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WHY MR. BORDEN IGNORED HIS
STRONGEST ARGUMENT.

To the C. P. R, belongs the credit
of having unintentionaily .ffered Mr.
Borden the strongest argument he
could desire for the mnationalizaticn
of the telegraph systems—and to Mr
Jorden belongs the credit of haying
avoided that argument with a studi-
ous persistence that can not have
been dccidental.

While Mr. Borden was delivering
addresses in the western cities on the
advantages of national telegraphs the
newspapers of those cities were
strugggling for life and liberty against
the exorbitant demands of the C. P.
R. Telegraph company. What better|
opportunity for clinching his case
could an advocats of national tele-
graphs want? What better argument
could be devised against the unwis-
dom of permittipg a corporation to
absolutely control a telegraphic sys-
tem than to point to the manner in
which the C. P. R, was using its cus-
tomers? What better illustration
could be conceived of the injustice to
which a telegraph corporation will re-
sort in its attempt to muzzle the press
and to extract the last cent from its
vicims? While Mr. Borden ransack-
ed the antipodes for illustrations of
the advantages of public ownership,
here, fresh in the minds of his audi
tors, and of pressing personal concern
to every onz of them, was a glaring
example of the abuse of private own-
ership. What more could the honor-
able gentleman have wanted as an
argument for nationalization?

How did Mr. Borden use the argu-
ment thus provided by the greed of
a private telegraph company? Did he
cite -it as a signal instanee of abuses
which would be impossible under a
government-owned system? Did .he
demand that the €. P, R. telegraph
lines be nationalized, 6r that national
lines be broughtt into competifion
with them? Not a bit of it. Not one
word about the C. P. R, and the high-
way methods of its telegraph system.
So. far as his speechés. were congetned
no hearer could gather that Mr. Bor-
den had ever heard of any disagree-
ment, recent or remote, great or small,
of any kind or degree, between the
newspapers and the C. P. R. Tele-
graph company. Great Britain was
duly called upon for proof of the suc-
cess of national lines and Mr. Glad
stone was brought from the tomb to
testify that he favored a national sys-
tem, but not one word of the octopus
that at the moment was trying tc
choke the independence out of the
newspapers of the western country
and which had been bleeding them
white for twenty years.

Can it be that Mr. Borden did not
see the argument so accommodating-
ly provided by the blind greed of the
C. P. R.? Ii s0 he was probadbly the
only man in Western Canada who
could not see it, Certainly his oppon-
ents will not accyse Mr. Borden of so
defective vision, and surely his po
litical friends will not not plead short-
sightedness as an excuse for him
That Mr, Borden saw the argument
and appreciated its value no reason-
gble man will doubt. That he did not
use it‘can only have been because he
did not want to use it. And if he did
not want to use it this can only mean
either that Mr. Borden advocates na-
tionalization merely as an election
dodge or that he does not contemplate
extending the national system into the
territory dominated by the C. P. R.
Either he means that even if he had
ths power he would “forget” his na-
tionalization platiorm altogether or he
means that if he had the power it is
no part of his scheme to permit the
nationalization program to interfere
with the monopoly enjoyed by the C.
P. R, Telegraph Company. _{

That the argument would have prov-
ed more popular thdn his other argu-
ments only suggests how strong were
the ties which prevented Mr. Borden
using it. Public approval of himself
and his platferm was what he was
after. That he was getting little of it
from his stock arguments and illus-
trations must have been apparent to
Mr. Borden, That the C. P. R. co-
ercion tactics could be used in a way
to provoke much more popularity
must have appeared and appealed to
him. There is no conceivable public
reason why he should not have used
that argument. That there was a rea-
son goes without saying. The reason
can only have been private, and the
only conceivable private freason is
that Mr. -Borden’s alliance with the
C:< . R. prevented him drawing at-
tention fo its treatment of the public.

How strong are his corporation con-]
nections witness the circumstance
that they muzzled him from using
the argument that held hope of arous-
ing the public favor he assuredly was
not getting from the platitudes he was
retailing !

The west will get relief from the
adbuses of the C. , R. Telegraph Com-
pany, but not from any nationaliza-
tion program carried out by Mr. Bor-
den. His steadiast refusal to even
refer to the abuses makes it abundant-
ly plain that we would get no-relief
from them if Mr, Borden had the pow-
er to give it. Fortunately we will n-t
have to try the experiment ‘of what
Mr. Borden would or would not do
The Government have promised to in-
vestigate the conduct of the Company
and the result will probably be tc
bring it under thé wholesome author
ity of the Railway Commission,

THE AUSTRIAN PROBLEM..

For the past week the eyes of Eur

ope—at least of European govern-

ments—have been fixed on Vienna,
where the veteram Austrian Emperor
has been struggling with an illness
commonly expected to be the last.
From every European capital the dom-
inant note of the despatches has been
speculation as to what might happen
if Franz Joseph were called away.
For years one of the Emperor’s in-
ducements to continue living has been
to keep the Powers from quarrelling
over his dominions. His personality
has been adimitted by friend and foe
as the forca which bound Austria and
Hungary together. While he lived the
united nation could well take care of
itself; if he died racial rancour was
counted on to open the way for dis-
memberment of the Empire and its
eventual absorption by the neighbor-
ing States, In consequence, the con-
dition of the Emperor’s health has de-
termined very largely the theme of
consideration at the governmental
seats. When Franz Joseph was well
the Powers -entertained themselves by
quabbling “over Morocco and othn-r
sidz issues, “when he took a fever”
as an exchange aptly remarks, “all
“Europe suffered a sympathetic chill.”
The European nations are always
ready to overhaul the map of Eurn].u:
and always planning to extinguish
their neighbors in the hope of’gob-
bling up new stretches of territory.
This is the ultimate possibility from
which the diplomatist never takes
his eye, the remote reason that treat.
ics are made, alliances formed and
broken, standing armies maintained
and battleships constructed. To those
who do not live in Europe, there is
som<thing grotesquely - funny 'in the
Epectacle of a whole continent of na-
tions each lookiing for an opportunity
to knoek its neighbors in the 11en;i
u.nd appropriate their possessions. For
those who reside in Europe it i

s by
210 means so funny,

Politically, the
vaunted European civilization appears

o have accomplished little more in
Europe than to develop the tribal
and family feud into a national affair
without altering its nature and but‘
slightly modifyinig its methods,

The ambitions of Germany are cred-
ited with making the Austrian situa-
tion one of very general and abdbiding
%'zterest to Europe. Rightly or wrong-
ly, the Kaiser is supposed to have de-
signs on Austria, and with Austria
2dded 10 Germany the Kaiser would
control .Central Europe from: the
North Sea and the Baltic to the Adri-
atic. He could then dictate to Italy
aad France as to whether or not they
should continue: alliances ‘with Great
Britain, while the union of the Ger-
man and Austrian armies would ai-
ford the Czar an excellent reason for
maintaining friendship with his pow-
erful neighbor, In a word the Em-
peror of Germany would be master of
Europe, or in a splendid position to
consider himself such and to act ac-
cordingly.

This readjustment of the European
boundaries can, of course, be prevent-
ed by Austria and Hungary standing
firmly together when death removes
the head of the combined nations.
The weakness of Russia makes it
impossible for a German-Russian al-
liance to take matters into their own
hands and settle the Austrian ques-
tion regardless alike of the Austrians
and the rest of Europe. And in any
event the other Powers would not be
likely to stand idly by.while the ‘bal-
ance of power was thrown so badly
out of joint, Only a sadly divided
house with one.faction strongly favor-
able to German admissign could now
niake possible the .dream the Kaiser is
supposed to indulgé,

Fortunately there is good reasom to
believe Austria and. Hungary wil« pre-
fer to exist in union rather than per-
ish separately. The racial prejudice
which has been relied on to open the
way for disunion and dismemberment
has been materially reduced by the
advent of a new generation of voters
who appear to think more of the pres-
ent and the future than the past. In
the last elections the pan-Germanic
element suffered severely and the for-
eign propaganda of the Kaiser is not
likely to better their fortunes.

A VAIN PROMISE.

Mr. Borden told a Wetaskiwin audi-
ence that it mattered little whether ot
not he was the next premier of Can-
ada so long as Canada gets clean ad-
ministration of public affairs. In oth-
er words the Halifax platform is not
worth considering and all Mr. Bor-
den has to offer iy his promise to
conduect public busiress “honestly.

This is a candid admission so far
as it goes but it does not
enough, Mr.

go far
Borden should have
added that judging from his present
circumstances he would not be in a
position to make good his promise if

he were placed in power, however

much he might desire to do 8o. For
crediting him with the best of inten-

tions it must be admitted that the
conduct of the Opposition under his
leadership has not been of a kind to
give promise of official integrity if
the Opposition should accede to
power. Those from whom Mr. Borden
would have to select his cabinet if
he became premier have not been able
to maintain their respectability even
in Cpposition. What would they do
it placed in power? If neither thes in
fluence of Mr. Borden nor their own
hope of political advancement has
been sufficient to keep these gentle-
men in the narrow way of -business
propriety what hope that they would
mend their habits if given broader
opportunities to display their acquisi-
tive talents?

Moreover the attitude of Mr. Bor-
den toward the offenders has certain-
ly not been calculated to inspire them
with a terror of wrong-doing nor to
justify any expectation that he would
exert an effective discipline over them
if the .business of the country were
committed to their handling. If ever
a party needed to receive and preserve
a good name it is the party Mr, Bor-
den leads, for without that what
hope could they entertain of ever
reaching power? Yet toward.those who
have tarnished his party’s name and
deflected public confidence from it Mr.
Borden has displayed only the most
sympathetic concern. Even in the
face of the party demanding their
abandonment Mr, Borden has pre-
served these gentlemen as his counsel-
lors, has defended them alike from the
party and public and is today touring
the country for the express purpose of
diverting attention from them and ot
whipping the party into line for their
defence. What other conclusion ¢an
Mr. Foster, Mr. Fowler and their asso-
ciates draw than that they have the
approval of Mr. Borden? ‘And that
should the fortunes of war throw the
government of the-country into their
hands they. would have his approval
and protection in continuing in the
broader field thus opened to them the
operations which have made them
conspicuous in a more limited sphere?
And what reason have the people ol
Canada to suppose that Mr. Borden
as premier would repudiate the con-
duct which he approves as leader of
the Opposition? If he cannot and will
not try to discipline his forces when
fighting for life what reason to sup-
pose he would restrain their predatory
inclinations when the resources of the
Dominion cbuld be treated as spoils
of war?

But -taking the honorable gentle-
man’s statement at face value this is
simply an admission that he has only
half the qualifications of good govern-
ment to offer us. Honest administra-
tion is commendable and desirable in
the highest degree but administration
which is only honest cannot be good
administration, Scores of business
houses in Canada have been conduct-
ed on principles of serupulous honesty
and yet are in financial straits today.
Thousands more under equally honest
management have remained stagnant
and unprogressive while their neigh-
bors were expanding and developing
along every line of opportunity. The
principles which underlie a success-
ful business concern and a successful
Government are the same. Honesty is
the first consideration, but honesty
without enterprise is only half the
.onsideration. The Government: of
Hon. Alexander MacKenzie was con-
spicuously honest but it lasted only
four years. It was succeeded by a
Government which was not conspicu-
ously honest but which gave rein to
enterprise and lasted eighteen years.
Canada wants honest government but
Canada needs also progressive govern-
ment. At present Canada has both
honest -and progressive - government;
Mr. Borden undertakes only to give us
honest government and his course as
leader of the Opposition denies that
he would even give us this.

A GOOD CONSTITUTION.

Toronto Saturday Night very sens-
ibly points out that ii Canada escapes
a period of hard times our gratitude
will not be due to either the banks,
the wholesalers nor the newspapers
who have made it their special busi-
ness to publish broadcast the gloomy
forebodings of pessimistic prophets.
The home city of Saturday Night as-
pires to become the financial, commer-
cial and intellectual centre of the Do-
minion; it is to be hoped the influ-
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ence of the following paragraphs will
become duly mixed with these ambi-
tions.

“If Canada is not to have a period
of hard times the credit will not be-
long to the Canadian banks which
shut down on all eredits with a sud-
Jen bang, and hunted cover as pre-
cipitately as Jowa farmers make for
their storm cellars when they see a
eyclone coming over the hill.

“The credit will not belong to the
wholesalers who shortened credits
with one quick jerk of the reins and
sent dismal literature explaining their
action into every nook and corner of
the Dominion.

“The credit will not to any large
extent belong to the newspapers
which interviewed at  much
length every prophet of evil who want-
2d to see his name in print, coupled
with an estimate of how much below
normal is the value of the agricultur-
al crop this year,

“If we escape a severe attack of
hard times the credit will not belong
to any of these agencies that usually
claim eredit for so much., The credit
will ‘belong to the .country, which has
the constitution of a horse, and the
optimism of a thoroughbred colt
which expects to win races but never
dreams of being harnessed to heavy
draught work. 1f our prosperity can
stand the needless knocks it has been
zetting this year, it can stand any-
thing.”

have

“STAND PAT.”

A lull has occurred in the negotia-
tions looking toward the sale of the
Edmonton street railway franchise,
pending, it is understood, a definite
offer from the centleman who opened
the negotiations. Meantime the city
commissioners will ask the city coun-
cil for power to negotiate for the
Strathcona street railway  franchise.
This move broadens the street railway
question from that of the Idmonton
system alone to. the general situation
in relation to both reities; and the cir-
cumstances under ‘{thich the question
s broadened invite some attention
from the ratepayers of bath.

On the face of things the proposal
to purchase the Strathcona franchise
at this stage of the game looks decid-
adly suspicious. If Edmonton were in
a position to exercise its fran-
chise forthwith thére might be good
reason for endeavoring also to secure
.he Strathcona franchise. But when
the inability of Edmonton to exercise
ts franchise is being urged as a rea-
son for selling the franchise, it cer-
tainly savors: of the unusual that a
proposition should be made for Ed-
monton to-secure the Strathcona fran-
If we cannot construct a stre=t
railway in Edmonton how could we
undertake to consiruct a system {or
botn cities? And
inability to complet> our
arged as a reason why we should sell
that system the propozal to secure the
Strathcona franchise looks very much
like a proposal to lump both fran-
chises and turn them oven to a cor-
poration.

It is argued, and correctly argued,
that the inter-urban traffic would be
the most valuable traffic for a local
electric road; that therefore, a system
connecting the two cities might be
operated at advanage sooner than a
system confined to the limits of either.
It is also argued, equally correctly,
that if separate systems were instal-
led they might fall under hostile or
unsympathetic management and the
traffic between the two cities made
annec2ssarily expensive and incon-
venient; that, for example, an Ed-
monton man might be charged one
fare by the Edmonton system for car-
rying him half way to Strathcona, and
another fare by the Strathcona sys-
tem for taking him to his destination.
There is reason in both arguments
and if they were advanced as reasons
why the' two cities should unite in
constructing and operating one sys-
tem of street railway connecting and
traversing the cities the arguments
would be conclusive. But advanced “as
reasons why the two franchises should
be turncd over to*a corporation the
arguments are bad, for the excellent
reason that corporation ownership oi
street ratlways is vad.

No one will aispute the desirability
of having the inter-urban traffic han-
dled as though the two cities were
one; no, one will dispute that this
could be better done if the cities were
connected and served by one system
instead of two and no one will ques-
tion that the establishment of a sys-
tem in one city under private own-
ership would to a degree disadvantage
the other city, But back of these con-
siderations lies the real point in the

own

chise.

when our present
system is

street  rdilway Situation—that the
proper and prudent way to “handle”
the street railway situation here as
elsewhere in Western Canada is to re-
fuse to ““handle” it at all at this stage
of the game. This is the stand which
the Bulletin  believes Edmonton
should take, and without presuming
to advise Strathcona as to how Strath-
cona’s affairs should be conducted, it
is' the course the , Bulletin believes
would best conserve the interests of
the ratepayers of that city as well,

Under .the abnormal financial con-
ditions of today neither Edmonton nor
Strathcona is in position to exercise
its, street railway franchise at once or
to sell that franchise at face value or
anything approaching face value. The
course of ordinary business prudence
is then surely to simply hold the
franchises, waiting until a betterment
of the money market will enable the
cities either to use the franchises
themselves or to sell them for some-
thing more their value than
can be got for them today. This is
the course which is being pursued by
the business men of both cities in their
private affairs, and a rule which is
considered and proven good in private
affairs should be equally good in af-
fairs of the comnruniiy.

Supposing a company of business
men held the franchise for either Ed-
monton or Strathcona, would they of-

nearly

fer that franchise for sale at the pres-
ent time? Certainly not, unless finan-
cial pressure forced them to mcri-i
fice a valuable possession for far less
than it was worth. Why then should
not the cities exercise the same spirit
of patient foresight as characterizes
their business men? Neither city is so'
press=d financially that its franchise
must be sacrificed; 'yet if a franchise
is sold under the present conditions of
the money market, it must be saeri-
ficed, and if sacrificed the small re-
turns received for it would make no
considerable bettermént in the finan-
cial situation. The course of prudence
and sound sense is for the rate-payers
to “stand pat” and hold their fran-
chises until the weather clears,
S . 7. i

SPENDING MONEY.

Namayo avenue residents are being
afforded visible tangible evidence that
a block of debentures have been sold.
The lane in rear of lots fronting on
the east side of the avenue is being
reduced to the level of the adjacent
territory and the coneclusion  provid-
ed for one of the wonder works of
the season. Early - in the sum-
mer the surface of the avenue was
removed and hauled inte the
preparatory to paving.

lane
This convert-

eda the avenue into a shallow canal
and the lane into-a miniature moun-
tain range, The next develop-
ment was when the city scavenger dis-
cavered that the earth thrown in the
lane had blocked the gateways and
the garbage cans were not get-at-able.
This worthy official of course was not
paid to do road-work and did not pro-
pose doing what he was not supposed
to do. He communicated with the
city hall and each resident concerned
was favored with a printed extract
from the city bylaws presaging woe
to those whose premises were in 3
state of blockade. The notices do not
appear to have produced any remark-
able activity on.the part of the recip-
ients and the distressed official and
all ‘others have had to make the best
of the lane as they found it, * Mean-
time the raius of midsummer drew
the attentien of the community from
the lane to the site of the former ave-
nue. Paving had been found impos-
sible and the trench where the road-
way had been was quickly converted
into a quag-mire with frog ponds here
and there, This lasted for weeks and
the longer it lasted the worse it be-
came: In time, however, official in-
action gave way to importunity and
the canal was refilled—with subsoil
taken from a sewer trench in a dis-
tant part of the city, while the crags
and peaks of the lane were left to
frown Now
after further weeks of waiting a gang
of men has been put on to remove
these mountains and in the coursge of

above the landscape.

a few days conditions along the ave-
nue will be exactly where they were a
year ago—except that the street is
coveerd with gumbo instead of surface
earth. Meantime the street has been
almost impassible for a considerable
part of the summer. Meantime also
the city has paid men to remove the
surface of the street and dump it in
the lane; has paid men to haul other
earth and dump on the street; and is
now paying men to take the earth out
of the lane and dump it somewhere
else.

THE LADY AND THE BARD.
A nation spoke to a poet,

A people sent word to its bard;
“Come in my season of fruitfulness,

You that have judged me hard;
Gaze on my endless acres

That a wealth of gold disclose,
When the wheat flames o’er the

prairie
Of your Lady of the Snows.

‘“Neither with scorn nor with favor,
But scouting all others’ report—
Gaze on my wealth lying naked,
When the zephyrs of summer dis-
port.

Speak to the stones of my citics,
List to the hammers’ blows,
Ask of the steel-rail girdles
Of Our Lady of the Snows.

“My speech is clean and single,
My answer is cities fair,
Long miles of wharf and marketplace,
And the restless furnace glare.
O’er the blue of my lakes and rivers
The keel of commerce goes.
Is mine an ice-bound Thule?”’
Asks Our Lady of the Snows.

“From my vine-clad hills and valleys,
Pick the purple fruit of the vine,
Old Bacchus fares not better
On the slopes of Appenine.
See my woods in-the late September
Ere the breeze from the Northland
blows,
Drink deep of the richest erimson.
Of Our Lady of the Snows,

“In winter you have seen me,
And Europe took your word;
May your story of my harves
Through all her length be hea
Tell, ‘the gewius of my people
No bond from winter knows,’
And I'll forgive you, Kipling,

4

Four your ‘Lady of the Snows.’”
Ottawa, Oct. 12th, XX

: DEHORN YOUR CATTLE
W ‘Wonderful how it improves them,
??f Heifers develop into better milkers.
i 74 Steers fatten quicker.

KEYSTONE DEHORNER
does it. Cuts clean--hurts little
---does not bruise fiesh or crush
bone. Write for free booklet.

-
H. MCKENNA,
219 Robert St. Toronto ® Late of Pic.t.on. Ont

Fully

Warranteds

7-PIECE WATER SET, $10.00

HE above cut glass Water

Set, composed-of one jug

and six tumblers, which sells at
$10.00 is exceptional value.

HE design is one of our
latest, while the cutting
and finish is unexcelled.

VERY piece bears the

stamp ‘“‘Ryrie,” which is

the best guarantee of both
quality and workmanship.

Send for our Catalogue.

Ryrie Bros.,

Limited
134-138 Yonge St.
TORONTO

IMMENSE
BARCAINS

LEASE
EXPIRING

IMMENSE
BARGAINS

S. F. MAYER'S

GREAT CLEARING SALE IS NOW

PROCEEDING

See our Windows on Monday next, and during the week, at 123 JASPEX VENUE EAST.

Doors open at 7.30 a.m.

- T

TREMENDOUS STOCK OF GOODS WHICH MUST BE SOLD AT
GREATLY REDUCED PRICES, COMPRISING

SUITS
OVERCOATS
BOOTS
SHOES
COLLARS
HOSIERY
HIE

UNDERWEAR
SHIRTS

QWEATERS
GLOVES
MITTS
SOCKS
SUSPENDERS

HANDKERCHIEFS
JACKETS

HATS AND CAPS
OVERALLS
DUCK COATS
FUR CAPS

FUR COATS

and other goods too numerous to mention.

Don't forget to inspect our stock of Fur Collars, Coon and Fur Lined Overcoats.
UNDOUBTEDLY THE BEST VALUE IN TOWN.

———e e

We have $10.00 Suits and Overcoats at $6.00 and ever

ything equally as cheap in

proportion. Now is your time to get stocked with clothing at a very small price. Every
article sold is guaranteed and money refunded if not satisfactory. Personal attention
given, and if you do not see what you want in the windows, step inside—we have it.
Make a note of the address—123 JASPER AVENUE EAST—and come early and se-

S. F. MAYER

cure the best bargains.
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