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A Cra*y Engineer.

The following extract is from the log 
hook of a Mississippi river steamboat- 

jnan :
.1 During the late war I was engaged as 

an engineer on board a government trans­
port. At the memorable siege of Vicks­
burg my boat was ordered there with a 
load of troops. On the 4th of July the 
city of Vicksburg was surrendered. A 
few days before the fall of Vicksburg I 
was ordered from one of the sidewheel 
transports on to a large stemwheeler, 
then undergoing repairs at Mound City. 
Immediately on taking charge of the 
new boat I was ordered to raise steam, 
and when we were all ready orders came 
to back out. We were under sealed 
orders, which on being opened, proved 
to be instructions for us to go to Vicks­
burg, and there take on 300 wounded 
soldiers and transfer them to Louisville. 
Our down trip was unattended by any­
thing more than a stray shot now and 
then from the guerillas in the thicket. 
Our crew consisted of a full complement 
of officers, fifteen men on deck, and 100 
soldiers as a consort to guard us against 
an attack from the enemy. When we 
were safely moored at Vicksburg carpen­
ters were set to work converting the boat 
into a hospital. All things being ready 
we backed out with our 300 Confederate 
soldiers, that were being taken to a 
Northern hospital. Our voyage was 
unusually quiet, the woods seemed less 
dangerous than at any time since the 
war, no shots having been fired at us 
since our downward trip. We were at 
the foot of Island Thirty-seven when the 
incident occurred that prompted me to 
write this sketch, an incident that 
caused my blood to almost freeze in my 
veins as my fancy wanders back to the 
rime when I saw death staring me in the 
face and me powerless to avoid it. 
came on duty at 2 o’clock at night, and 
as I walked down the guard a feeling of 
indescribable loneliness seemed to seize 
my fancy, and in spite of all my efforts 
to throw it off it seemed to Increase as I 
neared the engine room. I entered the 
engine room, and, as far as I could see 
everything was in good order, and my 
partner was in splendid spirits and 
jokingly said : “Don’t blow her up with 
all there people on board."

I was at that time an old and ex­
perienced engineer, with an established 
reputation for skill, and the strange 
admonition rather confused me. I felt 
sure the same feeling had taken posses­
sion of my partner that haunted me 
however, I made no response, but pro­
ceeded to inspect the machinery, as was 
my custom. I might have been an hour 
looking round, when looking up I saw a 
wild looking man appear in the engine- 
room door, wearing a uniform of the 
Confederate army. I paid no attention 
to him, but went on with my duty 
Presently I thought I heard some one 
slipping up to me. I turned my head 
and saw the man standing near me with 
an iron wrench raised over my head. I 
raised my hand to "ward off the blow, but 
too late : only a dull dizziness and I knew 
no more.

When I came to I saw a light that al­
most paralyzed me ; there I was, bound 
find gagged, while the man that struck 
me was watching the steam guage with 
eagerness, and which already indicated a 
pressure of 17”» pounds. The .“doctor 
was stopped. As I opened my eyes they 
caught the eye of tho soldier, who, with 
maniacal laugh, said: “There’s a boat 
after us, and I’m going to keep ahead of 
her. This l>oat don't make steam easy, 
so f thought I would stop the ‘doctor,’ 
and he laughed again at his own perspi­
cuity. Great heavens ! was it true that I 
was bound by by a madman, who imagin 
ed he was racing with another steamboat, 
and was raising more steam in order to 
win the race? I knew that in a few mo­
ments a horrible explosion must inevit­
ably follow and hundreds of people pro­
bably be killed. What if he should happen 
to change his fancy and start the “doctor?” 
Steam increased until it indicated 210 
pounds. 1 held my breath and closed my 
eyes. Eagerly the mad soldier watched 
the increase of steam, and, with a fiend­
ish look, said, “I guess I'll start for the 
‘doctors." ” i .saw him put his hand on 
the throttle valve, saw the ‘doctor’ start 
with a thump that shook the whole boat, 
and for several seconds the doctor run, 
but was not throwing any water. I held 
my breath, expecting to be hurled into 
into eternity, and when 1 saw the engineer 
enter the door. At a glance he saw it all, 
and with a w.-ll directed blow felled the 
maniac to the floor. Instant orders to 
haul tires saved us ; and many a prayer 
was offered up for our safe deliverance. 
The man that came so near blowing up 
the boat had once been a steamboat engi­
neer, but, going into the army, received a 
wound on the head from which he lost 
his reason. On this night he had escaped 
from his guard.

Taxation and Indebtedness,
THE FRIGHTFUL INCREASE OF TAXATION.*

Are Canadians aware of the frightful 
increase that has boon made to their bur­
dens and responsibilities during the last 
few years ?

Are they aware that our taxation has 
increased 132 per cent, since Confedera-. 
tion, while our population has in the 
same time increased only 29 per cent. ?

Are they aware that our net debt has 
smee Confederation increased from 
seventy-five millions to more than 
double that huge sum ?

Are they aware that the present Gov­
ernment is recklessly mortgaging our 
future, is plunging daily into new ex­
travagance, and is committing us to a 
scale of expenditure based on our reve­
nue in prosperous times ?

Let every Canadian ponder the facts 
given in the tables below, and consider 
withim himself whether it is not high 
time that this riotous extravagance should 
be stopped :—
TABLE SHOWING THE INCREASE OF TAXATION

AND THE RATE OF TAXATION PER HEAD.
. * Total Rate of

Year ending Assumed Taxation Taxation
Jane 30. Population. Collected. per head.

1868... .....3,363,201 $13,687,928 $4 07
1869... ...... 3,400,721 14,379,174 4 23
1870... .....3,448,241 15,512,225 4 40
1871... ...... 3,485 761 19,335,560 5 55
1872... ...... 3,572,278 20,714.814 5 80
1873... ...... 3,658,795 20,813,469 5 70
1874... ...... 3,745,312 24,205,092 6 46
1875... ...... 3,831,829 24,648,715 6 43
1876... ...... 3,918,346 22,587,587 5 76
1877... ...... 4,004,863

...... 4,091,380
22,059,274 5 50

1878... 22,376,011 5 46
1879... ...... 4,177,897 22,517,382 5 39
1880... ..... .4,274.414 23.307,406 5 46
1881.. ...... 4,324,810 29,635,297 6 85
1882... ...... 4,418,714 31,810,000 

(Sir L. Tilley 
estimate.)

7 02

Note.—The “assumed population” is cal­
culated by allotting to each year an equal 
proportion of the decennial rate of increase 
as shown by the census. This method of 
comparison is adopted, although it does not 
bring out the full measure of the extravag­
ance of the Conservative Governments. It 

admitted fact—see late pamphlets
issued by the Government on the exodus 
question—that the Canadian population in­
creased much faster in Mackenzie's time 
than before or since, owing to an influx 
which then occurred from the United States.
If this influx were allowed for, the expendi­
ture in Mackenzie’s time, from 1875 to 1878, 
would be less per head than is shown in the 
above statement.]

From this statement the public will 
learn :—

That the taxation collected has in­
creased in 15 years from $13,087,928 to 
$31,810,000, an increase of $18,122,072, or 
132 per cent.

That the rate of taxation per head has 
increased from $4.07 to $7.02, an increase 
of $2.95, or 74 per cent.

That the rate of taxation steadily in 

creased during the Conservative regime 
of 1868-74 (Mr. Mackenzie assumed 
office in November, 1874, but the rate of 
taxation for that year had already been 
settled by his predecessors in office.)

That with the entrance of a Reform 
Government a steady diminution began 
of the rate of taxation per head, and that 
this continued till 1879, the estimates 
for which year were prepared by Mr. 
Mackenzie’s Government.

That with the access to office of the N. 
P. Government the taxation took abound 
upward till it reached the present ap­
palling figures. N

Bad as these figures arc, they do not 
show the real extent of the new durdens 
borne by the people. As well as the 
new taxation paid into the Treasury-, 
there is a vast sum of new taxation paid 
to protected monoiiolists under the N. 
P. From seven to ten millions is a very- 
low estimate of these N. P. taxes divert­
ed into the monopolists’ pockets. Take 
the smaller sum $7,000,000, and add it to 
the $31,810,000, and it will be seen that 
the amount of taxation levied in this 
country
HAS BEEN TREBLED SINCE THE 

DATE OF CONFEDERATION.
Turn from this disturbing statement 

to a consideration of our indebtedness. 
We shall find that the situation is no less 
alarming in respect to our national debt 
than it is with respect to our national 
expenditure :—
TABLE SHOWINO THE INCREASE OF THE NA­

TIONAL DEBT.
1st July. Xet debt.

181Ï7................................................... $ 75,728,041
1871.................................................... 155,395,780

The N. F. aed the Farmer*.

What has the National Policy done for 
the farmer 1

Has it given him a better market T 
No I There is not one single article of 

farm produce that was exported in 1878 
that is not exported now. In other 
words the foreign markets fixes the 
Canadian price now just as it did in 
1878.

No ! ! For the reason that the National 
Policy has not added to the number of 
consumers. It has driven away a greater 
number than i„ has found work for. Sir 
Leonard Tilley could only furnish a list 
of 7,000 additional persons employed in 
Canadian factories in 1882 over 1878, 
counting those employed from every 
cause ; and this shows a slower rate of 
growth than that which took place under 
the revenue tariff, as is proved by the 
census tables.

No 11 ! If the farmer's home market 
had been improved the exports of ag­
ricultural produce must necessarily have 
fallen away, whereas the following is the 
state of affairs :—

EXPORTS OF CANADIAN FARM PRODUCE.

1878 .............................41,858,175
1879 .............................40,708,280
1880 .............................50,791,137
1881 .............................53,959,737

This table not only confounds the argu­
ments of those who say that the N. P. 
has found for the farmer a home market, 
but it proves where the present pros­
perity comes from—namely, from Can­
ada having been able for the last few 
years to sell abroad a gre ater quantity of 
her produce.

What has been the effect of the N. P. 
on farmers' expenses T 

The effect has been to compel farmers 
to pay $1.35 or more for every dollars 
worth of eotton goods his wife has pur­
chased.

To make him pay $1.40- to $1.60 for 
one dollar’s worth of woolens.

To put a new tax of at least $5 a year 
upon him for the sugar he consumes.

To make him pay at least $1.10 for 
every dollar’s worth of boots and shoes, 
harness, and other leather goods pur­
chased.

To take away at least twenty per cent. 
of the metal from his implements, and 
to make him pay at least $1.10 for that 
which,if the taxes on iron were abolished, 
he would get for $1.

To make him pay $1.32 for one dollar’s 
worth of carpets.

To make him pay at $1.50 for a dollar’s 
worth of earthenware.

To tax his dairy salt 25 per cent, and 
his cheese cloth 97 per cent., and at 
the same time when the tariff is depres 
sing the price of his cheese by increasing 
the cost of freight an-.l handling.

In short, the effect of the N. P. on 
farmers’ expenses has been to lop off 
certainly ten cents, from every dollar 
that comes into his hands.

Does the N. P. actually discriminate 
against farmers 1 

It certainly does.
It leaves him without protection on 

those varieties of wool which Canadian 
woolen manufacturers have to pur­
chase.

It admits hides free of duty, while 
protecting leather and leather-workers.

It permits the introduction in bond of 
American produce to be manufactured 
in Canada, though the total exclusion of 
this American produce was one of the 
promises of 1878.

It permits large millers to bring in 
American wheat, and the Government 
does not prevent the Tories among these 
millers from flooding the Canadian 
market with flour from this wheat.

It allows pork-packers to bring 
American swine in bond, and the conse­
quence is that in 1881 there were im 
ported 50,000 head, against 14,000

Increase.......
Or 105 per cent. 

1st July.
1807......................
1881......................

............. 879.067,139

Gross debt.
..............$ 9:1,040,051
.............. 199,801.537

y
•hi

Statistics show that women commit 
„ui<;ide most frequently on Sunday. It is 
on that <lay that the humiliation of 
having to wear last season's bonnet is 
most keenly felt.

............... $100,815,480Increase.....
Or 115 per cent.

It is no cause for wonder that the 
workingman should find liis wages pro­
duce fewer comforts when he is burdened 
with such enormous taxes, which de­
signedly are made to fall more heavily 
upon him than upon the rich.

Every person who votes for the present 
Government endorses the latters extra­
vagance, and does his best to secure an 
increase of taxation and debt.

Every person who votes against 'he 
Government signifies liis wish ha: this 
profligate expenditure should checked

in
1878. Pretty protection of the native 
hog there !

It places a tax on phosphates, land 
plaster, salt, and other fertilisers, which 
are as truly the farmers’ raw materials as 
the untaxed wool is the raw material 
the woolen manufacturer.

Edward Murray went out on the big St. 
Louis bridge to cc nit suicide. He 
made the preparations so deliberately 
and openly that his purpose was divined 
by the time he was ready to take the 
plunge. Among them was the tying of 
his legs together at the ankles with a cord 
so that he could not swim. Several pilots 
blew their whistles to draw attention to 
him, and men ran to him, but he fought 
his way to the parapet and jumped over. 
Soon after he was making frantic efforts 
to sink, but floated in spite of himself, 
his baggy trousers acting as a life-preser­
ver. He was taken out only slightly 
choked.

Arleona Cowboy*.

GRAPHIC PICTURE OF THE LAZT 

DESPERATE RUFFIANS.

AND

of

The outlaws of Arizona, who have been 
the subject of a proclamation by Presi­
dent Arthur, are known as rustlers. 
They are the same breed, however, as 
the cowboys of Colorado and Texas. 
Being further àwiây from civilization and 
in a country Singularly well adapted to 
business such as theirs, they have be­
come habitually vicious. Wherever the 
cowboy may be "put and under what­
ever circumstances he may be met he 
will be found to be the same animal- 
lazy, foulmouthed, desperate, intemper­
ate, full of swagger and bravado, and 
careless as well of his own* life and 
property as those of others. He wears a 
buckskin suit, with a hat having a rim 
wide enough to cover his ears and neck 
and turn in at the collar-band. In his 
leather belt hang two large and fine 
revolvers, generally self-cockers, and in 
one boot-leg, held in place by two slits in 
the leather, rests a knife of murderous 
pattern. The cowboys range in age 
from 18 to 30. The life which they lead 
is not conducive to longevity, and it is 
therefore very rare that a genuine cow­
boy more than 30 years of age is found.
If one succeeds in dodging the bullets of 
Deputy Sheriffs and the gibbet of Judge 
Lynch until that period is passed he 
generally abandons the trade and takes 
to train and stage robbing as a pro­
fession. Nfe

The cowboysj who make tlraw appear­
ance occasionally at frontier towns in 
Nebraska, Kansas and -Colorado, devote 
the greater part of thqir time to the 
cattle which they are employed to herd, 
and in the shipping season drive them to 
the nearest desirable railroad station. 
On the great ranches they find' no op­
portunity to indulge their lawless pro­
pensities- They literally live among 
their cattle, faring but little better than 
the brutes which they are hired to guard. 
The little cooking which is necessary they 
do themselves. They are their own 
tailors and doctors, and once or twice a 
year when near a fine stream, if the 
weather is not too cool, their solitary 
shirt is washed after a fashion. When 
the round-ups occur and the great cattle 
drive is begun, the cowboy’s life begins 
to take on a different aspect. The drive 
is often long and always dangerous and 
laborious. The boys are splendidly 
mounted, their horses and saddles being 
wi:h the exception of their revolvers the 
possessions in which they take the most 
pride. They ride among the. cattle at 
imminent risk of being trampled to 
death, and at night sleep on the ground 
When tlie herd has been delivered and 
the boys have partaken freely of frontier 
whiskey the trouble begins. If there is 
a dance-house near at hand they head 
for it and signalize their presence by 
attempting to “shoot out” the candles or 
lamps as the case may be. As a rule, 
they are not disturbed in pastimes such 
as this. If they conclude before morning 
to “take the town,” then war is declared 
and somebody will be killed.

The Arizona rustlers are simply north­
ern cowboy on an unending spree. They 
are wild men. No Apache that ever 
lived had less regard for life than they, 
They pretend to pay some attention to 
cattle, but as that industry in Arizona is 
not yet a large one, there is not much in 
that line for them to do. Their occupa­
tion is pillage and murder. They travel 
in small parties and rob everybody they 
meet. The other day a cowboy entered 
a little settlement and purchased a can 
of corn beef. Taking the meat and 
keg out into the road, he sat down on 
the keg and opened the can. When 
everything was ready he called to a man 
a stranger standing in front of the store 
to come and help him eat it. The man 
was not Hungry, “You've got to eat it,” 
came the command, accompanied by 
movement of the hand, which rested on 
a revolver. The stranger advanced 
slowly and partook of the meat, evident­
ly in an unhappy frame of mind, but his 
host seemed to enjoy the repast and the 
society of his newly-made acquaintance 
r\rk a little.

A cowboy entered a hotel dining-i-oom: 
sat tlown opposite to a young man whom 
he addressed as a tenderfoot, and began 
to throw the dishes and their contents on 
the floor. The young men endeavored 
to remonstrate with him, but before he 
could finish his first sentence, lie was 
pierced by a bullet from the desperado's 
revolver. Events like the above are of
daily occurrence in Arizona__Cor. Phil.
Times.

Peiwnal Contrast*

We invite the attention of every man 
interested in the future welfare of Can­
ada to a brief study of the leading men 
of the two great political parties into 
which Canadians are to-day divided. Let 
us turn first to the leaders. Sir John A. 
Macdonald has been long in public life. 
His mental and moral characteristics are 
well known. He is shrewd, keen, clever,

before the nation 
onto G lotir.

is bankrupted__Tor-

“ When I was once in danger from a 
tiger,” said an old East Indian veteran, 
“ I tried sitting down and staring at him, 
as I had no weapon.” “ How did it 
work?” eagerly asked a bystander. 
“ Perfectly ; the tiger didn’t even offer to 
touch me.” “ Stran ?-■ • very strange ! 
How do you account for it?” “Well, 
sometimes I've thought it was because 1 
sit down nil a high branch ol a very tall 
tree.”

A louisville poet says that “tears are 
the jewels of the heart,” This being the 
case, it is not surprising that so many 
men compel their wives to provide their 
own jewJlry, which generally comes in 
the form of diamonds of the first water.

There are millions of pins used every 
hour, and the wonder is what becomes of 
them. As we shiver over thé stove to­
day, we wish that one might have been 
arrange'! in the lap of Spring before 
Winter sat lowu in it.

and—-unscrupulous. No man better un­
derstands the arts that win popularity. 
He has made ham an nature a life study, 
but he has studied it almost -wholly on 
the side of its faults and foibles. He 
might have been the author of the 
famous libel on humanity, “Every man 
has his price," for that seems to have 
been the foundation principle of his 
public policy. He is a master of the art 
of humbug and cajolery. No man knows 
better how to find out the weaknesses in 
the characters of those with whom he 
comes in contact, or having found them, 
to use them for personal or party pur­
poses. The vain man he flatters, with 
the convivial he carouses, the weakmind- 
ed he deludes, the avaricious he bribes. 
He is not even above descending to the 
level of the vulgar, and meeting the 
obscene jester on his own foul ground. 
These be hard sayings, but can any one 
who knows the man or has studied his 
career deny that they are true ? As a 
statesman he has no fixed principles, no 
deep studied theories, no lofty or con­
sistent ideal, or if he has any such it would 
be hard to say of what sort they are or 
how they are to be discovered. His one 
guiding principle is expediency. His 
first and last question in any given case 
is, if one may judge from the records of 
a long public life, not what is just or fair 
or right, but what will take with the 
people and bring success to the party. 
That he has abilites of a high order, no 
one can deny, but his best friends will 
hardly claim that those abilities have 
been made subservient to moral prin­
ciples, or ever consecrated to noble and 
unselfish ends. No man knows better 
how to make the worse appear the better 
re toon or to turn aside the keen edge of 
an adversary's logic by a cutting retort, a 
humerous anecdote, or a simulated pas­
sion. But his speeches like his acts may 
be studied in vain—and this is the radical 
defect for which nothing else can atone 
—for the evidence of deep-seated con­
viction or abiding faith in great princip­
les. Whatever the “Chieftain” may be, 
whatever abilites as a leader he may 
display, it will hardly be claimed for 
him that he is one of the men to whom 
honor, and truth, and duty are more 
than fame, or place, or power. It is a 
significant fact that one could not 
seriously ascribe to him such a character 
without being suspected of an ironical 
intent.

That Edward Blake is a man of a very 
different type no one can deny. To limn 
his portrait faithfully beside that of the 
Premier one would need to make the 
contrast in color and feature strong at 
every point. Few will hesitate to admit 
him at least the equal of Sir John in 
native ability. None can deny that he 
is much his superior in breadth and 
depth of mental culture. If in any re­
spect he seems to fall short of his great 
rival in versatility, he certainly far sur­
passes him in profundity. In his modes 
of dealing with public questions and men 
he differs ioto ccelo from the Tory chief­
tain. While the latter is skilfully plying 
the doubtful influences of his “personal 
magnetism" and his petty ad captandum 
artifices, the former is demonstrating the 
justice of his cause, and appealing to the 
intellects and consciences of his hearers. 
The great essential which is conspicu­
ously wanting in Sir John’s speeches in 
the most prominent feature in those of 
Mr. Blake—the substratum of broad and 
well defined principle. No one who is 
not afraid of the trouble and toil of think­
ing, and who cares to go to the root of a 
matter, can listen to one of his closely- 
reasoned addresses without recognizing 
the offspring of a master mind. The 
very fact of his careful preparations, 
which some are so fond of parading as a 
defect, is but another evidence of his 
conscientious purpose to know and speak 
the thing that is right and true. His 
constant appeal to the broadest princip­
les and the loftiest standards is in strik­
ing contrast with Sir John’s habit of 
reliance upon plausibilities and shallow 
sophistries. This quality in the mind 
and in the speeches of Mr. Blake is of 
the greatest importance. It is valuable 
as an evidence of the sincerity and moral 
earnestness of the man. It is valuable 
as a guarantee, to show extent at least 
of the soundness of his views. It is above 
all valuable on account of its educative 
influenee, both me: tal and moral, upon 
his followers and the young men all over 
the country who read his speeches. 
They cannot doubt that here at least is a 
politician who believes in honor and 
truth and duty. They can never get 
from him, as they can scarcely fait to 
get from Sir John, tiie .iiea that there is 
no great principle at stake in public 
affairs, that polities is a sharp tricksters"
ga a ...-y .-vatcst of wit ill a spliUV

where one is freed from the ordinary re­
straints of consciencé.

The people of Canada are to be con­
gratulated that such a leader as Edward 
Blake is coming to the front, in the 
prime of life and the full maturity of his 
powers. The favor with which his near 
approach to the control of public affaire 
is received in all parts of the Dominion 
is an omen of good. It is prophetic of a 
new era in Canadian politics, the era of a 
purer, loftier, healthier tone. Every­
where men are becoming tired of the old 
regime. “We are tired of Sir John?» 
crooked and wily ways. We are tired of 
the policy of bribery, corruption, and 
monopoly. We cannot well do worse; 
we may do infinately better. Blake cer­
tainly is able, and he seems honest, 
straightforward and sincere. Let ns 
give Blake a trial !’’ This is what mul­
titudes everwhere are saying, and they 
speak well and wisely. There is a good 
work for him and his colleagues to do, 
for Canada and the Canadian people are 
going to give them a chance to do 
Toronto Globe.

The steppes of Asia are the grandest 
of all in extent, and perhaps the most 
varied in character ; for not only are the 
vast areas of that nearly level and tree­
less country, which lie along the north­
ern and north-western side of all the 
great central elevated mass pf that con­
tinent, commonly designated as steppe, 
but a large part of that central region 
itself is described under that name by 
recent eminent geographical authorities, 
so that we may include in the various 
forms of steppe existing in Russia and 
Central Asia the grass-covered plains of 
the lower region and the almost entirely 
barren valleys lying between the various 
mountain ranges which are piled up over 
so large a portion of High. Asia. Absence 
of trees is the essential feature in both 
the “steppe” and the “high steppe,” as 
these regions have been, and may per­
haps with propriety be designated ; but 
the lower regions are in large part well 
covered with grass, and suitable for oc­
cupation by a pastoral people, dependent 
chiefly for the means of sustenance on 
their flocks and herds, while the higher 
valleys are almost uninhabitable, very 
sparsely covered with a shrubby vegeta­
tion, and both too cold and to dry to 
offer any attractions except to the ad­
venturous geographical explorer, who 
has still much to accomplish on the great 
central plateau of High Asia before its 
topography and natural history will have 
been anything like satisfactorily made 
out, even in their most general features. 
The vastness of the area which may be 
designated as steppe on the Asiatic con­
tinent is almost overwhelming. Nearly 
half the 18,000,000 square miles which 
Asia covers is essentially a treeless 
region, and perhaps a half of that half 
belongs to the high steppe division, in 
which cold and dryness are the prédom­
inent characteristics. From the fact 
that the steppes of Russian Asia have 
been longer known and more written 
about than any other in the world, the 
term steppe has been most ordinarily 
applied to similar areas in other coun­
tries. This is especially the case because 
such a use of word has been sanctioned by 
Humboldt, who was the first to draw 
popular attention to this variety of sur­
face as a feature of importance in physic­
al geography. In North America, where 
the treeless regions occupy so large an 
area, and where many of the physical 
conditions so closely resemble those 
prevailing on the Asiatic continent, the 
use of the term steppe has never been 
introduced among the people. Here, in 
fact, the character of the surface and 
distribution of vegetation over it, as well 
as its climatological peculiarities, have 
all been more satisfactorily and fully 
made out than in Asia, in spite of the 
fact that the latter country has been so 
much longer an object of scientific study. 
—Science for all.

A Merry Monarch__Cetewayo seems
latterly to think life worth the living, 
mainly because of the opportunity it now 
and then gives of seeing a tooth drawn. 
Many years ago his friend and successor, 
John Dunn, brought-a doctor from Natal 
to deal with a tooth which had given the 
Zulu monarch torture for months. The 
doctor cured him in the turn of*a wrist, 
whereupon Cetewayo presented him with 
a heap of virgin gold, and would have 
given him more, but the dentist, strange 
to say, demurred, and said he was paid. 
The king insisted, the dentist refused, 
and then Cetewayo hit upon the happy 
idea of having in his guard, getting their 
teeth drawn, and paying for the job. It 
was done, and the yells and writhings of 
the patients so amused the merry mon­
arch that ever since his great delight has 
been to see the to ■ ■ ••»» at work.

. “You haven't ope - vour mouth dur 
ing the whole session, -i 1 a legislator to 
a fellow-member.

j “Oh, yes I have. 1 yawned through the 
whole of vour speech," was the quiet no­

li''..


