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MINISTERIAL, CONTRASTED 
WITH LAY, BENEVOLENCE.

An intelieent and religious gentle
man once remarked in our hearing that 
he invariably passed bye all newspaper 
articles on “ giving.” The practice 
surely does not prevail to any extent. 
It is certainly not creditable to either 
the heart or judgment. It, assumes 
one of two things :-Tbat the individ- 
ual has nothing to learn on the subject 
—has already appliri every true motive 
in'nis own benevolflrce ; or, that Chris
tian giving is not of sufficient conse
quence to deserve consideration. There 

" are new phases of Christian duty pie* 
senting themselves in every age, and in 
all conditions of life It therefore be
comes of all who prof-si love for Christ 
and'perishing humanity to study, these, 
as an essential part of the Christian 
system.

Ae correspondent in another place 
gives a portion of an argument and 
illustration -which took us rather ty 
surprise. We were convinced previously 

-that our ministers were liberal in their 
use of such means as the church had 
bestowed on them. There were excep- 
tions, we well knew—exceptions of nig
gardliness which provokes frequently 
the contempt of non-professing people. 
In the matter of missionary support, 
however, no correct opinion of minis
terial benevolence can be found, inas
much as, with heavy deficiencies, some 
reg.rd themselves as having endured 
far more deprivation in missionary in
terests than even the most, wealthy of 
the church. Others again turn their 
gifts into other mode ' of circuit sup
port, which really mean missionary 
operations. But even with these ex
ceptions, whose benevolence is only re
corded in God's Book of Remembrance, 
our correspondent makes out a most 
suggestive case. The ministers, taking 
them man for man, contribute twice as 
much for the sut fort of missions as the 
Laity.

One mo«t essential consideration in 
the treatment of this subject cannot 
well be brought out. There are no 
figures for the argument of th*dr rela
tive ability to give. It would be found, 
we imagine, that nine of every ten in 
our “ Missionary Lists,” airnqig our 
peiple, are worth property to the extent 
of at least double the value of that 
ovned by ministers. Life with this 
latter class is mainly one of faith. They 
enter upon public duties without any 
stipula1 ion of salary ; take generally 
just what they can hones ly obtain— 
giving a fair pro port.on of it back to 
God. Some of them do attain to a 
moderate degree of wealth—what is 
wealth in their humble sphere, at least ; 
but two-third of the class will be found 
living by faith all through. If, by 
some trem< ndous calamity, the wheels 
of morality and religion were reversed 
to-day—if our churches were locked, and 
our ministers cast out upon the world, 
it would be found that the majority of 
these men, whote lifejhas been one of 
toil and self-denial, would be obliged to 
begin, as far as family support is con
cerned, where they began in the first 
stage of industry. True, they have 
heaven %bove them, and the church at 
their back in faithful attachment ; yet, 
taking actual means into account, they 
are the poorest class of the contributors 
on our missionary records.

This question of relative ability, is 
that which our people must consider. 
There are in the Methodist Church of 
Canada 100,000 members. It would be 
only reasonable to estimate the actual 
property of that number at fifty millions 
of dollars—being at the rate of 8500 
each. One half per cent, of that value 
—one half cent for each dollar’s worth 
of property owned by our members— 
would make an annual income to mis
sions of $250,000. But when we add

to our membership the names of indi
viduals in our congregations who hold 
to us no other rehtidn than that of 
supporters, it will easily he seen that 
the aggregate of property lying behind 
our church’s missionary benevolence, is 
increased to an extent that show- our 
mis-ionary income to be actually less 
than one quarter per cent, upon the 
whole. If this is not light taxation, 
where can it be found '.

Pastoral Visitation seems to yield 
in many places to the numerous and 
severe duties which modern christiaùity 
requires of Christian Ministers. In 
American cities it is not unusual to fin 1 
that pastors of heavy charges are never 
seen by the families of their congrega
tions. They thus become merely 
preachers ; having so many dollars for 
so many sermons. Yet they bold their 
people by strong affection, being aided 
in their knowledge of them by opportu
nities of acquaintance iq social meet
ings. To out mind, nothing can take 
the place of genuine pastoral work. 
With English people particularly—and 
most of our Provincialists are of similar 
disiKisition—there is a domestic friend
ship, which, once well cultivated, binds 
human beings very closely together. 
The minister who would win the bless
ings of the pool, will do well to see 
them in their homes.

Mb. Moody’s “Fearful Mistake.” 
—In an article *n covresp< mdence between 
Lord Shaftsbnry and Mr. Moody, to which 
we made reference in onr last» the North 
British Mail severely cofidemns the latter 
for recommending a, book which we bad 
never read. “Mr. Moody.” says our •on- 
temporary, “-is not the only une who may 
lea n a lesson from whatnfts hi
be a littl» more honest and Veracious in

icf o

lappened, to
___  eracious in

recommending books—ancT men. Strict 
veracity—by which we mean an exact cor
respondence between onr words and actions 
and the facts of the case—is very desirable. 
It has happened before this that, » ith 
some vague fancy that the end justifies the 
means perhaps, trx>d men bave spoken 
nothing but praise of others, even evange
lists, of whom in their hearts they but half 
approved, but wou’d not, * for the sake of 
the cause,’ reveal their mental reserva
tions.’’ Dur Scotch conteuipora -y praises 
Lord Shaftesbury for bis action in this 
matter, bring apparently ignorant of the 
fact that his lordship had m1 read “ Grace 
for Grace ” any more than Mr. Mo dy, and 
we relying n on the garbled extracts from 
the •ate Mr. Jame’- admirable volume given 
in the thoroughly dishonest criticism by 
th6Record. Lord Shaftesbury’s mistake 
is even more “ fearful ” than that of Mr. 
Moody. i-

The above is from the English Chris
tian World. The charge is a very ser
ious one. Mr. Moodv’s position to-day 
is one of such influence that a word 
from him will send any book through a 
large edition. We are very sorry, to 
know that a book is in circulation in 
these Provinces through Mr. Meody’s 
endorsatio'i, which is calculated to do 
not a little mischief. He may not have 
read it, any more than the one referred 
to above ; but his recommendation is 
printed with the( work. Our Book 
Room could have made not a little 
money by the speculation ; but not on 
any conditions would w- sell a bundle 
of anti nom ian, gilded • rror. It is 
quite possible taut some of those very 
books have been sold bv an agent styl
ing himself a “Me'hidist Colporteur,” 
though he is certainly not in our emplor. 
Messrs. Wade and Huntlv are the o ily 
Col port, urs who have been doing any
thing for the Methodist Colportage 
Society during the winter months.

It strikes us that our Lord is spec
ially preparing tor our meetings of 
Annual Conference. Great mercy, truly, 
will they hav- to report wh > shall come 
from the numerous centres of revival 
power. And, mark you, the places for 
Conference sessions are being wonder
fully consecrated ! Windsor with its 
scores of happy converts—its numer
ous families recovered to Christ, as if to 
inspire a hearty welcome to a bund ed 
ministers in June. St. Stephen, after 
its gracious visitation of a year or two 
ago, has been taken anew to the great 
connexional heart through its calamity 
of fire. Shall we not, with new faith 
in the power of a precious gospel, 
“ gather with the saints by the river” 
in both instances, and sing of mercy 
and triumph ? These years seem to 
speed rapidly away ; but they are carry
ing us with equally swift progress to
ward the Millenium and Heaven. Some 
of us at least, having bridged so wide a 
pontra-t already in the habits and his
tory of these Provinces, can have little 
hesitation in believing it.

The venerable Dr. Ryerson is retiring 
on a good supernumerary allowance, 
from a country he has well and faith
fully served. His enemies declare he 
has faults. We do not doubt it ; but 
for a reformer—a man of. powerful in
fluence and special gifts—who has 
borne hie entire strength for a half a 
century against selfish and sectional 
principles, which never fail to find able 
champions. Dr, Ryerson seems to u? .v 
marvel in this—that he has so many 
friends and so few enemies. May his 
rest be lengthened and joyous with us 
in this land for which he has done so 
much !

Trade refuses to revive. In fact, 
there are serious mercantile failures oc
curring all round us even yet. In the 
autumn we fully hoped the. bottom had 
been reached ; but now it is difficult 
even to conjecture when business will 
be restored to a tafe, healthful basis. 
Much of the stagnation seems to us 
actually the consequence of uniformly 
good harvests everywhere. There are 
no markets opening f r the surplus pro
vision stored up in our Western coun
tries; and so our population dare not 
venture upon large imports from other 
lands. We may well sing “ of mercy 
and juigment."

Is the power of relivion declining ? 
D» Ministers experience the blessings 
they recommend to others ? Can Chris
tianity take away the sting of death ? 
The following description of the last 
hours of Rev. B. Frankland will answer.

The deceased was first s riouslyaffected 
six weeks ago, when officiating m the pul
pit of Biggieswaie Chapel. He returned 
home as quickly as possible, and since then 
has been confined to his home and to hie 
aed. He became immediately aware of bis 
dange', » nd suffered severely ; but through
out bad full rest cf soul in the Lord 
Jbses Christ, and at. times triumphed 
exultantly in the Saviour, exclaiming 
“ Victory !” “Victory!”

The College Question.—The Pres
byterian Witness last week strongly 
urged that no countenance .should be 
given by the legislature to any further 
grant for denominational colleges. Its 
arguments are thus met by the Morning 
Herald of this city.

“It is almo-it use ess to talk, or write, as 
if it were only a possibility that a system 
might be fastened on the Province, which 
the Province has already' accepted, which 
to years has been in successful operation 
and about which he interests and affecti
on) > fat least fmr large denominations 
aie woun i. The Legislature has “thought 
t”ice,” and has thought often ; bills have 
be n introduced and discussed ; proposals 
have been made and dropped ; articles by 
the dozen ha*e been written ; négociations 
üavÿ been proposed without success ; and 
the result of all is that the Denomiation- 
al Colleges are more popular and powerful 
than eve»- and so far from showing any 
signs of discontent with*them, the denoni 
inations are making eff ir's to enlarge and 
popularize the .a still further. Therefore 
it is idle to talk as if it we e only possi
ble that such a system might come into 
existence, when in fact it is in very active, 
robust and combative . xisteuce a rea y.”

Referriig to the claims of Dalhousie 
to being considered a Provincial Uni
versity, the Herald proceeds :—

“ On what basis wiU yon settle the 
claims of the C >liege to be so sustained ? 
Sh <11 you take the number of stu lents as 
a test ? If so, "Ac lia Oollega (BiptiitsV 
will claim precedence. Shall y<m take 
age, traditional veneration and brilliant 
record of tine scholars produced P Tden 
Kings college will step forward to clai-a 
precedence. Dalhousie basis its claim 
say In being the only college which does 
not claim to be denominational. But the 
strength and frequency of the protests of 
Dalhousie against being considered Pres
byterian, lead many people to think that 
circumstances must lie suspicions to make 
so much protest necessary ; and last ses
sion Dalhousie College accepted from the 
Government a grant whi ;h was given 
largely <>n denominational grounds. Our 
con tempary will see that in order to con
struct a Provinc al University, the claims 
for precedence of all existing 'VUeges 
would have to be ignoi ed, and an entirely 
new structure. How this would comport 
with our contem^ory’s views we do not 
exactly understand. In New Bnmswick 
where there is a Provincial University, 
students are sent over to this Province t • 
the denominational colleges ; Baptists 
leave New Brunswick and its University 
and come to Acadia College. Wealeyans 
leave them to go to Sackville. And Epis
copalians come thence to Windsoi. Thus 
every circus tance favors the existing 
system, every argument is in favor of its 
continuance. Half a century of prescrip
tive effort, immense subies of money ex-
Ïended, long lists of able scholars pro- 

need,’ the recognition extended by the 
Government for years upon years, the 
failure of all efforts to alter, the interests 
and affections of four dénominations—all 
these things plead loudly in favor of the 
existing system. To alter that system ,ou 
must produce some argument more power
ful than the desire to attempt a new, 
vague, uncertain and not popular experi 
ment.”

■

The Editor of the Nashville Advocate 
had an opportunity recently of listening 
to the eloquent blind preacher—Rev. W. 
H. Milbum. Here is what he says of

him : ,
Wt bad not seen Brother Milbum for a 

score of years. He is no longer the lithe 
and slender man that he was when he re
sided in Mobile ; be is stout and hearty, 
his voice is rich a d of marvelous compass 
running with ease up and down the gamut 
of oratory “in perfect diapason. He 
travels by himself, and never lacks assis- 
tance—who would not be “ eyes to the 
blind”? All his children are dead, except 
one, with whom he expects in a few weeks 
to go to Europe, where he will see more 
noteworthy sights; and. D. V-, come back 
to describe them witu his wonderful 
graphic eloquence. His father and one of 
his sons died last year. He is fifty-two
years of age—just in his prime- May his
bow abide in strength !

For fickleness and contradiction of 
natural laws, this American winter ex
ceeds every thing. Coming in with a 
“ snap” which terrified half the country, 
the weather has since so shaped, that 
we seem to be, more thin half the .time, 
in the north of England. The month 
of February, thus far, has been simply 
delightful — overhead ; under foot- 
abominable. But, for the poor, there 
is much of mercy in the weather. With 
the depressed condition of the labour 
market, and the scarcity of money, an 
addition of a fierce wipter would be 
distressing. '[

At intervals the reading world is 
shocked by evidences of glaring hypo
crisy practiced by Chrutiaus. Last 
week we had two instances of this kind 
—both American Methodists, and one 
having long been recognized as a min
ister of Christ. This latter, entering 
business lifo, plunged recklessly into 
speculation, and after involving himself 
and others in ruin,,leit the count, y 
speedily. His name is Winslow. He 
was formerly pu lisher of Zion’s Her
ald. j | . V '

That these instances occur so rarely, 
is owing to the’res raints of religion 
upon all that is selfish and acquisitive 
in human nature. That they are heart
ily denounced is a proud pr K)f of the 
genuine»» ot religion • in others. Thvre 
was a day when mankind c. mid not discri
minate between the individual Christian 
and the chorcli. That day has passed. 
The world knows that thg Church of 
Christ con tu ins the elements of sincerity, 
consistency and faithfulness. But pity 
the guilty transgressor who flees from 
the prison, but cannot elude his own 
accusing conscience !

grieved to/hear that 
rad, of Pugwash, N.S.,

We are much 
Rev. James Ed gland, 
continues ill. His life has been a most 
honorable and laboriou4 one, and we 
hope may still be continued in answer to 
the numerous prayers which are offered 
in his behalf.

LFTTER FROM THE U. STATES
Messrs. Moody and Sankey have 

commenced their revival labors in New 
York i y. Perhaps, nowhere have they 
met with greeter success, judging from 
the in mediate fruit of their labors than 
in Philadelphia. The ministers and 
churches co-operated with them to a 
great extent, and this contributed large
ly to their success. Perhaps never was 
there so general a religious i- dm-n e 
in Philadelphia as at present. Tue 
whole oily has been moved by the pow- 
er of the truth, an I it is hoped that the 
good work will go on and increase in 
interest and power. In New York, the 
evangelists have been most i-ordialiy 
received, and commence their labors in 
that g» eat citv under the most favora
ble circumstances. We doubt not 
the churches will ra’ly around them 
and render them all the aid in their 
power.

THE REVIVAL ‘INTEREST 

is evidently increasing throughout the 
count t. In many pf our churches, the 
n-vivals are most powerful, reminding 
us of those enjoyed in the early daVs of 
Methodism. In Newburgh, New York 
the work has been most wonderful. In 
the St. John’s Methodist, under the 
pastorate of Rev. L. H. King, about 
500 have been received. In other places 
the work is similar. The whole coun
try seems impressed with a s-nse of the 
divine presence and power.

THE RELIGIOUS PROGRESS OF THE 
COUNTRY,

for the past hundred years, has been 
great, and is very clearly and ably pre
sented in the last number of the North 
American Review, by iProf. Dimon, of 
Brown University. | Uae hundred years 
ago, the more important religious bodies 
were reckoned in the followi. g order : 
—Congregationalists, Baptists, Church 
of England, Presbyterians, Lutherans, 
German Reformed, Dutch Reformed

and Roman Catholics. The Methods 
were so small then that they were** 
na med among the religious denomiîî 
tions. An hundred years pass and 
a change i The following is the order 
of i he denominations now : Methodist/ 
Biptvts, Presbyterians, Roman Cathï 
lies, Lutherans, Congregativualieu A
Protestant Episcof al. Th.- Methodic 
st rad first, having made the greatest 
progress, and exceeding any one of the 
oth-r Churches in numbers and wea th 
In 17/7, the number of ch-irches 
less than 950 ; by the census of 187o 
the number was 72,000. Church# 
have multiplied nearly thirty , seven f0u 
and in population eleven* fold. The 
number of the Review referred io, issued 
by Messrs. James R. Osgood & Co., Ü of 
great value for its statistical ami other 
information, and is called, the Centen
nial number.

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, 
of the Methodist E. Church, will hold 
its next session in Baltimore, Maiylaod, 
commencing the first day of May mxc. 
Several subjects whicn w 11 probably 
come before that body for considera
tion, are now being discussed in our 
church papers, and among th-m, and 
perl aps I should say, the leading one 
among them, is the Presiding Elder 
question. Tais has given more or less 
dissatisfaction from the first, though it 
has been regarded as an in^n/runt fit
ment in the economy of the Church. 
Now, it devolves on the Biohous to ar
range the Districts and appoint the 
Presiding Elders. With this arrange
ment, many are disatisfied—they think 
the An-mal Conferences should arriuge 
the Districts, and have some voice at 
least, in the appointment of the Presid
ing Elders, as these officials constitute 
the Bishop’s Cabinet for the appoint- 
ment of the preachers. Some tavour 
the Cuairmanship plan, some think the 
Districts should be reduced in number 
one-half, and the Presiding Elder- re
quired only to visit societi-s once or 
twice a year, thus relieving the societies 
argely of the expense of support ng 

these officials. What action the tien- 
e al Conference will take in the matter, 
cannot now be known, but it is quite 
evident that some action will demanded 
for a change in this |«rt of our econo
my, better adapting it to the circum
stances of the times.

BOOKS AND AUTHORS.
Our publishers are quite busy in pre

paring tor the spring trade. Messrs. 
Janus R. Osgool & Co., have issued the 
“ Lite, Letters and Journals of George 
Tick nor,” in two octavo volumes. The 
first is embellished with a portrait of 
Mr. Ti<-knor in his early manhood, and 
% he iolyue of his library ; the second 
contains a -uperb steel portrait, which 
represents him vividly in his lateryeari. 
These volumes, will be sought for aud 
read with great interest, giving a truth
ful portrait as they do, of one whose 
memo1 y is fondly cherished by ttiuu- 
sands ot' our citizens.

Mr. Philip Gilbert Hamerton, has con
tributed a charming work, entitled, 
“Round the House,” consist ug of note* 
of rural life in France in peace and war, 
and is from the press of Roberts Broth
ers. Tne author’s style is such as to 
give a peculiar charm to every thing he 
« rites. Those who wi»h to hive a vie* 
of rur J life life in France, should not 
f.ii to read the present work. “ Prarftr 
ami its r. markable answers, ’ by &V. 
Wm. D. Patton, D.D., and issued ly 
Eben Strate, of Boston, is a book for 
the t mes, and should be read by e trj 
professing Christian. W • know of no
thing better aside from the Bible, to 
stimulate the faith and activities of the 
Cbur-b. it is rich in illustrat ous aud 
material for the ministry, and every 
Christian will ind mu< h in it io warm 
his heart, and quicken his zeal in Chris* 
tiau work. It is a precious book.

Nothing has appeared recently in the 
department f autobiography so inter
esting as the “ Memoirs of Rev. Chads* 
G Penney, written by himselj,” and pu ti
lls tied by A. 3 Barnes & Co. Mi" Fin
ney has long been known in this co -n- 
trv and in England, as a most distin
guished revivalist, and his Meuioit* 
contain an account of his v.mgell** 
work, giving many iutere-tmg scene» 
aud events connected wi'h tuat woik- 
But few ministers have been mure suc
cess! ul in leading men to C'urist, *■* 
here we have a record ot bis révivn» 
scenes, which must be regarded •* 
among the richest contributions to 
Curi'tiau literature.

“ The thrones and palace* of Bast
ion and Ninevah from sea to sea,”- ty 
Dr. John P. Newnra, aud from the 
press of Messrs. Harpers, is perbap* t^j 
most interesting book of travels i*»0" 
by the American press. It consists of 
155 pages, and of about eighty illustr»* 
tions and several maps of great valu*- 
The reader will not only be charm** 
with the book, but will be insvuct*** 
Its descriptions are vivid and thrill®!» 
often presenting to the reader striking 
illustrations of Bible scenes. It* ®e* 
chanical execution is superb.

Dr. Jas. Porter has Written a “ G»®* 
prehensive Hi-tory of Methodism,”*** 
bracing in one volume its origin,racing in one volume its origin 
gress, and present spiritual, eduva 
and benevolent status in all land*.
volume consists of about 600 page*, 
is divided into two parts, the firrfJP* 
ing the history ot Methodism in EnNi 
and the second that of America.
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