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THE DAYS OF THE MESSIAH
BOOK FIRST.

CHAPTER VI,
THE JOPPA MARKET,

Io an sperture of the western wall of
Jerusslem bang the “oaken valves” called
the B:thichem or Joppa Gate. The area
outside of them is one of the motable
places of the city. Lng before David
coveted Zion, there was a citadel there,
When at last the son of Jesse ousted the
Jebusite, and began to build, the site of
the citadel became the north:weet corner
of his new wall, defended by a tower
much more imposing than the old one.
The location of the gite, however, was
not disturbed, for the reazons, most likel{,
that tha roads which met and merged in
front of it could not well be transferred
to any other point, while the area outside
bad becme 8 recoguiz:d uarket: place.
1a 8 lomon’s day there was great traffic
at the locality, a{usd in by traders frcm
Ezypt, and the rich dealers from Tyre
lnl Sidon, Nearly three thousand years
bave pa:scd, and yet o kind of commerce
elings to the spot, A pilgrim wanting a
xh or a pistcl, & cucumber or a cymel, &

ouse or & horse, & loan or a lentil, a date
or s dragoman, a melon or & man, a dove
or a donkey, has only to inquire for the
article at the Jopps Gate. 5 metimes the
scene is quite animated, and then it sug-

ests, What 8 place the old market must

ave been in the days of Herod the
Builder! Aud to that pericd and that
market the reader is now to be trans-
ferred,

Following the Hebrew system, the
meeting of the wise men described in the
preceding chapters took place in the after
noon of the twenty fi'th day of thethird
month of the year ; that is to say, on the
twenty fif h day of Decemher. The year
was the second of the 193:d Olympiad, or
the 747th of Rome ; the sixty-seventh of
Herod the G:eat, and the thirty fifth of
Xis reign ; the fourth before the beginn-
fog of the Christian era. The hours of
the day, by Judean custom, begin with
the eun, the first hour being the first after
sunrise ; 8o, to be precise, the market at
the J ppa Gate during the first hour of
the dsy stated was in full session, and very
lively. The massive valves had been wide
open since dawn, Business, always ag-
gressive, had pushed through the arched
entrauce into a narrow lone and court,
which, passing by the walls of the great
tower, conducted on into the city, As
Jerusalem is in the hill country, the morn-
ing air on this (c:asion was not a little
otisp. The rays of the sun, with their
}nomise of warmth, lingered provokingly

ar up on the battlements and turcets
of the great piles about, down which f:ll
the crooning of pigeons, ard the whir of
the fl cks coming aud g )ing.

As & passing acquaintance with the
people of the Huly City, stiangers as well
as residents, will be necessary to an under
starding of some of the pages which fol-
low, it will bs we'l to stop at thegate ard
pass the scene ia 1eview,  Better oppor-
tunity will not offer to get sight of the
populace who wi'l a't rwhile go forward
in a mood very d ffarent from that which
now possesses thei

The scene is at first one of utter confu.
sion—coufusion of action, sounds, colours,

and thirgs. 1t is espectally so in the lane
and comit  The giound thore is paved
with brcal unshaped fligs, from which
each cry and jar and hoot stamp arises to
swell the medtey thatiags and reaws up
between the s lid imperding walls, A
little mixing with the throrg however, a
little fawinarity with the busisess going
on, will wake analysis possible,

Here stands & dovkey, dozing under

pauniers full of lentils, beans, ouions and
cucumbers, brought fresh from the gar-

dens and teriaces of Galilee. When not

engaged in serving customers, the master,

in & voice which ouly the initia‘ed can

understand, cries his stock, Nothing can

be simpler than his ¢ stume—sandals, and
an unbleachcd, undyed blanket, crossed
over one shoulder aud girt round the
wairt, Near by, and far more impoting
and groterque, though scarcely as patient
as the doukey, kneels a camel, raw-boned,
rough, and grey, with lovg éhapgy tufts ot
fox ¢ loured hair under its throat, neck,
and body, 2nd a load ot bux:s and
»askets curiously arranged upon an enor-
mous saddie. 1he owuer is an Egy ptian,
small, lithe, end of a cowplcxion which
bas borrowed agood deal from the dust of
the roads aud the tands of the desert, He
wears a faded tawbooshe, a loote gowr,
sleeveless, unbelted, and dropping from
the neck to the knee. His feet are bare,
The camel, restless under the load, groans
and occasionally shows his teeth ; but the

man paces indifferently to and fre, hold

ing the driving strap, aud all the time
advertising his fruits fresh from the orch.
ards of the Kedron—grape:, dates, figs,

apples and pomegranates,

At the corner where the Jane opens out
into the ¢ urt, some women sit with their

backs again:t the grey stones of the wall

Mheir drese is that common to the hum-
Yl-r classes of the country—a linen frock
extending the full length of the person,
lcosely gathered at the waist ; and a veil
or wimple broed enough, after covering
the head, to weep the shouldcrs, Their
merchandice 18 ¢ utained in & number of
carthen jare, tuch as are still used in the
Bast for brivgirg water from the wells,
and some leathern botiles. Among ihe
jars aud bottles, rolling upon the stuny
tloor, v gardless of the crowd and cold,

pften in dar ger but never hart, | lay half

a dozen half-raked ctaldren ; their brown
bodies, j-tty eyes, and thick black hair
attesting the blood of Israel,  Sumetimes,
from under the wimples, the mothers look
up, aud in the vernacular modestly
bespeak their trade j in the bottles “houey
of grapes,” in the jurs “strong drink.”
Their ertreaties are usually lost in the
general uproar, and they fareill agaiust
the many competitors ; brawny fellows
with bare legs, dirty tanice, and long
beards, g ing about with bottles lashed to
their backs, and ehouting. *Honey of
wine Grapes of Eu Gedi!” When a cas-
tomer balts one of them, round comes the
bottle, and, upon liftit g the thumb from
the nozzle, out into the ready cup gushes

the deep red blood of the luscious berry.

Scarcely le:s blatant are the dealers in
birdi—doves, ducke, and frequently the

singing bulbu), or pightingale, moat fie

1HOLIC RE

to the court described as part of the mar- h
b | ket at the Jopps Gate, It wastbe third and wa'ted
bour of the day, sud many of the people ;
d | bad gone away; yet the press- continued | the gate, end, turnicg
without apparentabatement. Of ths new | rusd to Bothlehem,
comers, there was a group over by the
south wall, corsisting of a man, & womun,
aod 8 doukey, which requires ¢xtended
notice,

wall is at bis back; overhead hargs a scant
m, within hauds rea:
liwtle stools, lis osier

the ni.ts, seldcm fall to thi
perilous life of the cstchers, bo
ciimbezs of the cliffs; now baoging with
baud and foot to the face uf the crrg, now
swinging in a backet far down the moun-

curtain; around bi

onds, grapes, fig, au
To him uow comes (ne st
t help louking, though
for auother resson than that which fixed
g'adiators ; he is really
tiful Gieck, Around

whom we canno
Blent with pedlers of jiwelry—ebarp
q in wnfet ‘:Jd blue, | our eyes upon the
besutiful—a beau!
bis temples, holding the wavin,
crown of myrtle, to which still eling the
pe berries, His
let in colour, is of the softest
fabric ; below the girdle of buff
leather, which is clasped in front by a fau-
tastic device of shining gold, the skirt
ps to the kuee in folds heavy with
embroidery of the same royal metal ; a
scarf, also woollen, aud
sud yellow, crosses his
traiiog at bis back ; his arms and legs,
where exposed, are white as ivory, aud
ossible except by perfect
ath, oil, brushes, and pin-

incisive gleam of gold, whether in bracelet
in rings fur the finger or
with peilers of bousehold
utensils, and with dealers in weariog-
apparel, and with retail ;
for anointing the person, axd with
ters of all articles, fanciful as well as of
need, - hitber and thither, tugging at
balters and ropes, now screAmivg, now
coaxing, toil the venders of
donkeys, borses, calves,, sheep, bl ating
d came's; animals of
kind except ‘the outlawed swine.
n.t singly, as
described, but many times repcated; not
iu one place, but everywhere in the

ers of vnguents

of mixed white
throat and falls

of the polish im

cers,

The d-aler, keepirg his seat, bends for-
ward, and throws his hauds up until they
meet in front of him, palm duwawards
and fiogers extended.

“What bast thou, this morning, O son
of Paphos 1 says the young Greek, look-
ing at the boxes rather than at the Cyp-
riote. “I amhungry. What hast thou for

ful of green grass, of which there was an
abundance in the market, In its tleepy
content, the brute did not admit of dis
turbauce from the bustle aud clamour
abou!; no more was it mindful of the
woman sitting upon its back in a cush-
joned pillion. Au out robe of dull wollen
stuff ccmpletely covered her person,
while & white wimple veiled her head and

Turning from thisscene in ths lane and
court, this glance at the eellers and their
commodities, the reader has need to give
attention, in the next place, to visiiors
and buyers, for which the beat studies will
be found outiide the gates, where the
tacle is quite as varied and animated;
ed, it may be more eo, for there are
superadded the ¢ffects of tent, booth, and
sook, greater epace, larger crowd, more
unqualified freedom, and the glory of the
Ea-tern sunchine,

CHAP1ER VIL
THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM.
L-t us take our stand by the ga‘e, jast
out of the edge of the currents—one flow
ing in, the other out--aud use our eje:
a.d ears awhile,

¢Fruits from the Pedius—genuine—
such as the tiogers of Antioch take of
mornings to restore the waste of their
voices,” the dealer answers in a querulous | neck, Ouceina while, impelled by curi-
osity to see or hear something passing, she
drew the wimple aside, but so slightly that

A fig, but not one of thy beat, for the
the face remain: d invisible,

singers of Autioch!” says the Greek.
¢Tnou art & worshipper of Aphrodite, aud
goam I, es the myitle I wear pruves ;
therefore I tell thee their voicas have the
chill of & Caspian wind,  Seeet thou this
girdle7—a gift of the mighty Salome"’—
“The kirg's &iter 1”
Cypriote with another salaam,

“And of royal taste and divine judg-
ment. Ard why not 7 She is more Greek
But—my breakfast !
Here is thy money—red coppers
Give me giapes, and”—
“Wilt thou not take the dates also ?”
#No, I am not an Arch.”

ing gravely around. “Aad you—ah,
peace be unto you ! my fiiend, Rabbi
Samue! !”

Here come two men of
a most noteworthy clase,

How cold it is!” says one of
them, a powerful figure in armovur; on his
head a brazen helmet, on his body a shin-
ing breastplate and skirts of mail, ¢ How
cold it is ! Dust thou remember, my Caiue,
that vault in tke O®mitium at home
which the fl umes eay is the entrance to the
low world ? By Pluto, I could stand there
this morning, long enough at lcast to get

Rabbi paused, locking at the woman, then
added, ‘‘to you,aud unto yourtouse and
all your helpere, be peace.”

than the kiog.

upon Lis bre:st, and inclined his head
to the woman, who, to tee him, bad by
this time withdrawn the wimple enough
to show the face of one but a short time
out of girlhocd. Thereupon the acquaint-
ances grasped right hands, as if to carry
them to their lipe; at the last moment,
however, the cla=p was let go, and each
kissed bis own hand, then put its palm
upon his forbead.

That would be to make me a Jew. No
nothing but the grapes:
mixed so sweetly as the blood of the Greek
and the blood of the grape,”

The sit ger in the grimed and seething
msrket, with all his airs ¢f the court, is a
vision rot easily shut out of mizd by such
a8 see him; as if for the purpose, however,
a peison follows him challengia
He comes up the roa
his feca towards the geound; at intervals
ke stops, crosses his hauds upon his
breast, lengthens his countenance, and

The party addressed drops the hood of
his military c'oak leavirg bare his head
and face, and replies, with an ironic ewile,
the legions which con
quered Mark Antony were full of Gsllic
snow; but ttou—sh, my poor friend!
thou kast just come from Egypt, bringing
its summer in thy blood.”

Aud with the Jast word they di-appesr
through the entrauce.
been silent, the armour ard the sturdy
step would have published them Roman

“The helmets o
ments,” the Rabbi said familiarly, “that [
infer you passed the night in this city of
our fathers.”

ouly mtke Bethiny before the night
came, we stayed in the khan there, and
took the road again at dsybreak.”

Though they had
reak into prayer.
where, except in Jerusalem, can euch a
character be found. Oa his forehead,
attached to the band which keeps the
mantle in place, prcjects a leathein case,
¢quare in form, another similar case is tied
by a thong *0 the lcft arm; the borders of
hie robs are decorated with deep fringe ;
aud by such signs—the phylacteries, the
enlarged borders of the garment, and the
savour of intense hcliness pervading the
whole man—we know bim to be a Piari-
see, one of an orgavizition (in religion a
sect, in politics a party) whose bigotry
and power wi'l shortly bring the would to

not tcJopps, I h pe.’
From the throng a Jew comes next,
meagre of frame, round shouldered, and
wearing a coarse brown robe; over his
eyes and face, and down his back, hangs
a mat of long, uncombed bhair.
Tho.e who meet him laagh, if
they do not worse ; for Le isa Nazarite,
one of a sect which devotes itself by vows,
sud goes unshorn while the vows endure.
As we watch his retiring figure, saddenly
there is a commotion
parting quickly to the right and left, with
x:lamauens sharp and decisive,
the cause comes—3 wan,
foature aid dress,

fore open and friindly, became lowering
and sinister, and he cleared his throat
with a growl instead of & cough.

born in Bethlehem, and Wwend thither

for taxation, as oxdered by Cwsar. The
chi'dren of Jacob are asthe tribes in Egypt
m the crowd, a
a Joshua. How are the mighty fallen!”

The densest of the throng ontsile the
gate covers the road leadivg off to Joppa.
Turning from the P'harisee, we are at rac-
ted by eoms parties who, as subj cts of
study, opportunely separate thewselves
from the motley crowd. Ficst among
them a man of very noble appearance—
clear, healih‘ul complexion ; brigut black
eyts; beard long and flowing, tnd rich
with unguent:; apparel well fitting, costly,
and suitable for the season.
st- ff, and wears, suspended by a cord from
kbis neck, a large golden seal, Scveral ser-
vants attend him,some of them with short
swords etuck through their ¢ashes ; when
they addrees him, it was with the utmost
The rest of the party conslste
of two Arabs of the pure descrt stock ;
thin, wiry men, deeply bro:zed, and
with hollow cheeks, and eyes of almost
evil brightness ; on their heads 1ed tar
boo:hes ; over their abas, and wrappiog the
left shuulder snd the body so as to leave
the right arm free, brown woollen haicks,
There is a loud

The mantle of snow
wiite linen, held to his head by cords of
yllow si'k, fl,ws free over his shoulders;
Lis rebe is richly embroidered ; a red sash
with frisgesof gold wraps his waist several
His d:neanor is calm; he even
giiles upon those who, with such rude
baste, m:ke room for him.
No, he is on'y a Samaritan,
ing crowd, if asked, would say he is o
moungrel—an Assyriau—whose touch of
the rebe is pollution; from whom, con-
requently, an Israelite, though dying,
might not accept life.

In fact, the feud
is not of blood.

When David eet bis
throne here on Mount Zion, witk only
Judah to eupport him, the ten tribes
Letovk themselves to Shechem, a city
much older, and, at that date, infinitely
richerin holy memorics,
of the tribes did not settle the dispute thus
begun, The Samaritans after the Assyrian
C nquest clung to their tabernac'e on
Gerizim, and, wtile maint.iaing its euper-
ior sanc ity, laughed at the irate doctors
in Jerusalem, Time beought no assuage
Under Herod, conver
sion to the faith was open to all the world
except the S:maritans; they alone were
absolutely and for ever shut out from
communion with Jews.

As the Samaritan goes in under the
arch of the gate, out come three men 80|
uulike all whom we bave yet seen that
they fix our g:zs, whether we will or not.
They are of unusual stature and immenss
brawn ; their eyes are blue, and .o fair
is their complexion that the blood shines
through the skin like blue pencilling;
their hair is light and short; their heads
small aud round, rest squarely upon necks
columnar as the trunks of trees,
tunics, open at the breast, sleeveless and
oosely girt, drape their bodies, leaving
bare arms aud legs of such development
that they at once suggest the arens; and
when thereto we add their careless, con-
fident, insolent manner,
wonder that the people give them way,

borses and tryirg to seli them; aud, in
their eagarness, they speak in high, shrill
voices. The courtly person leaves the talk-
ing mostly to his servante; occasiorally he
answers with much dignity; directly, see-
ing the Cy priote, he stops and buys some
And when the whole party has
pacsed the portal, close after the Pharisee,
we betake ourselves to the dealer in fruits,
he will tell, with a wonderful salaam, that
the stranger is a Jew, one,of the princes of
the city, who has travellcd, and learned
the differences be:ween
grapes of Syria and those of Cyprus, so
sucpassingly rich with the dews of the

meut of the hate,

Aand so, till towards noon, sometimes
later, the steady-carrent of busiuess habit-
ually fl w in and out of the Joppa Gate,
carrying with them every varicty of char-
acter; including representatives of all the
tribes of lsrael, all the sects among whom
the aucient faith has been parcelled and
refined away, all the religious and social
divisions, all the adventurous rabble who,
as children of art and ministers of plea-
sure, riot in the prodigalities of Herod,
and all the peoples of note at any Lime
compassed by the Caesars and their pre-
decessors, especially those dwelling within
the circuit of the Mediterianean,

In other words

at them again,
gladiators—wrestlers,

Judea befure the
R man; fellows who, what iime they
are not in training, may be seen stroliivg
through the king's gardens or sitting with
ti.e guards at the palace gates; or possibly
they are visitors from Cwsarea, Scbaste, or
Jericho; in which Hercd, more Greek than
Jew, aud with all a Roman’s love of
games aud bloody spectacles, has builc
vast theatres, and now keeps schools of
fighting-men, diawn, as is the custom,
from the Gallic provinces, or the Slavic
tribes on the Danube,

“By Bacchue !” tays one of them, draw-
ing his clenched hand to his shoulder,
“their skulls are not thicker than egg

Jerusalem, rieh in
gacred history, richer in connection with
saciel prephecies—the
Solomon, in which silver was as stones,
and ceda:s as the sycamores of the vale—
had come to be but a copy of Rome,a
centre of unholy practices, ageat of pagan
A Jewish king one day put on
priestly garments, and went into the
Holy of Holies of the first temple to cffer
incense, and he came out a leper; but in
the time of which we are reading, Pom- |
pey entered Hercd's temple and the same
Holy of Holies, and came out witkout
harm, finding but an empty chumber, and
of Gud not a sign,

The brutal look which goes with the
gesture dirgnsts us, and we turn hapgily
to something more pleasant.

Oppmita ue is a fruit-stand. The pro- CHAPTER VIII.

at of the ordinary

The donkey ate leisurely from an arm

At length the man was accosted.

“Are ycu not Josepb of N:zureth ?”
The speak: r was standing cluse by,

“] am 80 called,” answered Josepb, turn-

“The same give I back to you.” The

ith the last word, he placed one hand

“There is 80 litt'e dust upon your gar-
“No,” Joseph replicd, “as we could

“The journey before youis long, then—
)

“Only tv Bethlehem,”
The countenance of the Rabbi, thercto-

“Yes, yei—I see,” be said, “You were

now, with your dsughter to be counted

were—ounly they have neither a Moses Lor

Joseph answered without change of
posture ¢r countenance :
“Ths woman is not my daughter.”
3at tle Rabbi clung to the political
idea; and be went on, without noticing
the explanation, ‘ Woat are the Z:alots
doing duwn in Galilee ?”
¢l am a carpenter, and Nazireth is a
village,” said Joseph cautiously, “The
street on which wmy bench statds is not a
road leading to auy city. Hewirg wood and
sawing plavk lesve me no time to take
part in the disputes of parties,”
“But you are a Jew,” said the Rabbi
earnestly, “You are a Jew, and of the
line of David, It is not poesible you cin
find pleasure in the payment of any tax
«xcept the shekel given by arcient custom
té Jehovah,”
Joseph held bis peaca.
“] do wot complain,” his friend cor-

depaiius is a trifle, Oh no! The im
Eoeition of the tax is the offence. And,
esides, what is paying it but submission

in the midet of his f l'ow-=a.”

the Messiah,” Joseph replied.

and the veil was returued to its place.
The politician forgot his suhject.

speaking lower,

peated,

repute”—

well.”

her next of kin, She 18 now my wife,”
counted.”

is His |”

more fierce.”

prietor has a bald head, a long fice, and

a nove like the beak of & hawk. JOSEPH AND MARY.

queutly pigeons; an

buyers, rcceiving | upon a carpet spread upon the duet; the | The readir is now besought to rc'um

after which ho leaned upon b staff again,
er hour the part

The de.ceut into the
nom was quite broken,
and there with stroggling
Carefully, tenderly, the
N:zarene walkel by 'he woman's side,
The man stood by ibe auimal’s head, | leading strap 1n hau
holding & leading strap, and leaning upon
s stick which ssemed to have been chosen
for the duuble pnrgon of gead and staff.
Hie dress was 1 ke t
Jews around him, except that it had an
sppearsnce of rewn'ss. The mantle
droppivg from his head, and the robe or
frock which clothed his person from neck
to heel, were probably the garments he
was accustomed to wear to the synsgogue
on Sabbath days.  His featurcs were ¢x-
posed, and they told of fifty years of life,
a surmise co.firmed by the grey that
streaked bis otherwise black beard, He
looked around him with the half curious,
balf-vacant stare of & stianger and prov-
incial

valiey of Hiu
gariishcd here
wild oliwe-trees,

h a.d esst rouud
the city wall, aud on
the steep prowinences which
estern boundary of the valley.
e Lower Pool of

reaching to th
Mouut Z'on 1.8
their 1ight

Slowly they pas-ed th
Gihon out of which the sun wais
ening shudow of the royal
hey proceedcd, keeping
parallel with the aqueduct fro
of Solomon, until near ths
country-house on what is now called the
Hill of Evil C.unsel; there they begau to
ascend to the plain of R phaim, The sun
streamed garishly over the etovy race of
the famous locality, and under ite i1 flu-
ence Mary, the davghter of Joachim,
e wimple entirely, and bared
Joseph told the story of the
Philistines surprised in their camp there
He was tedious in the narra
tive, epeaking with the solemn counten-
ance and lifeless manuer of a dull waa.
She did not alweye b ar him,

Wherever on the lJand men go, and on
the ses ships, the face and figure of the
Jew are familiar, The physical type of
the race has always been the same; yet
there have been some individual varia-
tions, “Now he was ruddy, and withal
of a beautiful ¢ untenance, and goodly to
Such was the son of Jesse
when broughi before Samuel.
fancies of men have becn ever sizce ruled
by tte descripticn I
extended the peculiarities of the ancestor
to his notable descendants.
ideal Solomons tave fair faces, and hair
and beard chestnut in the shade, and of
the tint of gold in the sun,
also made believe, were the locks of Abia-
lom the beloved. And, in the absence of
authentic history, tradition has dealt no
less lovingly by her whom we are now
following down to the native city of the

diiving the less

Poetic licence has

She was not more than fifteen,
form, veice, and maunner belonged to the
period of transition from girlhood, Her
face was perfectly ovel, her complexion
more pale than fair. The nose was fault-
lese; the lips, slightiy
ripe, giving to the
warmth, tenderness, ard trust; the eyes
were blue and large, and sbaled by droop-
ing lids and long laskes; and, in harmony
with all, a flood of golden hair, in the
sty le permitted to Jewish brides, fell un-
covfined down her back to the pillion on
The throat ard neck kal
the downy softness sometimes seen which
leaves the ariist in doubt whether it is an
effcct of comtour or colour.
ctarms of feature and person were added
others more irdefinable—an air of purity
which only the soul can import, and of
abstraction natural to tuch as think much
of things impa'pable,
Jing ligs, she raiced her ¢yzs to heaven, it-
self not more deeply blue; often che
crossed her hauds upon her breast, as in
adoration and prayer; often she raised her
head like one listeniog eagerly for a c:ll
Now and then, midst his:Lhw
utterances, Joseph turncd to look at her,
and, catching the expression kiadling Fec
face as with light, forgot his theme, and
with bowed head, wondering, plodded on
So they skirted the great plain, and at
lepgth reached the elevation Mar Elias;
from which, across a valley, they behe!d
Betblehem, the old, old House of Bread
i's white wealls crowning a ridge, au
shiving above the brown scumbling of
leafless orcha:ds, They pausd there, and
rested, while Joseph potnted out the

arted, were full and
ines of the mouth

Often, with tremb-

cauce of this multitude !

went dowa into the valley to the well
which was the ssene of one of the mar-
vellous exploits of David’s strong mer.
The narrow space wa: crowdeds with
people and animals. A fear came up.n
Joseph—a fear lest, if the town were 80
thronged, there might not be house 10om
for the gentle Mary, Without delay, he
ast the pillaf of stone mark-
of Rachel, up the gardened
slope, ealutiog none of the mary persons
he met on the way, uutil he stopped
before the portal of the kbaa that then
ttood out-de the village gates, near a
janction of roads.

tinued, “of the amouunt of the tax—a

to tyrapny 1 Tell me, is it true that
Judas claims to be the Messiah? You live
CHAPTER 1X.

AT BETHLEHEM,

To understand thorougly what happened
to the Nszarcne at the khau, the reader
must be reminded that Eistern inns were
different from the inns of the Western
world, They were called khane, from the
Pertian, and, in simplest form, were fin.
ced enclosures, without house or shed,
often without a gate or entrance.
sites were chosen with reference to shade,
Such were the inns
that sheltered Ja:ob when he weat to seck
a wife in Padan-Aram,
be seen at this day in the stopping-places
QOa the other hand, some
of them, especially those on the rcads
between great cities, like Jerusalem and
Alexandiia, were princely establishments,
monuments to the piety of the kings who
In ordinary, however, they
were no more than the house or possession
of a sheik, in which, as in headquarters, he
Lodging the traveller
was the least of their uses; they were
markets, factories, forts; places of assembl-
age and residence for merchants and
artisans quite as much as places of shelter
for belated aud wandering wayfarers,
Within their walls, all the year round,
occurred the multiplied daily transactioas

«] have heard his followers say he wes

At this point the wimple was drawn
aside, and for an instant the whole face
of the woman was exposed. The eyes of
the Rabbi wardered that way, and he bad
time to cee a cuuntenaace of rare beauty,
kindled by s look of intense interest; then
a Llush overspread ber cheeks ard brow,

4 2 i deferce, or water.
“Your daughter is comely,” he said,

Their like my,
“She 1s not my daughter,” Joseph re. 4

The curiosity of the Rabbi was aroused;
geeirg which, the Nazarene hastened to
gay further, “She ie the child of Juachim
aud Anna of Bethlehem, of whom you
have at least heard; for they were of great

“Yes,” remarked the Rabbi deferen-
tially, “I knew them. They were lineally swayed his tribe,
descended from David, I knew them

“Well, they are dead now,” the Naza-
rene proceeded, *They diedin Nazareth.
Juachim was not rich, yet he left a house
and garden to be divided between his
daugbtcrs Marian and Mary. This i2 one
of them; and to save her portion of the
property, the law required her to marry The singular management of these
hostelries was a feature likely to strike a
Western mind with most force.
was no host or hostess; no clerk, couk,

“Yes,yer ! And as you were both born
in Bethlehem, the Roman compels you to
take her there with you to be also
was all the aesertion of government or
proptietorship any where visible. Strangers
arriving stayed at will without rendering
A coneequence of the system
was that whcever came had to bring his
food and culinary outfit with him, or buy
thom of dealers in the khan,
rule held good as to his bed and bedding,
and forage for his beasts,
shelter, and protection were all he loo ked
roprietor, and they were
ke peace of aynagogues

The Rabbi clasped his hands, and locked
indignantly to heaven, exclaiming, “The
God of Iexael still lives! The vergeance

With that he turned and abruptly
departed. A stranger near by, observing
Joseph’s amezement, said quietly, *“Rabbi
Samuel is a zealot. Judas himself is not

Joseph, not wishiog to talk with the
man, sppeared not to hear, and busied

grass Whick the donkey had toesed abroad; !

himeelf gathering in & little heap the [ was sometimes broken by brawling dis-
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bouses and »ll their appurtenances were
sacred: a well was not more so.

The kbhan at Bethlehem, before which
Joseph and his wife stopped, was a good
specimen of ita clasy, being Leither ver
}rimitive nor very princ:ly, Tne build.
ing vas purely Osient2l; that is to say, &
quadrangular block of rough stones, one
storey high, flat-roofed, externally un-
broken by & window, and with but
one principal entiance—a doorway,
which was also a gateway, on the
eastern side, or front, The road
ran by tke door eo0 near that
the chalk dust half covered the liatel,
A feuce of flat rocks, beginning at the
north eastern corner of the pi'e, extended
many yards down the slope to a point
from whence it swe,t westwardly to a
linestone bluff; making, what was in the
bighest degree eiseutial to a respectable
khan—a safe enclosure for anima's,

In s village like Bethlehem, as there
was but one sheik, there could not well be
more than one khan; and, though born in
the plece, the Nazarene, from long resid.
ence ¢lcewhere, bad o claim to hospital.
ity in the town, Moreover, the enumer-
ation for which he was coming might be
the work of weeks or months; Roman
deputies in the provinces Were proverbi-
ally slow; aud to impose himself and wife
for a perivd so uncertain upon ecquaint-
ances or relations was out of

8o, before he drew n'gh the great house,
while he was yet climbing the elope, in
the eteep places toiling to hasgen the don-
key, the fear that he might not find ac-
commodations in the kban became a pain.
ful anxiety; for he found the road
thronged with men and boys who, with
great ado, were taking thsir cattle, horses,
and ¢ mels to and from the valley, some
to water, some to the neighbouring caves,
And when he was cloze by, his alarm was
not allayed by the discovery of a crowd
investing the door of the establishment,
while the enclosure adjrining, broad as it
was, seemed already full,

the question,

“We cannot reach the door,” Joseph

said in his clow way, “Let us stop here,
and leamn, if we can, what has happened.”’

The wife, without answering, quietly

drew the wimple aside, The look of
fatigue at first upon her face chavged to
ore of interest. She found herse!f at the
edge of an assemblage that could not be
other than a ma'ter of curiosity to her,
although it was common enough at the
kbans on any of the highways which the
great caravans were accustomed to tra-
verse, There were m:n on foot, ruaning
hither and thither, talking ebrilly and in
all the tongues of Syris; men cn horse.
back screaming to men on camels; men
struggling doubtfully with fractious cows
and frightened sheep; men peddling with
bread and wire; and among the maes &
herd of boys apparently in chase of a herd
of dogs. Everybody and everything
seemed to be in motion at the same time,
Poseibly the fair spectator was too weary
to be long attracted by the scene; in &
little while she sighed, and settled down
on the piliion, and, as if in search of
peace aud rest, or in expectation of some
one, locked off to the south, and up to the
tall cliffs of the Mount of Paradise, then
faintly rcddening wnder the setting sun,

Whiie she was thus looking, a man

puthed his way out of the press, and,
stoppirg close by the donkey, faced about
wi'h an angry brow, The N:.zarene
sp-ke to him,

“As I am what [ take you to be, good

friend—a son of Jodak—may I a:k the

1"

The stranger turned fiercely; but, see-

ing the solemn countenauce of Joeeph, so
in keepiog with his deep, slow voice and
speech, he raiscd his baud in half-saluta:
tion, aud replicd :

“Peace be tu you, Ribbi! I ama son

of Judah, and will answer you. 1 dwell

in Beth Dagon, which, you konow, is in

gbat”‘\md to be the lund of the tribe of
an,

“On the road to Joppa from Modin,”

eaid Jusaph,

“Ab, you have been in Beth-Dagon,”

the man eaid, bis face ecfreniog yet more.
“What wanderers we of Judah are! I
have been away from the ridge—old
E phrath, as our father Jacob called it—for
many years, When the proclamation
went abroad requiring all Hebrews to be
numbered at the cities of their birth—
That is my business bere, Rabbi.”

Joseph's face remained stolid as a mask,

while he remarked, “I have come for that
also—I and my wife.”

The stranger glanced at Mary and kept
siler.cy She was looking up at the bald
top of Gedor, The sua touched her up-
turned face, and filled the violet depths

of her eye:; and upon her pasted lips

trembled an aspiration which could not
have been to a mortal, For the momen!

all the humanity of her beauty seem

refined away : the was as we fancy they
are who &it close by the gate in the trans.
figuring light ,of Heaven. The Beth.
Dagonite saw the original of what, cen-
turies after, came as a vision of genius to
Sarzio the divine, and lefe him immortal,

“Of what was I speaking? Ah! I re-
member. I wasabout to say that when I
heard of the order to ¢ me here, I was
angry. Then I thought of the old hill, and
the town, and the valley falling away into
the depths of C:dron; of the vinesand orch-
ards, aud fields of "grain, unfailing since
the daye of Boez and Ruth; of the familiar
mountains—Gedor here, Gibeah yonder,
Mar Elias there—which, when lywu.s 8
boy, were the walle of the world to me;
and I forgave the tyrants and came—I,
and Rachel my wife, and Deborah and
Michal, our roses of Sharon.”

The man paused again, looking abruptly
at Mary, who was now looking at him
and listen'ng.  Then he said, “Rabbi, will
not your wife go to mine! You may see
her youder with children, under the lean-
ing “olive tree at tha bend of the road,
I tell you”—he turned to Joseph and
spoke positively—“I tell you the khan is
full, It is useless to ask at the gate.”

TO BE CONTINUED,

“That dire dlscace whose ruthless power
Withers Beauty’s translent flower,”’

is often found lurking around the citadel
of Life, in the disguise of a cold, like an
unauspected enemy in camp, For colds
or coughs, weak or sore lunfn, sore throat,
bronchitis, asthma, and all diseases that
lead to consumption, ard for consumption
iteelf, take Dr. Pierce's “Golden Medical
Discovery.”

FrEEMAN’Ss WorM PowDERS are safe In

putants, but that of the kbans never. The

all cases, They dentro{ snd r:move
Worms in children or adults,

R pT——
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MR. J. MOBLEY, M, P., ON THE
URGENCY OF HOME RULE AND
THE TORY TACTICS.

Dub!in Freema .’s Journal,
L2eds, Nov. 3.

This eveninga great meeting was held
in the Coliseum, Cookridge street, to
which not only the delegate who attended
the meeling of the National Liberal
Federation but a great body of the public
were admitted, The proceedings com
menced at half past seven o’clock, but
when the doors were opened at half past
six the people poured in s0 eagerly that
in a few minutes all the available space
was crammed, and the crowds who still

reseed round the doors had to be
diverted to an overflow meeting arranged
for at the neighboring Victoria Hall,
Between four and five thousand persons
were present in the Coliseum,

The earlier part of the proceedings
was greatly interrupted by the en.
deavors of the multitude outside to force
themselves into the already overcrowded

L,

Mr, J. Morley, M. P., on rising to open
the proceedings was received with loud
cheering and ‘ Kentish fire,” He said—
Ladies and gentlemen, this is, I think,
the third time on which I have had the
honor of addreesing a great audience in
Leede, The first time was in connec-
tion with the Leeds Conference three
years ago, and we know that that great
gathering preceded the carrying of a great
and immense reform, The second occa:
sion, gentlemen, was the greatest public
assembly that I have ever seen in York
shire—that great gathering on Wood
house Moor (cheers) Now, on the first
occasion (interruption, caused by the
overcrowded state of the hall)—on the
first occaeion, gentlemen, we won our
battle (hear,hear). On thesecond occa-
sion, which was the occasion of the ques
tion whether the Lords or the Commons
should decide the recounstitution of the
Commons, on that, too, as on the first
questior, we won (hear, hear) Well,
now, to-day we have begun a third great
controversy and

A THIRD GREAT BATTLE,
and go far the omens are as favorable in
this case as they were in either of the two
cases 10 which I have already referred,
We have bad tkis afternoon, gentlemen,
what 1 do not hesitate to pronounce as
successful a gatherivg of represeutative
Liberals as it was possible to have (cheerr)
It fs impoesible to deny that these gentle-

« men who met together to day in the

Albert Hall repreeent the will, the inten-
tion, and the convictiun of the Liberal

arty throughout the country (cheere)

hough not a very “old Parliamentary
hand,” I bave had some experience (re-
newed interruption). Well, gentlemen,
I eee that it has been said that the Feder-
ation has met in Leeds to day, aud that
we have come here to day in order to go
through the prooess of “climbing down”
(laughter). All I can say is that if I was
obliged to go through the rather delicate
performance L-eds is the very last place
in the whole world I would choose to go
through it (chee s and renewed in'eirup-
tion from one part of the hall, which was
densely crowded )

Mr. Morley was unable to continue his
speech aud had to sit diwn for a few
minutes, After scme delay in clearing
the doorway ovder was sgain restored,

Mr. Morley continued—Well, gentle-
men, 1 was saying that we have had to
day a gatheriog which for its numbers,
for its representative character, for the
importance and weight of many of those
who have attended it, is a gathering
which [ think is full of good omen for
the future of our cause and our party
(cheere). Gentlemen, they declare that
the Liberal Party is destroyed by its di
visions, Nothing has happened to day to
give the least color of any hope or ap-

rehension, as the cace may be, of the
Eind. 1 see it stated that the Federa-
tion will, no doubt, prove an unruly mon.
ster—that it will break out of hand, and
develop all sorts of monstrous and intol-
erable articles of a political programme,

I am very glad to assure you, it you
needed the assurance, that nothing of
that kind has taken place, but that the
Federation has shown itself, what the
Liberal Party is going fo show itself
—reasonable,  prudent, moderate,
sober, although very, very frank
and very resolute (cheers), Of
course, you know that in the
preeert atate of our party we must have
regard to many prudential coneiderations,
which in bappier times we perhaps would
not take into account, and the Federation
has shown itself perfectly reasonatle. The
resolutions that have been passcd have
introduced no single ne v article into the
programme as it was accepted in May list
at the Westmnster Palace Hotel, Instead
of bringing forward, as our enemies hoped
and prayed—instead of bringing forward
chimerical echemes, we stand, so far as the
reforms of the future go, we stand exactly
where we did a year ago when we met in
Leeds (cheers), There is one article,
gentlemen, added since last year, and it is
this—it is henceforth an article in the
programme, aud the first article in the
programme of the Liberal Party, that
there must be now a serious attempt to
carry on the effort that was begun by Mc.
Gladstone (cheers), to effect
A DURABLE SETTLEMENT OF THE IRISH
QUESTION,
We added to it, gentlemen, the expression
of the conviction of the delegates who
came to that most important gathering
that such a settlement, to be durable, must
meet the wishes and the voice of the Irish
electors, as expressed by their represcnta-
tives in the House of Commons Scheers),
and we gave expression to a thir article
viz., that the only settlement that will
comply with this condition is the creation
of a legiclative body for mansging such
affairs as Parliament shall determine to
be distinctively, peculiarly, and exclu-
sively Irish affaire (chcers). Gentlemen,
1 gather that that articlein our programme
and the placing of that article first in our
rogramme meets with your approval
fcheen); and I am perfectly sure that the
resolution that we passed this afternoon
before that is one which no less will com-
mand yourapproval. Gentlemen, Teome-
times think that we are in for a long day
of degraded politica (hear hear). Wehave
bad such periods in our history before,
and we may be on the eve of one now,
By degraded politics I mean that state of
things in which generous controveisy
about policy and about principles gives

-



