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to see the wisdom of ceding grain that has 
a certain definite cash value, into he s the value 
of which, a few ntofttfis ahead, no man can 
estimate with any accuracy. We know in a 
general way, too, that the prices charged con­
sumers for bacon and, hog products, fluctuate 
very little from year to year, that the price 
made for the finished commodity seems less 
closely connected with the supply of hogs, 
than is the price of live hogs dependent upon 
the supply in the country. What we would 
like to see is a mutual, not a one-sided under­
standing of this hog question. We would like 
to see our hog raisers informed as definitely 
in regard to the packers’ end of the business 
as the packers are informed of the hog raiser’s. 
We have an idea that frankness on the part of 
one element concerned in the swine raising and 
packing business, less preaching, and some­
thing resembling a straight show down of 
their own hands, would do more to set the hog 
business in this country on a permanent basis, 
than any amount of inquiry in the Old World 
ever will.

this class of horse is overlooked in the desire to 
pander to popular fancy regarding “flashiness" 
01 the move. Draft horses are intended to work 
at the walk. Their business in life is to shift 
weights and pull heavy loads. The weight of the 
load one or a pair of them can haul and keep or 
hauling day in and day out, is the measure, in a 
practical way, of the value of the animals. They 
want conformation that will give them strength 
for a heavy pull, and weight sufficient to move 
loads at ihe least expenditure of physical effort, 
as much as they need straight going legs to carry 
them forward with the least expenditure of 
energy.

Bone and foot quality cannot be given too 
much consideration in draft horse judging, yet it 
is a fact that certain of the draft breeds that are 
not regarded as being as nearly perfect in these 
points as others are distinguished in service for 
wearing quality and general draft usefulness 
equal to the breeds rated by judging authorities 
as better equipped for lasting work in so far as 
sound legs and feet can make them. Instances 
where this has been true in fact will readily occur 
and teaches what .some draft horsemen require to 
learn, that conformation, along the line* designed 
to give a horse the greatest strength and hauling 
power is very closely related to the animal's use­
fulness to the man who works him, probably 
more so than any other point.

pasture. If the stable is large* cool and airy' 
horses are as well inside as out and time is saved 
bv having them in. If the stable is small, badly 
ventilated and over-crowded, horses are bette 
outside and fed hay. The best place for them in 
these circumstances is a well sheltered yard with 
an open shed in it where hay may bo fed. On 
Saturday nights we turn our horses to pasture, if 
the weather is not bad, taking care to bring them 
to the stable or yard on Sunday night for a feed of 
hay and oats. Grass during the week makes 
horses too soft for hard work.

Our method of feeding calls for a good deal of 
watering, more, perhaps, than is -ordinarily the 
case. It does a horse no harm to be watered 
while warm providing he is not allowed to over­
drink. About thirty swallows will be sufficient 
to quench the thirst and give him an appetite for 
his hay Water should always be given horses 
before they are fed oats, and oats should never 
be fed while the horses are hot or before they have 
been fed hay. Horses with this treatment should 
do all a man^wants them to and gain flesh on it.

Alta. Suffolk.
* * *

A very high average of prices has ruled in the 
London horse sales this year. Never before has 
the demand been so keen for good horses and 
many superior horses have recently changed 
hands at remunerative figures.

HORSE
Some interesting data has been gathered by the 

Minnesota Experiment Station relative to the 
cost of keeping farm horses and the average work 
performed by each animal per year. It was 
found that the average cost per year of keeping a 
horse was from $75 to $90. The average day's 
work varied from 3.08 hours in a mixed farming 
community to 3.3 hours on the large farms in the 
Red River Valley. It is not generally supposed 
by farmers that their horses cost so much per 
year for keep, nor that they are used so little on 
the average. It is even more surprising that 
the average hours of horse labor should be less on 
diversified farms than on the special grain farms.

The stallion law of the State of Wisconsin as 
recently amended, is more advanced than similar 
laws in any other part of the United States. It 
provides for the separation of grade stallions 
from the scrubs or mongrels with which they 
were formerly classed and makes fines or im­
prisonment the penalty for breaking the law in 
the matter of grading or licensing. No stallion 
owner is permitted to use or offer for sale any 
stallion before he has obtained a license for it anil 
registered the license. Certificates have been 
provided for stallions that have neither sire nor 
dam of pure breeding. Such horses will not 
hereafter be licensed as “grades,” but will be 
given certificates as “mongrel" or “scrub" 
stallions and the certificate will state that the 
stallion is of “mongrel breeding" and is, there­
fore, not eligible to registration in any recognized 
stud book or if a stallion is from pure-bred sire 
and dam the registration board may refuse to 
grant "pure-bred" or even “grade" license certi­
ficates if the animal is not up to the required 
standard as regards size, type and soundness. 
The law aims to drive scrub and grade stallions 
out of use in the state and to make it as difficult 
as possible for farmers to breed their mares to low 
quality pure-bred horses.
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Advocates Frequent Watering
Editor Farmer’s Advocate :

During the working season we water and 
feed our horses at 5 A. M., brush them off, and 
clean the stables. Immediately after breakfast 
they are watered again and fed oats. We have 
no definite quantity of grain that we feed — sim­
ply give each horse all he will eat up clean, using 
care to see that the oats arc clean Sud free from 
weed seeds. When they are through with the grain 
we harness up and give them an opportunity to 
drink again as they are leaving the stable. We 
aim to leave the yard^tlt seven o’clock. If 
possible we give them another drink about tçn, 
unhitch and ^it 11.30 reach the stable at 12. As 
the horses go in they are given water again, a'large 
tub at the stable door being filled during the morn­
ing so the water is not cold at noon.

Ilay is fed before dinner, the harness sometimes 
and the collar always removed. The face of the
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Advises Pasturing in Summer
Editor Farmer’s Advocate :

In Alberta we have the most nutritious of 
natural grasses and good pure water. Any 
animal that is a little worn in the legs or out of 
condition in any way will be greatly benefited by 
being turned out to pasture during the month of 
June or as early as possible before the mosquitoes 
and flies are numerous and will certainly, if left 
alone — not dogged or chased in any way — get 
as sleek as a mole, and will be in a much more 
healthy condition than his stabled companion, 
getting dry feed, probably standing on a hot 
plank floor with his feet contracting and getting 
drier every day and the pastern joints puffing up 
from work on the hard roads. But, of course, 
this does not apply to parts of the West where the 
grasses arc coarse and more marshy, and often 
without natural shade. In such situations horses 
may be seen standing at the comct of some fence 
lighting flies all day and instead of having a nice 
sleek coal they have a worn out appearance, 
and would be much better with liberal hand feed­
ing. of well-secured green oats cut before the sap 
has gone out of the straw into the head or grasses.
I find that well-secured brome hay has the laxative 
properties required for brood mares and young 
Mock whereas timothy and other varieties have 
■lie opposite and are, therefore, best for work 
ih'i's, , a- horses doing last work. With the hay 
should be given a liberal supplv of oats, preferably 
oats mixed with cut hay, which prevents those 

ined o, 1K>11 their oats before properly masti- 
iting them from doing so. I would advise any 

inexperienced farmer to be most careful about


