what is in
a sense a packed jury. If any member
of the Semlin cabinet had been taken
frcm a constituency which at the gen-
eral elections had .pronounced in favor
of Mr. Turner, the case would have been
altered, a challenge would - have been
thrown down, which Mr. Tufner and
his friends must have taken up. But
it is needless to say that this is not the
case. y ;

We are not arguing against gpposition
to the ministers at the by-elections. The
practice is to leave the ‘détermination
of matters of that nature to the people
of the several constituencies and for out-
siders to keep their hands off, and we
assume that -this rule will be followed
in the forthcoming elections. The oppos-
ing of a minister under conditions like
the present is always a matter for his
cwn constituents-to: determine.

It would be rank folly to submit so
vital a question as that involved in the
action of ‘the Lieutenant-Governor to the
verdict of three constituencies, which
have directly profited by if, that is so
far as it is a profit for a constituency
to be represented in the cabinet. All the
people of British Columbia, not simply
those of Vancouver, West Yale and Nel

son, are concerned in the proper set-
tlement of that question. It must be
passed upon first by the house and later
by all the eonstituencies. We do not
ibelieve that a year will pass without a
-general election, when we hope it will!
‘be decided by the people of British Co-|
lumbia once for all whether or mot we
have responsible government.

AR B T e

ALIEN MINERS.

It is well to remind the people of
British Columbia that one of the sub-
jeets to be dealt with at the Quebec oon-
ference is the rights of miners in Can-
ada and the United States respectively.
The intention is to reach some conclu-
sion which will be permanently binding!
upon both countries. We wish to point
out that the action which the commis-
sicners may take is likely to call for ac-
tion by the legislature of this provinece.
Neither the Imperial nor the federal par-
liament has the right to dispose of this
question without consultation with the
legislature of this province, which under
the terms of the Confederation act has
the exclusive power to deal with it. We
have hitherto in British Columbia admit-
ted aliens to an equal right in mines with
ourselves, the people of the United States
having in that respeect no greater advant-
age than other aliens.’ Will we be asked
to restrict the privileges of other aliens
and declare those of American citizens
permanent? Just now we have the right
to say that no aliens shall have any right
whatever in our mines, and a very con-
siderable number of our people would
like to see the legislature exercise it.
It was one of the moot questions in the
last house and there is no doubt that if
the government had favored such a pol-
icy, the house would have promptly vot-
ed to prevent the issue of mining licenses
to any except British subjects, or per-
sons who had deelared their intention
of becoming such. The policy of the late
government was to leave an open door
in this matter. What is the policy of the
present government on the subject, or
has it any policy? If asked by the fed-
eral government to endorse a proposi-
tion making the right of American citi-
zens to take up and hold mining claims
in this province permanent, will they re-
commend the legislature to pass an act
to that effect? If they are asked to in-
troduce and pass through the house a
measur(;\depriving all aliens, other than
citizens of the United States, from en-
joying the privileges granted by our min-
ing laws, will they accede to the pro-
pcsition? Have they thought out what

consideration they will ask as an induce-
ment for the province to relinquish its

control over its mines to that extent?
This is one, but not by any means the
only question likely to be brought up at
the Quebec conference in which the legis-
lature and people of British Columbia
have a direct concern, and it is very
greatly to be regretted that there is not
some one at Quebee¢_able to speak for
the province and insist that its rights
shall be safeguarded in any concessions
that may be made to our neighbors. The
composition of the commission does not
indicate any special desire on the part
of the federal government to sce that
the interests of this province, which is
so deeply concerned in the outcome of
the conference, shall be properly watch-
ed, and the provincial government seems
disposed to ignore the matter entirely.

THE WEST COAST.

Advices from the West Coast continue
to be very favorable to the prospects of
mining there. As good reason now
exists to expect great developments there
as Reossland afforded four years ago.
The quality of the ore is every whit as
good as that of the Ressland product.
The deposits promise to be fully as ex-
tensive and numerous. The facilities
for reaching them and of shipping out
ore are better, and the absence of severe
winter weather is a great advantage. A
very great deal of work is in progress,
although the public do not hear very
much about it. The reason of this is
that there is not the speculative element
behind the West Coast that there was
behind Rossland. Before there was
anything to the great Kootenay camp
worth mentioning, as it then appeared,
Spokane was booming it for all it was
worth. The whole country was set to
talking about it, and there was a lot of
buginess being done before an ounce
of gold had been got out in the
regular course of smelting. - There are
just as many elements on the West
Coast for a mining boom as Rossland
had in those days, but so little is said
about it that even people in Victoria do
not realize that any day results may be
announced from Alberni and elsewhere
that will give us a Kootenay at our very
doors. Perhaps it is just as well to go
a little slowly in such matters, and thus
avoid disappointment, but we are not
sure that Victoria people are not taking
the matter a little too indifferently. It
is a way thely have, and we are not satis-
fied - that it is altogether a good way.
We Enpw this, that if such prospects as
those already known on the West Coast
existed within a short distance of any
other city, the people would devise ways
and means of letting the world know the
fact.

One more  observation may  be made
to the people of this city, and it is that
they are making a very great mistake
in hugging the delusion that, by some
means or other, they are going to make
Victoria a distributing centre for Koot-
enay. They ought not to live in a fool's
paradise any longer on  this subject.
They will always be able to do a certain
proportion of the trade of the Interior,
but we may make up our minds that the
business men of the interior, if they can
prevent it, will not permit the Coast
cities to supply them. They will make
their own importations direct, and will
buy for themselves in Eastern Canada.
We produce so little on the Coast that

the Interior needs, that there is really

not much negessity for eoming here for
anything. This is mot :a pleasant truth,
but the truth is freguently unpleasant.
Victoria and Vancouver will both be-
come important cities, and will always
enjoy a goodly share of the trade of the
Interior, but their great source of pros-
perity will be their foreign commerce
and the development of the Coast region.

The sooner our people make up their|

minds to this, dnd act accordingly, the
better it will be for them.

This is not to minimize in the least the
future greatness of the cities named. At
1he rate trans-Pacific trade is growing,
a decade will witness such an expansion
as will astonish the world, and the Coast
cities will profit immensely by it. But
{he point we wish to force home this
morning is that the mineral wealth of
Vancouver Island, apart altogether from
its coal, seems likely to be sufficient of
itself to more than double the business
importance of the city, and we want to
see the peeple of Victoria take such steps
as will enable them to enjoy at the earli-
est .possible day the great prosperity
which will flow from the exploitation of

that wealth. i
b PR

LABOR DAY.

When you come to think of it, the day
just past is a feature of the age in which
we live. A holiday is of itself not such
an extraordinary thing that one more or
less calls for special comment. But
there is no holiday quite like Labor Day
in its significance. 'We are so accus-
tomed to the word that we forget that
holiday meant origipally “holy day,”
that is, a day consecrated to religious
ceremonies, or in commemoration of some
saint, or some incident in the life of
Jesus of Nazareth. Thus we had Sun-
day, Christmas, Good Friday, and a few
conspicuous saints’ days. In some Euro-
pean countries the practice once was, and
may now be, for individuals to observe
as a holy day the day set apart for the
particular saint whose name he bore. Of
course, long before the Christian era
there were holidays, but they were called
by another name, and with the downfall
of the Roman Empire and the institution
of rigorous church rule, every other holi-
day than those which were holy days
was strictly prohibited. As time wore
on, holidays, in the sense of days of
recreation or secular celebration, began
to be observed. The beginning of the
New Year, the birthday of the reigning
sovereign, or some important event in a
pation’s history was set apart as a holi-
day quite apart from any religious sig-
nificance. But all these are local, in
the sense that they are confined to the
particular country in which they are es-
tablished. Labor Day is almost a uni-
versal holiday among civilized nations,
although the same date is not observed
everywhere. The interesting fact is
that nearly every civilized country has
set apart a day in recognition of the dig-
nity and influence of labor. Nothing is
more significant of the place which the
working classes have taken in the affairs
of the world. The man with his coat
off comes very mnear to controlling the
destinies of nations to-day. The earnest
desire of all true patriots should be that
he will learn to  appreeciate the tre-
mendous possibilities ' involved in his

new power.
it

Everything points to an immense ex-
port of food products from America to
Asia. Great Britain, Japan and Russia
are likely to be the largest purchasers in
the immediate future, but it will not be
long before China is in the market as a
far more .extensive buyer than at pres-
ent. 'This will mean much for Canada,
for it is easily apparent that the United
States cannot much increase its export
of wheat, which is the prineipal -product
in demand. On the other hand, only
the margin of the great Canadian wheat
field is cultivated.

A very active campaign is in progress
all over Canada in favor of prohibition.
Doubtless -there' is more or less work
being done on the other side, but it is
not very conspicuous. If we may- judge
from the newspapers, there will be a
very large vote thrown in the Eastern
rrovinees, with the exception of Quebec.

The Hooley exposure seems likely to
cause the death of the * guinea pig.”
But what will the promoter and the in-
vestor do without the animal ?

S ST e BT R

1t is said that some United States cap-
italists, with John P. Morgan at their
head, contemplate the immediate con-
struction of a trans-Pacific cable via
Hawaii, with a branch from some point
in Northern Washington to Sitka, and
thence by way of the Aleutian islands

to Japan.

The adjournment of the Quebec Con-
ference until the 20th instant will afford
an opportunity for this province to get
before the Canadian commissioners any
arguments that may be, thought worth

presenting.

Replying to a correspondent, we may
say that Omdurman is on the opposite
side of the Nile to Khartoum, The lat-
ter city has not been rebuilt since .the
Mahdi destroyed it at the time of, Gor-
don’s death.

Late dispatches indicate that there
must have been very severe fighting at
Khartoum; but before any callow youth
emits any vituperation of the British
army,- it would be well for him to wait
for particulars. g

It is reported in Vancouver that a
Conservative candidate will be brought
ovt in opposition to Attorney-General
Martin. . Under these circumstances
what will Finance Minister Cotton de?

) o
Paris is in a ferment over Dreyfus.
It is a strange thing when a great nation
is afraid to do an aet of simple justice.

AVegetable Prcparation forAs-
similating theFood and Regula-
fing the Stomachs anchwvﬁsr of

Promotes Digestion,Cheerful-

ness and Rest.Contains neither

wm,Morphine nor Mineral.
OT NARCOTIC.

Rocgpe of 013 Tr SAMUZL PITCEER
Papliin Sesd -
Dodialls 5""&"'-

Aperfect Remedy for Constipa-
tion, Sour Stomach, Diarrhoea,
Worms Convulsions,Feverish- ||
ness and LOSS OF SLEEP.

Fac Simile Si"gnature of

NEW YORK,

Atb

THAT THE

| FAC-SIMILE
SIGNATURE

— O ——

IS ON THE

. WRAPPER

OF EVERY
BOTTLE OF

GASTORIA

Oastorla is put up in one-size bottles only, It
is not sold in bulk. Don’t allow anyone to sell
you an, else on the plea or promise that it

0 is '‘just as good” and “will answer every pur.
B pose. A Boo that you get C-A-5-T-0-R-IA,

¢ 1
S T
of 2 (4 wrapper,

CANADA MUST SIT UP.
Portland Oregonian.
The leading .questions that will come
up for discussion and settlement before

 the sitting conference at Quebee, repre-

senting Great Britain, the Dominion,
Newfoundland on the one side, and the
United States on the other, are pelagic
sealing and the delimitation of the
boundary between Alaska and British
Nor_t.h America. - In regard to pelagic
sealirg, we hold that the restrictions
piaced upon it by the Paris board of ar-
bitration as to time, place, modes of
destruction, are insufficient to prevent
the complete obliteration of seal ‘life at
no remote period. At present the de-
siruction of pregnant females * and the
mothers of pup seals through Kkilling
seals in the open seas, threatens the
herd with extinction.

The discovery of gold at the Klondike
and elsewhere on the headwaters of the
Yukon makes the speedy settlement of
the Alaska boundary of great import-
ance. Another important question for
settlement is the revision of the clauses
of the treaty of 1818 by which Ameri-
cans are prevented from obtaining bait
or supplies in the Atlantic ports of Can-
ada. It is reported that New England
is anxious for reciprocity, but of what
value is any concession Canada could
make, so long as the present preferential
tariff of 23 per cent., enacted last year
in favor of England, stands ?
Canada tell us how the admission of our
manufactures to a market of 5,000,000
consumers can be reckoned an equiva-
lent for the admission of Canadian raw
products to a market of 70,000,000 ?
Reciprocity is out of the question under
these circumstances. s

There-is only one straight road to free
trade between Canada and this country,
and that is through political union. All
previous joint Anglo-American confer-
ences which have met to arrange differ-
ences between Canada and the United
States have either settled nothing er
settled nothing right. The present hope
for a more favorable outcome than in
the past is due to several causes. Kirst,
England and the United States have
reached a state of mutual good feeling;
second, we have, through recent events,
the advantage of . So far as
the seal herd is concerned, it is become a
matter of comparatively small conse-
quence, for the Canadian hunters have
reduced the herd so ‘greatly in numbers
that it will probably be game not worth
the candle to try and preserve the
wretched remnant. In Alaska we hold
within our borders the approaches to
Canadian territory; we hold the best
fisheries on the Alaskan coast; in Cuba
and Porto Rico we control the seat of
the colonial Canadian trade in fish,
which we can destroy by tariff regula-
tion, just as the sugar of (_Juba and
Porto Rico in our hands will destroy
the market for the sugar of the English
West Indies. Canada hitherto has pre-
vented up from making reciprocity treat-
jes with Jamaica and Newfoundland,
but to-day we control in Cuba and Porto
Rico a lucrative tropical market - for
the fish of Newfoundland, and we can
ruin the sugar trade of Jamaica and the
other English islands of the West In-
dies. Newfoundland has a place in this
conference, and the English West Indies
will be heard before it.

AN OTTAWA CONSPIRACY.

.Toronto Mail and Empire

ire.

The British Columbia political erisis is
traced to Ottawa.

1t resulted from the decision there to
set up a local government in alliance
with the federal men, and to complete
the chain of provincial administrations
working for Siften and Tarte from-end
to end of the Dominion. - !

The union of local and Federal forces,
all coercive and corrupt, introduces a

new peril.

Will |

Sell the perfume among your
feturn the money, and we send

the This i
Am::%!m m%f?;ﬂé’é
timepiece. In ‘mention paper.

lmmu%ﬁ St. Toronto §

Bold enough to-day is the exploiting
and greedy element.

Entrenched behind the combined gov-
ernments, it will be more brazenly dis-
honest than ever.

If the federal politicians had not rea-
son to fear the people, they would not
reed to interfere in provincial concerns.

ALASKA POSTAL SERVICE.

THE SAXONS,

We sing the fame of the Saxon name,
And the spell of its world-wide power,
Of its trilumphs vast in the glorious past,

And the might of the rising hour;
And our bosonis glow, for we proudly know,
With the flag of Right unfurled,
That tﬂle strength and skill of the Saxon
w

Is bound to rule the' world.

And we glory not in the empty thought
That the Saxon arm fis, g,

Nor alone to know, tho’ ’tis surely so,

But this our -ci?de' with Wrong defled,
And the sin-cloud backward hurled,

That the word of God, our triumph rod,
Is bound to rule the world.

In days of yore from the Saxon shore
Our sea-born fathers came,

They conquered then by the might of men,
And sword, and spear, and flame;

But to us ’tis given by the voice of

Heaven,
With the peace flag far unfurled,
In our Union's might, by the power of

Right,
To nxfe, 'neath God, the world.
In the olden time there were deeds sub-

me,
And dear-bought victories won;
For %1;9 hearts werp true on the heaving
ue :

Or behind the fortress gun;
And theyh tchumploned Right in’ their rising

mig]
‘With their war-flags old unfurled;
Yea, Wrong went down ’neath the Saxon
§ 3
But its smile shall rnle the world.
And perchance of old if the truth be told,
__There were brother hearts estranged;
But the wound is healed and the friendship
sealed
As the years have upward ranged.
Let the tale of wrong, now dead so long,
‘With the old war-flags be furled;
For a .peace sublime, in the coming time,
Is bound to rule the world.
“Tis a mighty dower, this earth-wide power,
And a mighty task involves;
With our hearts steel-true, let us hold in

view
The might of our high resolves;

Let us stand for right in our race’s might,
With our fearless flag unfurled;

For the might of Love, from our God

above,
Is bound to rule the world.
—Willlam R. Wood in Montreal Witness.

CAPITAL NOTES,

A Long Series of Blunders by Lieuten-
ant-Governor—Flebiscite Cam-
paign Like Sham Battle.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

Ottawa, Sept. 5—Hon. G. E. Foster-
arrived to-day on his return from British
Columbia. In an interview, he told how
greatly impressed he had been with the
progress evidenced on every hand in the
Pacific province, especially in the mining
districts. e

As to the political turnover, he said
the Lieutenant-Governor's actions have
been a long series of blunders. :

Speaking of the plebiscite campaign,
Mr. Foster said that while the churches
are displaying much activity in organiz-
ing to get out the vote, the general belief
that the government will do nothing,
even if a favorable vote is recorded,
has resolved the battle into one with
blank ' cartridges.

The Conservative prospects throughout
the West Mr. Foster regards as excel-
ient,

SR R S

DYSPEPSIA GROANS for what Na-
ture alone provides for this stomach
curse. Dr. Von Stan’s Pineapple Tab-
lets are Nature’s Panacea for all stom-
ach ills. Pleasant and positive cure for
Sour Stomach, Distress after Eating,
Loss of Appetite, Wind on the Stomach,
Dizziness, Nausea, Catarrh of the Stom-
ach, Sick Headache and all d{sord?rS‘
directly traceable to sluggish digestive
organs; 35 cents. Sold by Hall & Co.,-

and Dean & Hiscocks.
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THE HOOLEY

(The Times, Thursday,
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BAD HEART-—-DIZZ

Life was a Living Death,
Cure for the Heart Rel
Minutes.

“I was so troubled wil
‘that I could not stand on
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