
THE WESLEYAN.
Cecil tad the Bookseller.

Many years ago, a pious and devoted cler­
gyman entered the shop of a prosperous Lon­
don bookseller, with whom he was on terms 
of intimate and Christian friendship. II<- 
inquired for his friend, and when told that 
he was at home, but particularly engaged, 
sent a messenger to him to the effect tjiat 
he wanted an interview with him, if but for 
a few moment». This message being deli­
vered, the clergyman was invited to walk 
upstairs, into the Bookseller's sitting-room, 
lie entered the room, and found bis friend 
sitting by his child’s cot. The child was 
dying, but, with affection strong in death, it 
had clasped its father’s hand, and was hold­
ing it with a convulsive grasp.

“ You are a father,” said the afflicted pa­
rent, “ or I should not have allowed you to 
witness such a scene."

“ Thank God, thank God," fervently ex­
claimed the minister, as he instinctively com­
prehended at a glance the situation of his 
friend ; “ thank God. He has not forgotten 
you I I have been much troubled on your 
account, my dear sir, I have thought much 
about you lately. I have been much afraid 
for you. Things have gone so well with 
you for so long a time, you have been so 
prosperous, that I have been almost afraid 
that God had forgotten you. But I said to 
myself, surely God will not forsake such a 
man as this ; will not suffer him to go on in 

•prosperity without some check, some re­
verse ! And I see he has not. No, God 
has not forgotton you."

These were this sentiments of Richard 
Cecil on the design of affliction ; and his 
friend, Thomas Williams, thankfully and 
joyfully responded to them. Within three 
weeks of his death, he related the incident, 
as it is related here, and the feeling of his 
heart was, “ He hath done all things well.”

i

Loom ef Ll/e
A man stands as it were, at the loom of 

life, and tics the threads, and arranges the 
figures of the tapestry to be woven ; and 
you see that every «lay and week, os the 
shuttle flies and the piece grows, only shows 
what the man put in at first. Such are our 
habits. .Every «me of them has its seed, with 
the tree in miniature. And as every seed is 
a prediction, so U every habit. If then you 
wish for a happy new year, put you the seeds 
of happiness into the first Sabbath ami its 
first week. Put them in carefully, as if you 
were burying a precious charge for the re­
surrection. Put them in with much prayer, 
and if you choose, with many tears, which 
are «n good as a gentle rain in seed time, 
ami God will take care of them, and make 
them grow. So your Sabbath shall guide 
your week, and your week shall predict your 
year, and your happy year—happy, because 
holy; happy, because God is in it—shall be 
full of blessedness and praise as an anthem.

eoutwflorarg (Demons.

right one,) but without finishing any eirndc one. 
l or instance, we wrote, first, u

AZ-o-n-
Thcn, beneath, T-o-m-
Then, U-a-
Thon, li-l-a-
* After thus beginning several names, wo wont 

over them, and added more letters skipping
com one to another ; until we had at LiV'lk 

written the lu^ letter of the true name. I mine-
it I a t OI O f ho n .i.inl,,.» a.n« 1

short time before he heard loml noises, as if a 
cannon hall were rolled along the floor of the 
hail which extended through the first story of 
the mansion; soon after these noises were in the 
upper and correspondent hall, on to which his 
chamber opened, and in a short tunc ringing 
raps were made against his door. lie got'up] 
and taking the light approached the door caie- 
lully, intending to open it suddenly and eur- 

the disturber, whether of this or the other

eovvtsyontcnrr.

V . , . Z.................................— .......V. ! prise ...v uv,, „ .1 emer onms or tne other
diqtely the affirmative rap sounded. We pur-1 world, but as he put his hand to the door it was 
sued tini plan, through a half-dozen questions, violently thrust open upon him, sending him 
with the same result, ami at the close, confess j quite peremptorily into the chamber • recovcr- 
ourself to have been puzzled. Our guardian ing himself he passed out, closing the door, when 
ange.^ (a deceased relative, it the ghost spoke lo, the violent rappings were on its inner side,
Ss,"“ ................................... .. 1 " 0 * And tllllS tlmv xx-rv ea IvlKAUnl —______A.__II . 1true,) appeared-very desirous of a further col­
loquy, but we were lurced to leave for the cars, 
and therefore denied the pleasure. We left a

I * « r> assists onavj
and thus they were reversed repeatedly as lie 
passed in or out

When these noises had ceased he sat down on
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No little interest has been excited by these ! pings were heard loudly on the outer side of the

y men of head-board of his Led. He seized his light and
WOrthv nf f bprrnn tn pyaminn it *

marvels—and some of the first literary ,„vll ,„ 
the country have deemed them not unworthy of 
their attention. They arc deemed by many su­
pernatural facts, by others a new development 
of electrical or magnetic phenomena, and by 
most a cunning imposture. We confess our­
selves inclined to the last solution, but must al­
so acknowledge our utter inability to defend it 
by any satisfactory proof. Wo seldom minister 
to the curiosity or (if you please) credulity of 
our readers by inserting such marvels, but "now 
that our hand is “ in lor it’’ we will venture a 
few more lines to them on the subject. We 
write this after dinner, and arc in a slory-telliii" 
mood. ■ 0

These “ knoekings,” it will be observed are, 
as has been remarked, very like those which at 
first disturbed but afterwards amused the Wcs- 
ley family'for a time. 'Iliero is, however, one 
marked difference, for the latter were accompa­
nied by visible motions; tables,chairs, &c., were 
put into violent agitation, and Mr. Samuel Wes­
ley (the father of John) was severely thrust 
about at times by the invisible power. These 
New York reports present no such phenomena, 
so far as we have read, and as for the Roches­
ter case, we confess to not having had curiosity- 
enough to read a line about it, editor though we

While at the late New York East Conference 
we, however, met with a testimony which quite 
’* duiubfuinblcd us. (Ye had been dining with 
our friend Dr------------ , of New Haven, in com­
pany with Rev. Mr Perry, of New York city, 
the President of our university, and other friends 
ol sound heads and good discretion—they must 
excuse us for mentioning them, for in these ca- 
see witnesses are necessary. After dinner a 
member of the Conference of unquestionable 
standing and of ripe understanding, called in 
casually. This brother is now in an important 
station in New York city ; we forbear to give 
his name, lest wo should contribute to the an­
noyance which he assured us he hud already en­
dured. incessantly tor some weeks, from the in­
quisitive cunusty ot ln.s friends ; our leaders 
must, therefore, lu eon'iuit v.ilh the names of 
our witnesses instead of his. lie had been an 
ey e witne-s ns well as an ear witness of the mar­
vels at Si ration], Conn., which we lluind had 
produced quite a sensation in New It ivcn, and 
indeed tnrunghout the St ile. Incredulous about 
them, but excited bv the prevailing interest, he 
vi.-itcd Stiatiurd, and s cut a (civ da\s and 
nights in the niauaimi of* the Lev. J >r. (V-lp. 
the locale of the “ spiri.s.'' J luring h s stay he 
w'l'tvsM-d nr: rv.lv v.hi. It v. ■ should" Lhe some of

began to examine it, determined now to detect 
the trick, but as he looked on one side tlic noise 
rang out on the other, and vice vena until the 
whole board was in vibration. Meanwhile his 
closest scrutiny could detect nothing by which 
the strange effect could be produced. The fa­
mily of course were aroused by these disturban­
ces. Other phenomena ensued of a still stran­
ger character, among which was a communica­
tion from the ghostly agent to the Rev. Dr. 
Phelps, in the presence of our visitor, by tbe al­
phabetic knot kings described in the New York 
case. We forbear any description of the other
wonders ot the night, as they would occupy too 
much room.

Stratford being but a few minutes’ ride by- 
railway from New Haven, our curiosity prompt­
ed us to visit the family of Dr. Phelps in com­
pany with Messrs. Perry and W. McKendree 
Bangs—though the “ knoekings” were reported 
to have about ceased. At the village wo were 
joined by the Methodist preacher of the town, 
who had witnessed the wonders. We found the
family living in apparently opulent circumstan­
ces, intelligent, refined ana---------»—. ----------- —v. Christian. Arri­
ving early we joined the venerable Doctor In 
his family devotions, and afterwards heard his 
account of these strange scenes, and was showed 
over his elegant mansion. We found a conside­
rable amount of dilapidation of both the furni­
ture and the house ; we noticed that every pane 
of glass in one window of the good Doctor’s 
chamber was repaired with pasted paper except 
one that was fractured, and another window was 
in scarcely better condition. Washstanda, bed­
steads, chairs, &c. had been bruised and shaken 
by violent collisions, produced, he assured us, 
by some invisible means. One of bis children, 
a small boy, hai%been sent into the country to 
escape the malice of the “spirits," which seem­
ed specially directed against him. His svnip- 
tdins were very similar to those ascribed by 
the New J estnmeut to demoniacal possessions ;

. for the Wesl»yan

Valise: Circuit.
Mr. Editor,—Knowing that it wjn 1(r .

your numerous readers much pleasure to 
lormed that the head of the Church stil ,-!,"" 
uesto own and bless a preached go,. Il in 
Circuit, and that they will not 01,f, i “ 

on tins account but be stimulated togreaTer’vf tiy.ty and zeal extending ,he iLkÏE 
Kingdom in tbe earth,-iseud y ou the folio. 
statements. } c Iolle>*'ns

I am thankful to have it in mv power • 
form you that a vorv gracious rcx'.vaUf rchgi'm, -,..........., “ revival of
Las taken place on the Wallace Hiver

On Sunday the 7,1, of April, we commenced 
a senes ot religious services, and continued them 
with intermissions for about a fortninht a. 
llurd service penitent, were invited'to km* 
forward to be prayed lor, ami thereby manifest 
tl.eir desire tor salvation. .Some eight or 
del so, and at every succeeding service per- 
sons presented tlmnselxes as seeker, of men 
and Lod honoured them faith, and answered 
hem prayers, m granting them a free and a 

lull pardon ol all their sins.
It was a delightful scene, though affectif to 

see old men and children together knJinl 
before the mercy -seat of God, crying for 
don and salvation ; but much more to, to lNten 
to their joyous statements, and hear them relate 
wliat God had done for their souls. God's peo­
ple were abundantly refreshed with hi, presence 
and entered with lift» sn.i »A.i • J
pie were abundantly refreshed with hi, presenc 
and entered with iifo and zeal into the work 
In several families, three, four, five, and si, 
have experienced the pardoning mercy of God’ 
and are now walking in the comforts of tbe 
Holy Ghost.

Sunday the 21st was a most delightful season. 
Many said they had never spent so happvadsr 
in their lives. The morning service was ren­
dered peculiarly interesting and solemn, owine 
to the administration of the Sacrament of Rap- 
tisrn to tixleen adults and one child. Many 
said they had never witnessed any thing m 
solemn, so affecting. It was indeed «sight that 
might engage the attention of Angels, and 1 have 
no doubt but they witnessed with unmiegled 
pleasure ani* delight the solemn vows the 
candidates took upon themselves, and beheld 
them with gmtoful emotion, whilst bondira 
upon theirknees, and tire water (emblematic....... ...........txwwii», ugem mcir Knees, arol tlie water (emblematiclie would lush involuntarily into the Lie, wells, ol the purifying inliiienvc of the Holy Spirit.)

I was 11OUIt•<! IlTv>n flw.1,1 !.. o/U1a..L__ * —:.L .l
Our fiir-nd above-mentioned assured us that 

during Lis stay in the family the little fellow had 
been taken out of a well into which Ik; said he

J.

(from y.ion't Ilerahl )

Tbe Mysterious Knoekings.
We quote on our last pige WIl’U 

the “ My sterious Kim kings” at N, w \ : ,
will be an amusement, if nothing nmre, to .m 
rc nlers. It will remind themofthe “ i;:i. kin_-." 
in the Wesley family. N inthly, in a I, . 1 
\V illierlorce, acknowledges Ins inal .lit v 1 1 a - 
coaiil for the latter, and quite hints lii/1.-del",.f 
their preternatural chani l.-r, if we n'iiieiub.ir 
rigi l'v. The editor ot'tin- l’liilad.1 s.,.,,;-. 
day K'-ening Post was Lit. ly at New Y. ik, ,-r I 
•pi-aks as follow, of his interview with tin 
“spirit.,:'’—

* N;nec our list paper, in which v 1 : p-;ldioL■ ■ 1 
tic- s- \ -i-.d accounts of the “Home. .1 . 1, 
and1- 1.1,nine," regarding the a" p!: 
ena, wv liavo ourself had a verit.d■’ • 
with the “ spirits”—that is to sax, were placed 
i:i xvlnt tho French call (and xxhi h term we 
use xvitjiout meaning to pim.) rap port witL i1,,- 
im i.-ihlcs. lo say-tli it xxe are conxe t- i to a 
lick. I i.i Vic alleged ghost, would be 1 idienlcus 
—bi.: ; 1 :i 1111 it that xve ai’e unit.i,,; V,!x ouzzln! 
is no u.o.'ix thin eitvlid. That xve L-ard tin 
rapjilng--. is a fa-t, and th the. rappings an- 
swe: -d our qneiic. is not to be denied.

1 Wo availed ourself of a brief opportunity to 
put a luxv test-questions. Fixing in our niimi 
the name of an individual now absent, wo re 
quested- the spirit lo tell ll. Ids name. Assent 
be dig accorded, we commenced to xvrito on a 
t.ip of paper, several names, (including the

as! a!
1 Oampviy th tl he 
' ceiiit-g ..a to a t. 
Id. it.. .;it 111 

• i.h ;l.e aid 
I h 111 j ing v, i
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• d 'scend from
: 1 .a- arm of a 

...e it can.',

i 1 -e

xvas presseil by, lie knew- not wb.it. jinxver
Dr. I'li el ri, seemed to be a L'ertlemnty »£ edu- 

eition and good sense ; be said tho eonmmnit a- 
t.ous ot the “ spirits ' by- the *- alphabetic raps” 
imported, in substance," th.it a peison w'10111 lie 
Olive well kiicxx-, and who had xx longed his fami­
ly, vvirhed to direct him so as to secure I ho re­
paration of the wrong, and that, in the nttvmnt, 
1. - xv is beset by oilier ami exil spirit, which

was poured upon toem in accordance xxiih the 
Scriptural nindo ; and 1 am sure God was in tbe 
m:d-t ol His people lo seal their covenant vows. 
I pxxard, ot sixty persons have given in their 
nomes p, eanil:1 hi,i s n.r meml ersliip, being the 
I. mt ol tin, revixid. May the King and bead of

m eoiitinuu lo look in metey upon us, and 
ns vat mere abumlautly with the out-pou

pint.
r-

ing of His N

l.od has illy blessed this people. Tlirce 
year-- age, x..;. u ( came to this Circuit, there 
xvere 21,1 names on the Class Hooks ; this tear 
•d.cr icakii'g up all deficiencies, arising from

■ 1. I'1
g a
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XVI-..,cl to prevent htm. J lie communications ! removal,. Pcith,, fv.g, we return * i«a aeemliv 
xvie.dieiibre,ken by bh-i.hemons or ridiculous .«‘'I iiie,„l..,s, be-ides C.) on trial fur memta-r- 
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" ,'1- wvi’v.again loljowed by earnest j Lo g'ory exerlaoing, nml max- the whole earth
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night, some marvels xvli: ii x\i . 
ing rcf.-rn 1 to hi- dveiims . r 
lion, xxe shoii!,) htive - , i ■ 
(here xvas outright actuality, hr 
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As y ou were instru
,.......,.......^ the friends of onr eausi ..

■c to ( onlinenee building a place ofWor 
' g- you will Ik; gratified to learn, that the 
bnudmg has progressed so fir toward comple­
tion, as to admit ti< Divine Service being held 
tin-: e-in on Sabbath last (July 7th.) Hie day 
xxn-i nut xcry favourable in coi'.ecquciiee of a 
'cry high xx,od, by which many, who expected 
Income in bunts, xvere disappointed at not liv­
ing prc-riit on the o ea-iun. Notwithstanding, 
t'M‘ chape! was nearly f,lied,—the congregation 
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• morning cloud and tally dew,” ff on 
•iv ! A refreshing season wa* al-'o rxyv- 

little class-uivcling imuied.atc■!/m t .10 
vice.

Th, building prcFcnts a very pretty appeal 
rorth from its neat construction and par 

-nantie position It stands on a 
d snot,—not of ground,-(tor ground 

C * vree here.) but on the edge ot tbe u 
,er-’ ;tc rCK k on which the whole pla- e
rrSb"”t » ^ yar,h fr°m ,hc sûut

rt part ofthe buihling and almost incessant 
rJTbv the surging billow. 1 be neatly- cxi 
Sted'and well proportioned tower adds a! 

mu-h to the beauty of its appearance.
•rhe few friends here Lave certainly donc r 

hlv and deserve commendation. lo J 
b>' ninee-ellv, arc we deeply nmebti 
XUr the’ Lord ’ less him for his zeal and libe 
ktv"in’the matter. The buihling ,s not yet t 
■iked irthie. and as the few tnenas here h. 
done their utmost, we shill bo very thankful 
y|V assistance onr neighbours may he dispn: 
,o"render towards its completion. The eo.l 
lion taken afier the sermon delivered on the
e^ion amounted to 12 eg. () j,

Peggy’i Cove, July 12, lfbO.

Ctiwal <L1toteUanp.

Mirrors.
The plane or f- lt mirror yields a reflected iu 

wh<*e size iniy be always known by this ruh
]t appears as large to an observer as a real ol
«uulil which was situated as far behind the 
ror u the observer is before it; thus, if the obs 
er be two feet from the mirror, the reflected ir 
ipgears four feet distant, and so on. A roi 
mirror gives a reflected image which is snalici 
the same distance, than that from a plane mi 
Ibe diminution increasing in proportion to the 
veiily ofthe mirror. A caneaet mirror giv 
enlirged image ol an object, which en’argeme 
greatest when the observer is at some parti- 

If xve suppo.e the mirror In have bespot.
portion of a hollow globe from which it has 
cut, ami the eye tu be as 1er Ir. m the li.uuui 
e.]Ull to hall the diameter xd that globe, the ( 
surface cl the mirror will rtfleet tin- eye ii»tl 
nothing else ; tiiio will give sum » i lea ol tlie 
mfving power of such a mirror. The laws x 
rrguhte the lf flex oui ot 1. "!>t, and the l-ur 
uf reflecte'1 images, const.teto a -Irpaitineiit 
tical fciei'.cc which is too r;.t.mire to Lo ( : 
upon here.—Looking-glasses, such us xve huv( 
at the present day, appe. r to have ori-inat 
Murauo, in Italy in tiie sixteenth century, 
it was that xxe have the «list Certain tvidzi 
mercury, or quicksilver being erg ployed as ; 
ili; tor one side cf a piece ofg!n,s. i'lie lit 
mercury for this purpose arises from three r 
its brilliant whiteness, its fluid state, and it: 
•rty of combining xxith other met flu. M 
(which is the only m.-lrl that xve lia 1 in 
stile at ordinary temperatures) will nut a! 
glass unless some th ini body be present, 
this third body is tin, in 11.e form of e t! m 
the mercury combipcs with the tin, and L 
tether adhere lo the glass. Tl.is i i the r 
if coating a class with mercury ; a process 
is termed ii/roing, hut very e:rc..e"t:!y, •• 
silver whatever is emp!ayeJ in the pn>,-<■.-! 
process of silv#i ing is this. On apenccllyll 
4 laid a sheet of tinfoil, which i< queud oui s 
a quant ilyot mercury sal.icient lo Cover tli 
poured on it. TiiC ..A. i, v.'nl i m:o.t pri 
he made pci tecliy clean, is i i.ail pl an 1
aercury, not l.y
hut by being - in 
ot Lie sape.: 
uer of weights a 
which all the ;• - 
•ut from tn t-.x ■',■ 
certain li:.,.- ihe xx t 
itlass is i laced np.,:
lor two or three ilr-

t.aiog la d 1.111 
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. ' I tin- i 
ra r v.

I;n vc i.-v
haie coirihaiv i fl.e tin, zml I -til i t 
have adhered to «he glr. ».
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