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The Farmer and the Merchant
‘ Results of Farmer-Merchant competition that dosed June 3

SOME ACTUAL FIOUKE8
Fini 1‘riie letter

1b the 6r»l piare this village ha» over SUV tahaiil 
taou and all Miller» within a radia» of Sfleea 
aille» do busier»» here. There are four general 
•lor»» dealing ia dry good», grurerie», houle aad 
•hoe»; laru hardware, two .Iru» store», four impie 
■e»l âge arise, two gnragr*. lie automobile agea 
eiee, three luaiber yard», oae batrher, one harness 
maker, oae haak, two livery barns, two dertore, oae 
lawyer, deal let, newspaper, real eelale agent. hotel, 
grist mill, aad others all drawiag their |my from the 
tiller of the soil.

The store» are all well bwilt, well ke|»t. aad the 
owners are apparently all pro»! ■crows, several have 
purchased eel om ulule» and taken tarai lue» lasting 
several month». I have it oa very good aalbortly 
that oae storekref>er made the statement that he 
made a I oraux el of WU.UUU per year. All stores 
hate i*» elerh. some two »»•! oar store ha» three, 
the owners doing vary 
Uhle ear eld daring e 
rush They all have Bar 
dwellings, indeed reel 
• • home». ' ’ Centra et I hi» 
with the average Term 
er who is «till living ia 
aa aaramfenable shark

This ie a new diet net

towsrds its B|iker|>. Other adjareat rural muairi 
(•alities also contribute. I never heard of the village 
roatributiag ia any way.

Actual Figure»
•Now let me quote a few orires from the mail 

order Auese aad from the retail»ra hare ;
\Hoods yuaatity M.O.H. Price Htore l*riee

I'ruaco i Mi «U) IU lb. Ivoa,,,, • 1.23 • 1.83
Kvap. i*eeches. 83 It*, boi,... 8.30 '* 3.<*l
• ‘ore starch, f lb. boi............. 1» (8 Ibe.) 23
Jam, 4 lb. pail ........................ .. 43 VO
Huger, IUU Ibe.................. »........... • 33 10.30
Nulle! ueto, SO lb» .................. :u VO
Ilam, smoked, per lb........ .23 .8»

These pries» «re from the grocery list only 
1‘nrw ia hardware and dry goods shop" still greater 
spread. The irai riaa» freight rate to this |*olat is 
•bool VS reals

Is it nay wonder that thousands of dollars leave

I
ia the spring af lad, 
ream la live here ia the 
fall af IM*. I duel 
thiak there was 10® 
arras broken that earn 
met ia lhie whole dm 
trtrt, aad rertaialy there 
was not a stake drives 
ia this tillage, ia fart 
no owe knew where the 
railroad was going to 
go. The majority of the 
settlers are still labor 
leg wader a lewd af 
debt aad era still lit leg 
ia sharks Kerne, af 
roars», are fairly ram 
fratable, bet near bate 
r» aped the reward dee 
them.

Of reerra It Weald be 
foolish la blame the 
metvhaats fra Ibm «on 
dilute, *-et I believe 
they contribute sarnie I» 
wards it, end it makes 
the farmer mighty dis 
salI«deI with term life 
•bee after try tag far 
tew teem to break even, 
he Bad* he is erase way 
behind yet, while the 
men heel who main 
betas aa wealth la the
rmnmawiiy >«a lake hie ragotar vweatlaa end per 
chase hks awl* rar N

AE De Credit Bom a—
AH straws do a credit basis»«i I myself have la 

ran aa ereeeal denag semmer Fra the Bret ta» 
«•er» I gate a eat» whew ms arrowat rear bed •>* 
been eg lalerswt «I I* per real I paid that lateraat 
aa lap af a good big prtsa fee as»#»handle» When 
ever I have the rwk I pay as I go. bet there has 
never been a a « dlgerewre between cash ra credit 
pet»»» I mill have ta ns* «» arrowat, bat I em 
not eeked la glv» a note and I pay sack full One 
hardware stras gives a dwreeet of 4 per seat, ra 
r»eh hast aras I ember dealer» give IU per raw! off 
fra rash for lumber eely Thera W. la ay aptewe. 
a différeras af from IS to S* pet sent rateras

Ce» brae sad retail petrsw la Wieelrag Marne 
a r»e be bewghl here aim si aa cheap es la 

Winnipeg bet M bee been brswsghl ebaed by so 
»| trails » baying

AMho there sre raterwi ie each line af
'•Mwpetilwa. A farmer coaid g*

had arrived at the elalioa he weal after 
This trip took threw or four day* with horse» or 
a week with usee aad was often made ie heat end
mosquitoes or frost aad saow.

Anyone ran understand it was more eoaveeieet 
to make a list from the catalog aad have it ready 
for you at the station than la take a lim to a lews 
seventy ive mils» away and wait la have the enter 
tiled. Besides this the good» were cheaper aad 
esartly what was wanted Few women cared to 
make this Jgdg, tirseeme joereey and the haying, if 
done ia town, had te he deee by the mew A woman 
would rather trust lo her choice from the catalog
than to the selection that the merchant weald
shove off ua her husband If the thing» did am 
sait the wife they were am going to be returned 
seventy Ive mils». Hornet imee the me re hast did am 
have the article required aad had Ie substitute, and 
sometime» the eehetiletiee if am la ag ha hie wee 
maddening. Imagine a woman wearing a be 
beets a sise aad a half tee large fra a whole earn 
uwr! Her neat order went la the null order bowse 

. Fermer» living seme die
tears from Iowa got
mere satisfaction by
making their lists fra*
IhewmlMA

Whee the railroad wee 
surveyed aad wall 
c neat ruction tbs i 
cheats cease, set la 
the farmer along hat to 
got » shore af hie hard 
earned money They 
had Ie offer same la 
■leremcete te him to 
hay ia twee, aad Nkc 
only thing they roe Id 
off* was the credit ays 
■am. The farmer was 
■his Ie pay rash till lbs 
» radii system was luira 

la this tow» 
la ee dira own I 
fra reek, there 

fwe no inducement Ie 
pay reek Mom fermera 
smile Ihsdr stras bills ie 
the fall

I believe the retailers 
era making mm 
gawd Using i

feller*, bm everyone 
reeem aaahe • sacra* 
where there era mere 
than weagh The mar 
'heats that get the mam 

sr» •" «matai 
If there w 

• mortgaged farm fra 
sale, awe that will go

late sack straw and gm the swat» rades tiled aad 
there would ho | ra- V silt aa difference ia pars 
There was vary Utile cooperative hay tag d'là» >a 
this district ewtll «he Fertadhe‘ i‘« iterative Kiev» 
tor was hail* They hat# aaw d»WS r«raidsruble 
la the way af purchasing Beer aad food, ferae prat*.

. V ! . - " aad I sram fra a
fort that straw» will meet sievulra prie so if farmers 
will only stick ta these own rampaay

I knew of erahiag that the mervheau -f this til 
lege have tried le d« Is mot formers ie any wav 
Tree, there Is a «era mm kept apea he the Imdiss 
Aid. but the rural meeicipeliit pmys élgS peg yehr

•his camm»aity every year fra the mall order 
bowsesf ffoa yea Memo the farmer fra bat >•< 
•here h» c»» bet beet! The average awrckssi 
•he put» up aa argument rays •• I carry you whee 
v«U have * mower, see should gtv# me yarn reek 
whee you have any " Bet I weal lo ray that the 
merchant who carets» aw we hew me pay dear for 
my ride If the mere bast» weald cooperate aad 
parch»* mer» lu Partage aad ehrator sprsmd l^y 
weald he dstag ramothiag that then customers 
would Sana appreciate

There Ie aw thing sure, her lag ia bulk for cash 
w the mem setlefoctrav awl had. sad If the fora*»» 
bad rams system ef rare! credit whereby they could 
get the rash la serve them thru, we weejd hear Isa» 
•f the awes heel eed hie treuhlea k sevra, ho would 

• hats te mart malt radar «muilitw ra move 
dg The y rmeat beak leg syvtoa farsoe the farmer 
le de hwslasas with I h» reseller throe maw the' 
-radii being tas short a tram fra fermera A former 
hue la wa aaaaaaBa f-« rvsrytkiag u a««d« dartag 

eed heWeve me he per» the penalty le lbe 
fuff IB per raut iose a very »«nsocvalle» «mimai» 
ef the csat «f bis credit

fewtfel Alberta I » A. J

rrs AMD MOBS common

'«ah pay moat aa It, a
cheap by making a small 

chael will buy M II» has 
the cash If I hers ere her*»* ra settle erased for 
debt aad mid by u rat lea rale, mew ef them are 
•■■eght hy mere beats far half then velaa The 
farmer» who wed the* a» lam Is sea awl* Weed 
and leek »w Then they but from the mrarkaat ee 
time, giving a eras bee nag interest at ten ra Iwslvs 
per - set and before the aalaral m paid for the 
former has paid twice the yelee ef M.

As raker proof that the merchant m making weepy 
•us Ike large atlraduars at the hotel 1er»' Ararat» 
Hee la Begin* Every little lew» i»»m«d In he 

aad red rspemsauf, tan If ee large 
ef farmer* could effrad te attend lie

ung ef the Orale «I 
Begins could am

la the district ia which I live the farmer» were 
here veers before the msec bents they weal thru 
ell i «o that raeetupeey junsrtag -
nut tbs eneSsteuse af the tarai mer»hast» Thev 

hi mvmlly from the wed order lows* The 
were shipped id a stall* ahead seventy Bee 

milee away When the former Ibeoght the gawd»

« lee ihrnr Bee 
trip», ms. |

«gd^fo
forte eed ptauaarw la a* peer than the tnctgt 
farmer do* in tu I think this w «nether «■»■■» 
why formers hey from the mail radar hewn The 
very fort that the were hem ran arrow aims an 
mark la a short time gives the farmer |h» Worm 
•Ma that he I» being »« err barged He boon» hr U 
the eue who Ie paying fra the* ism fort» eed 
losorxco I trainlsr srane yens» ago h owe»heel 
«Splucing hi» eld frame more hy a hoootiful brack, 
modern, uptudatr stras Me wee eaptuleieg In a 
former hew the latertec was la he «imaged The 
old former IMsued until he bed 6a

td.’** Well, I gum» we ran pay folk" 
««er mere beet» ere giving an «per ml

s


