
CHAPTER V.

sently she sat down, and clasping her

to reverie; and she was so lost in 
thought that she was almost startled 
by the sudden appearance in her soli
tude of another human being. A man 
had come round the bend of the wind
ing river: he was wading in the 
stream, fishing. It was the man 
whose fate she had been sent to de
cide. His tall figure was silhouetted 
against the bright sky, and his perfect 
ease and grace reminded her of one 
of Allingham's drawings to William 
Black’s novels; and she watched the 
movement of his arm, as he threw the 
fly, with a rapt attention.

He was quite unconscious of 
presence, and as he moved upmoved

»,

stream slowly, presently coming
abreast of her, she wras sensible of a 
curious feeling of embarrassment, 
and she was about to rise and go 
away softly so that he should not 
hear her, when he hooked a trout. It 
was a large fish; she saw his eyes 
grow keen, his lips tighten, as the 
line tightened, and his excitement 
communicated itself to her; uncon
sciously she rose and moved towards 
the stream, and as he secured the fish 
and put it in the. creel hanging at his 
side, she uttered a faint exclamation 
of satisfaction.

Faint as it was, his quick ears 
caught it, and he looked over his 
shoulder.

Veronica, half annoyed at her dis
play of interest, said, with even more 
than her usual hauteur:

“Gçpd-moruing : I want to speak to 
you.”

He raised his hat, and came to the 
bank slowly and regarded her wait- 
ingly and with perfect self-possession 
-—so perfect that Veronica almost re
sented it.

"T have been to Burchett's hut," she 
said, as coldly as before. ‘T came to 
tell him that Lord Lynborough says 
he^may engage you, though your re
ferences are not—are not as full a* 
the usual ones."

"I am obliged to his lordship,” said 
Ralph. “And I am very glad. I 
should have been sorry to go: it's a 
beautiful place.” He looked round at 
the river, the rising wood on the 
other bank, the bright sky. “Any 
man could be happy here.”

She caught up the skirt of her mus
lin dressrias if to go; but paused, her 
profile turned to him.

“Have you had good sport?” 
asked.

‘‘Faiyly," lie replied, respectfully 
enough, but with the tone of inde
pendence which Veronica had noted 
the first day she li^l seen him. “Of 
course, it’s too bright: but you can 
pick up a fish or two in the shallow 
pools; and the river swarms with 
them; it’g been well preserved and 
little fished, I should say. It’s grand 
sport,” he added, rather to himself 
than to her.

Veronica looked at the river rather 
wistfully. 1 “You seem to enjoy it,” 
she said.

He laughed. “There's nothing so 
enjoyable as sport,” he said; “it’s the

I haven t the least doubt of it, he
"Come further
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only time when a man can forget him
self. You can’t think much when 
you're setting your wits against a fish 
or a fox or a bear. You fish, of 
course?”

He stroke exactly as an equal would 
have spoken, and again the resent
ment rose in Veronica's breast, as she 
replied, coldly.

"No, I do not."
“Ah. that’s a pity, with this splen

did river at your command.”
“I never tried it,” said Veronica. 

“It looks easy.”
“So it does—when you don’t know 

it," he retorted, with a smile which 
occupied his eyes as well as his lips. 
“No doubt you think it’s easy enough 
to throw this fly into that shallow 
across the stream there. Try it.”

He held out the rod with a curve 
her of ^e lips that nettled Veronica. She 
the i hesitated a moment, then she took the 

rod—very nearly jerking’Ahe hook in
to his hand, by the way—and made a 
cast, and, of course, flopped the fly a 
few yards from her feet.

“Try again,” he said. "You made 
too sure of it, though confidence is 
usually half the. battle. Swing the 
rod over your shoulder easily— No, 
no, no: not like that! Give it to me; 
I’ll show you."

He took the rod from her and with 
obvious ease landed the fly where he 
wanted it. Veronica bit her lip; her 
blood was roused.

“Let me try again,” she said, and 
she made another futile effort.

He appeared to be interested in the 
lesson, and he stepped up close be
hind her and closed his hand over 
hers as it held the rod, as if he were 
unconscious of the difference between 
them.

“Now, let your hand go back,

replied,
stream.”

She obeyed, as the most docile pupil 
would have obeyed; and following his 
instructions, presently landed another 
fish. He seemed almost as pleased as 
she was.

“There is nothing a woman cannot 
do, if she tries," he said. “You have 
such light hands, such quick eyes, 
you can beat us at most things—not 
all: thank Heaven! Now you can 
understand why I am glad to remain 
here. Though I am sorry that my 
character wasn’t altogether satisfac
tory, Miss Gresham.

Veronica had seated herself on thei
bank and was watching him put on 
another fly.

"Why is it not?” she asked.
“Ah, well," he said, “in the first 

place, I'm a stranger, and strangers 
are always regarded with suspicion. 
And yet it's easily explained."

“Explain it,” said Veronica, trying 
to speak coldly, even haughtily, but 
feeling that she had failed; for it was 
very difficult to be haughty in the 
presence of this strange young man 
who was so fearfully self-possessed 
and unembarrassed.

“It's this way,” he said. “Though 
I am an Englishman, I have lived in 
Australia all my life. My mother was 
an Englishwoman. She emigrated 
with me, a tiny kid. I don't know 
why. She was a proud woman and a 
silent. Her husband had left her to 
fight the world alone."

“You mean your father?" said Vero
nica, fighting against the interest in 
his story.

”Nb, I don’t,” he said. “I shall put 
ou a blue upright now; some clouds 
have come over the sky, and a blue 
upright will tell. No, 1 don’t; I nev-

maii’a grief. She fought against the
sympathy; but jt was of no use. And 
half unconsciously she murmured:

“She. died.”

“Yes; I ought to have been glad. I 

know that now, but I was sorry, for— 

I loved her. After she had gone I 
took to wandering. I don’t think I 
cared very much what became of me. 
I got some work on some mines again. 
One day, as we were sitting round 
the camp fire, I heard a man, a ten
der-foot, a new-comer, talk about 
England. I was English. The man’s 
light words stirred up in me the de
sire to see the old country. I had 
saved some money—enough to pay 
my passage—and I started there and 
then. When I got to England I tried 
to get some work In London. A won
derful place London! A heaven for 

the rich, a hades for the poor! I 
worked at the docks. I am strong— 
they said I was the strongest man 
there—but they didn’t pay me more 
than the others, by the way.”

Veronica glanced sideways at his 
muscular frame, at the handsome 
face, with its expression of far-away 
reverie. Despite the difference be
tween them she was intensely Inter
ested. She could not only picture the 
man’s experiences, but imagine his 
moods.

(To be Co.ntinued.)
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j said. “That’s it. There! You have j ^est- 
nearly reached it. There’s 
there—”

“How do you know?" she asked.
"I don’t know: I feel.” lie said.

“They lie in the shallow under the 
boulders. Now throw again, gently, 
and yet as if your heart were in it.
Ah! I thought so; you've got a fish.
Now, wliat are you going to do with 
it? No, don’s force it, hut don’t 
slacken your line; just let him feel 
it.” \

Thè rod nearly bent double; Vero
nica was thrilling all over. She for
got that she was the chatelaine of 
Lynborough Court, that this man was 
only a gamekeeper—forgot every
thing in the excitement of the mo
ment.

“I shall lose it!" she exclaimed,
her eyes flashing, her lips apart,

He looked at her with a faint
smile of amusement which, in a sub
tle way, slid into one of admiration: 
Veronica, all in a glow, was enough 
to move a heart of flint.

“Oh, no, you won’t!" he said; “he’s 
well hooked; he’s a fine fish. Treat 
him gently. Let your line go gradu
ally; now tighten up. No, no!” al
most sternly. “Not so fast; he’ll 
break loose; gradually, easily. Ah! 
it’s a beauty!”

As she drew the fish on to a shal
low he waded in, netted it, and car
ried it to her to the bank.

“That’s your first fish,” he said.
"We ought to wet it. I’ve got a flask 
with'me in case of accidents.”

He too.k it from his pocket and 
poured some spirit into the cup, dil
uting it from the lucid water of the 
stream, and held it out to her with 
perfect gravity. Veronica was thril
ling with excitement and, all uncon
sciously, she took the cup and carried 
it to her lips. In an instant she had 
withdrawn it with a little shudder.

“Oh, it’s horrible!” she said.
“Not at all. It’s very good whiskey.

Don’t throw it away, please.”
He drank, and replaced the flask 

to his pocket.
“Well, what do you think of it?”
"It is delightful,” said Veronica, as 

it carried away by her excitement and 
satisfaction# “Do you think I can 
catch another?"

; for existence was hard; but I did my j
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got some work at the mines. But be
fore that I had been a sheep-boy, cat
tle-boy, anything that turned up. I 
earned enough for us both. I was 
doing well. Then"—he bent more 
closely over the fly so that Veronica 
could not see Ills face—“then she 
died."

There was a pause. It seemed to 
Veronica that she was sharing the
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