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WEEK-END NOTES.

CHAPTER XXIX.
(1. C. MORRIS.)

THE SPANISH VESSELS.

rhe shipping in the harbour during
o sixties was very varjed from what
it 18 to-day; and there was a larger
representation of Buropean Nations
yan we now have, or have had for
jong while. At present our com-
gerce is confined principally to the
iips which sail under the British
g, with a few from Norway and
gweden. At the time of which we
te there was a very large busi-
ese done with Spain, and because
o that there was annually a fleet of
Spanish ships visiting Newfoundland.
) few of those ships went to Har-
hour Grace, but the greater number
of them came here to 8t. John’s.
mose ships were mostly brigantines,
yith an occasional brig; and now
md then a bark. Amongst the barks

remember one which impressed
s 25 being the most beautiful ship
pt we had, to that date, been on
berd of. The bark was called the
olconda, and was.modelled on very
gceful lines, and was lavishly
mounted with brass work, and carv-

The Spanish ships began to arrive

I St. John's late in June, and the
st of the fleet usually reached port |
jrring Julv, and remained until the-’
fuly autumn;

but by the end of Oc- ,housed and all-the upper yards low-

tober the most of them would have
taken their departure.. On arrival in
port they made anchorage in the
stream at the discretion of the cap-
tain, or the advice of the pilot, as at
that time there was not any harbour
master—the late Capt. Robinson be-
ing the first. harbour . master. - But
as a rule the ships were anchored
as near as possible to the premises
at which they intended to buy their
fish; but most of the Spanish ves-
sels dealt directly with the firm of
C.F Ben_nett & Co., and their cargoes
consisted of salt from Cadiz and
Trapani. The ships usually brought
a large quantity of cocoa nuts. The
cocoa nuts, of course, were a great
attraction for the boys at that time,
there not being any fruit shops im
St. John’s, and it was quite. custom-
ary to go down to the wharves and
buy a six-penny cocoa nut from one
of the Spanish ships.

The custom on board those ships
was quite worthy of admiration from
a social, as well as from a common
sense, standpoint. First they made a
good anchorage, as they would be in
the stream probably eight or ten
weeks; then all their sails- were un-
bent, and stowed below, and also the
running rigging.  The topmasts were

- § especially. while hau

men, in addition to which there was
generally a supercargo, or & purchas-
L ing agent, who usually brought with
him his wife; and the captains also
very often had their wives with them,
There seemed to be a leisure in the
lives. of those people, which we our-
selves either never had, or if 'we had
it, we have lost it. They evidently
had discovered a great deal of the
joytul side of life, hence it was, that
during the time they were in port,
in .at the
} Wharves, they would sit on deck and
j indulge in pleasant - conversation;
{and in the meantime they sipped
their wine, and played their guitars.
The scene was very typical of Span-
ish life. The custom at that time
was to buy for ready cash, as bank-
ing and finance were not then de-
veloped to that high degree of ex-
change, which we have to-day, and
there being little or ‘no communica-
tion with the outside world, there was
a greater necessity for ready cash.
Thus it was, that the buyers, or the
agents, brought with them gold and
silver, so that at any time, the Span-
ish dollar, known as the doubloon,
was . very largely circulated here in
the city.

There was a refinement and a dig-
nity about those Spanish captains,
and the agents who came with them,
and about their wives, which indica-
ted strict training and marked. polite-
ness. Certain it is that respect for
others was exercised to a large de-
gree. We seem to-day to have lost
some of this, and to have broken too
far from the deportment and polite~
ness of former days. The Spanish
ships were usually painted in bright
and attractive colors.
pale blue, many were flesh color, and
a few were white, or rather a cream
color.
ed-with rich yellow copper, and they
provided excellent
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< | of food than it is to-day.
Z  at that time we had shore crews in |
| addition to the fishing crews,
| these crews paid more attention to

of ubout one hundred and . *

Some were |

They were all copper bottom- |
ithey were very exact in their
accommodation !
| tion to its quality.

~ At all Deslers. -
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for the crew, and especially tpr the
captain and his officers; and instead
of the cramped quarters which we
have too often seen in our own Brit-
ish ships, there were spacious apart<
ments, well furnished with rich drap-
eries, and therefore very comfortable.
Many of the ships had houses on
deck; but whether on deck or below
deck, the builders and the owners
remembered the crews, and deemed
them worthy sufficient space to live
in with sgme degree -of comfort; and
therefore they did not commercialise
the whole ship—a thing taht has
been ‘too often done.

There has been a marked improve-
ment in British ships during the last
half century. I have boarded hun-
dreds of ships, have been boarding.
them for fifty years, and have been
surprised at the dingy and dark fore-
castles in which sailors have had to
live, and the cramped cabin in which
captains have had to sleep, and at
the same time this’ was done under |
the registry of the British Shipping |
Act. About the time of which we |
write, Samuel Plimsoll came to the
front in England, and by his efforts
he gained great reforms in the life
of the British sailor, and in the ioad-
ing of British ships; and to-day his
name- is remembered by the mark
known as Plimsoll’s. Strange to say
Newfoundland has almost entirely
lost her trade with Spain, but it is
pleasing to note that of late there
is a revival in this direction.. There
was at that date the Spanish Consuls,
amongst whom was our respected
friend Capt. Perez, also Mr. Singala
and Mr. Mendez. Our Spanish buy-
ers of whom we have written, were
very cautious in their dealings, and
pur-
chases of fish, and paid strict atten- |
It would seem |

{ that fish fifty years ago, when land- |
| ed at St. John's, was a better article |

Of course |

and |

;the cleaning and making of the ﬂsh,j

{ than seems

to be possible to-day.

\ | However, the Spaniards always sought !
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S | a good article, and they loaded their
| vessels carefully and cautiously, and

| ting sail for home.
| them had much leisure which appar-

| to have made it. pay, and they got

|
i
|

? tine was lost in the vicinity of Black

S | smoke enveloped the bay for several

‘amid the density of the smoke, got
.on the shoals,

then battened their hatches well,
lashed their boats, removed their |
awnings, set up -their topmasts, out-_’
rigged their jibbooms, and set up
their lanyards, and in many- cases
waited for the new moon, before set-
Truly most of

ently was expensive, but they seemed

through without 1loss' or accident.
There was, however, one fatal acci-
dent which occurred in the summer
of 1876, by which a Spanish brigan=

Head: At that time a forest fire
swept the Southside Hills, and a dense

days. It was during those eventful
days the ship reached the offing, and

and being towards
evening, with no assistance at hand,
the good ship went down, and with her
also went her brave captain, his beau-
tiful wife and their little daughter.
Early next day their bodies were re-
covered, and they were given Chris-
tian burial at Belvedere. They re-!
turned not to suhny. Spain, but having
made the voyage in safety, and almost
see the city to which they were

g, they missed the port. Such |
is part of human life; such is the |
tragedy of the sea; such has been the |
story of all maritime peoples, and]
such will it be, while ‘men go down
to the sea in ships, and do busidess
in the great waters.”
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: -streams, .
f" He threaded the paths and laties:
On the hﬂls he sought his mmmx!g

In the woods he forget ldl pdnl.
Oon! sad, sad hills. Oh! eo!d. ‘
In torrov‘ he learned the truth—

'One may go back to the land ot his |-
birt!
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. He cannot go buk to his youth.

~In almost every state of the United
States the Newfoundlander is to be
found;,  and in almost every instance
he has rendered a good account of
himself, in Whatever position of life
he may occupy. But: whilst  he pos-
sesses all the comforts that may be
enjoyed in this life—he ever casts a
longing eye tonrds that land he loves
80 well-~the' shores of dear old Terra
Nova.'The thought 1s ever in his mind
as to the day when he will once more
visit the scenes of his childhood, and
once more associate with the com-
panions of his youth, visit well re-
membered scenes, and talk over the
events of the.past. Such scenes as the
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Vidl are never effaced from his, mem- |
ory, and the soulstirring strains of !
our National melody, “the Banks of |
Newfoundland,” as played by ouri
city bands will make the blood course |
through his veins. It is with this ob-
ject in view that one of our patriotic |
Newfoundlanders, 'Mr. Thomas J.
Mpyler, has returned to his native land
by the S.S. Rosalind for a brief per-
iod, to once more view the scenes cf
his childhood, and receite a hearty |
welcome from his old triends and as- |
sociates of former years.

Mr. Myler left St. John's in' the year |
1886 (thirty-seven years ago) and has |
since resided in the city of Chlcago.l
U.8.A. During all this period (being‘
a cooper by trade) he has held a|
prominent position in the great l‘h'mI
of the Armour Packing Co., of the
above city. It is needless to say that'
Mr. Myler must be most proficient in
his work, otherwise he would mot |
have retained his position in such a |
world-renowned. firm for such a

|
|
!
|

; lengthy period. [
in l'xis‘i %

During his younger days
native city of St. John’s he was one |
of the best known cricketers, and tor‘
several years was a member of the |
Mechanics Club, of which® Charlie |
Ryan, Tot Wallace, McFarlane, John |
Ryan, printer, John Murphy, Pat
Will. Goudie and many |
others were members. They tought
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success. After some years several of |

{ the members emigrated to the United {
; Stafes, and those who were left such |

as Charlie Ryan, Pat Wallace, etc., |
joined up with the famous Shamrock
Club, who were for many years in- |

ivlnclble on the field. Who  amongst
the older generation does not remem- | -
ber the terrific bowling. of Professor | s

Johnny Bennett and Jerry Savage, the
splendid wicket-keeping of Charlie
Ryan, nad above all the “drives of
Tom Bates o'er Pleasantville?” Then
there were such famous batsmen as
Keating, Wallace, Berrigan and sev- |
eral others who are still in the flesh.
In ‘those days Tom Myler was known
as the “doc” amongst the boys. I don't l
know why, except that he may have
possessed some - medical .skill in
binding.up the wounds of his com-
rades, received through the terrific
bowling of Bennett and Savage. I
heard one of the officers of the com-
modore ship in port one summer re-
mark: “I would sooner face a cannon
ball than the bowling of that man
Bennett.”

In our Annual Regatta forty years
ago Mr. Myler also took a prominent
part, and one year in the eighties he
rowed in the race boat Rosetta, owned

first in the juvenile race, which was
the only one for the day that she
showed up. The crew on that occas-

John Mallam, Harry Simms, - Nix
Chislett, Scott and Tom Myler him-
self.

And now after having lpent the
greater portion of his life far from
his native land, he is once more
amongst us to visit the old scenes of
his conguesis and defeats, and I feel
assured all his old friends will extend
to him a hearty . and - sincere New-
foundland yqloomo, and that speaks
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William J. (H.M. Customs), John and:
Charlie of this city, and Adam and
one sister in Chicago, There i mno
doubt our tellow-countryman will en-
joy himself during his visit, and we
éxtend to him an old-time welcome.
Mr. Myler will remain amongst us for
& couple of weeks,

West End Taxi Service.
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New Course in .
. Use of Insulin. '}

General llosplhl Inv!tos All' Doctors
to Attend Free of Charge. 3
Realising the tremendous possibili-
ties of the.new insulin cure, and re-
alising that it must be imparted to
the medical profession in general,
and not solely to hospital clinic stafs
if ‘the best possible benefit is to be

derived from it, hospitals are plan-.

ning to give courses of mltrnctlon in
its use.

'The Montreal Genonl Hospital to-
hy announces’ the inauguration of &
short course in the use of . insulin,
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facht “Josephine,

ong 9” deep, 150 H.P.' Automatic engine, speed
ots, 99 tons registered ; fitted with electric lights,
endent Dynamo and Storage. Batteries, Search-
5 Lavatories, 2 Toilets and Bath, running water.
hished in mahogany throughout. Cruising range
i 0 miles. Electric windlass for taking up anchor;
Saloon has

mn odatlon for 12 people.:
r further particulars and inspection, apply te
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