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CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN

A CHRISTMAS GREETING

A merry Christmas morning
To each aud every one !

The xose hae kissed the dawning
And the gold is in the sun.

And may the Christmas splendor
A joyous greeting bear,

Of love that's true and tender
And faith that'e sweet and fair !

LITTLE HAND TO HOLD

Just a little band to hold, and life
sets laughter free ;

Juet a little band to hold, and that's
euough for me.

A little hand that truste and clinge,

And a child that follows you

Amid the sweet of the Christmes
street,

With the magio toys in view,

Just a little hand to hold, and that
makes all things right ;

The world ie just a sunny place, a
world of love and light.

A little hand, and all is well,

And the Chrietmas world i full of
cheer

Is brought by the little haud you
hold

So intimate and near.

Just a little hand to hold, end you
shall find the way

Through shadows and through toil
and stress to laughter and to
play.

A little band, and skies shall ghine,

And paths beneath your feet

Glow with the glory that's divine

In the heart of Christmas Streef.

FoLeEr McKINSEY

THE TRUE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS

Are you willing to forget what yon
have done for other people and
remember what other people have
done for you; to ignore what the
world owes you, and to think what
you owe the world; to put yonr
rights in the background, and your
duties in the middle distance, and |
your chances to do a little more than |
your duty in the foreground ; to see |
that your fellow-men are just as real |
a8 you are, and try to loock behind
their foces to their hearts, hungry |
for joy; to own that probably the |

only gocd reason for your existence |
is not what you are going to get out 1
of lite, bu! what you are going to‘
give life ; to close your book of com-
plaints against the universe and look |
around for a pleca where you can |
sow & few eeede of happiness—are
vou willing to do these ‘things even
for a day? Then you can keep
Christmae.

Are you williog to stoop down and
consider the needs and the desires of
little children ; to remember the |
wenkness and loneliness of people |
who are growing old ; to stop asking |
whether your friends love you, and |
ask yourself whether you love them
enuugh to bear in mind the things |
that other people have to bear on
their hearts ; try to understand |
that those who live in fhe same house |
with you really want, without wait. |
ing for them to tell you;fo trim your |
lu.np" ythat it will give more light and
lezs smoke, and to carry it.in fropt |
80 tun: yoar shadow will fall behind
you ; to make a grave for your ugly
thovghts and & garden for your
kindly teslinge, with the gate open—
are you willing' to do these things |
ever raday? Then you can keep |
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Likewise, it is qui ible that a
men has no sense for the epiritual ‘
values containad in religion. As u
matter of fact, God's revelation with ‘
its mysteries is altogetiber beyond |
the powers of unaided hn-n;m nature. |
We find it therefore quiie natural |
that a man who 8 no help from |
God in prayer, who is satisfled with |
himgelt and does not long for divine |
ililumination inspiration, is |
uttecly blind and deat aud dumb in |
matters of religion. It could™noi be |
otherwise. Religion 'is a8 much
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| cradle of the Babe of
| that firet Christraas morn:

| carpst o’er hillside and valley,

| our mind to uneelfish thoughts,
| our heart with generous emotions,
| and moves us to actions of pity

| who in the

| begotten Son, that whosocever believ-

| with
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| Downstairs — an’

ually defective, a born idiot in regard
to matters of religion,

Is Christmasg to'become something
to him, he must begin with humble
acknowledgment of his own nothing-
ness ; he must seek and search and
pray for the light he is lacking ; he |
must combat his vices which obstruoct i
the light, for “the carnal man eannot
perceive the thinge that are of God,
because they are wspiritually dis-
cerned.” In proportion as he makes
religious practice the great effort of
hig lite, in the same proportion will |
the sonles fall from his eyes and the
facte and trutha of religion com
merce to stand out as things sub-
stantial before his astonished eoul. |

| In religion one must begin with |

deeds to end in faith,

And, vice veren, where deeds are
beginning to vanish in the paralyeis
of indifferencg religlous light will
begin to declin® until complete dark-
ness settles upon the soul. When
the dynamo stope the electric lighte
go out ; or if there are storage bat
teries their contents will goon be
coneumed unless they are replen-
ished by the running dynamo. Thus,
indeed, faith is not eelipsed at once
by the failure of practice, hecause
light is stored up in the soul from
past fervor. But unless practice is
resumed the eclipee of faith becomes
inevitable.—S$, in The Guardian.

CHRISTMAS

There is no day in all the year
which brings such joy as Christmas.
It stande out conspicuously above all
the feaste of the year. It ie the
birthday of the God-man and the
great feast of Christianity. It recalls
to our minde the great religious
truthe which for twenty centuries |
have given the inspiration and gener-
oeity to youth, the courage and gon-
stancy to manhood, and the comfort
and consclation to declining years.
Christmas commemorates, not only |
the coming of the world’'s Redeemer
and the beginning of a new religion,
but the birth of a new epirit, which, |
in spite of many hindrances, is to |
tranpsform the world. This L‘hrish-!
mae spirit is expreesed in the anthem |
which the aogels sang around the |
Bethlehem on |
Glory to
and on earth |

God in the highest,

| peace to men of good will.”

|
The Christmas season might l:mt‘v |
be called the springtime of the soul.
Jugt as springtime sprend its verdant {
while |
every tree and shrub ie covered with
| leaves and flowers, filling the air with

| eweet perfume and giving evidence of |

awakeved life ; g0 Christmns arouses |

fills |

and
kindnese, bringiog out all that is
best and noblest and giving assurance
| of enkindled spiritual life-~ Strange
indeed and to be pitied is the man
midst of this Christmas
atmosphere does not feel the impact
of tha epiritual forces that surge about
bim, reminding him that: " God so
loved the world, as to give His only

eth in Him, may not perish, but may
have everlasting life.

The Chrietmas spirit, which Christ
brought to a selflsh world, is the love
of God above all things for His own
sake, and the lovs of our neighbo:
ourself for the love of God.

Man's most characteristic trai
gelflshness, and the little babe on a
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DNAPED BY SANTA CLAUS
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Christmas Eve, this boyleton

‘At he was sound asleep,

An' when he knowed the re
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He run againgt him—smack !

Old Sonts, yessir—'n quick
wink

That boy 'uz in his pack,
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An' ever since that boy has been

With Snnta, fer just that one sin,

| Through miles of ice an' snow ;

| Claus,

| the world

| Century.
| & pilgrimage to Egypt and Palestine |
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An' you bet I ain’t goona take
No chanct like that—not quite !
You'll find 'af I won't be awake
When Santa comes tonight.

=—Goopror H, THomas

THERE (8 A SANTA CLAUS

The following beautiful reply of
Charles A, Dana, late editor of the
New York Sun, to little Virginia
O'Hanlon who ingquired concerning
the truth about Santa Clave has be-
come a classio of American litera-
ture :

Yes, Virginie, there is a Santa
He existe as certainly as love
| and generosity and devotion exist,
| and you know that they abound and
give to your life ite highest beauty
and joy, Alae, how dreary would be
it there were no Santa
Olaus! It would be as dreary s if
there were no Virginias., There
would be no childlike faith theno, no
poetry, no romance, to make tolerable
thie existence. We should have no
enjoyment except in sense and sight.
The eternal light with which child
hood fills the world would be extin-
guished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You
might as well not believe in fairies !
You might get your paper to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on
Christmns eve to catoh Santa Claus,
but even if they did not see Santa
Claus coming down what would that
prove ? Nobody sees Santa Claus,
but that is no sign that there is no
Santa Claus. The most real things
in the world are those that neither
ghildren nor men can see. Did you
ever see fairies danciog on the lawn ?
Of couree not, but that's no proof
that they are not there. Nobodycan
conceive or imagine all the wonders
there are unseen ond unseeable in
the world.

You may tear apart the baby's

| rattle and see what makes the noise |
| ingide, but there is a veil

covering
the unseen world which not the
gtrongest man nor even the united
| strength of all the strongest men that |
ever lived can lift.—The Gaardian,

THE FIRST SANTA CLAUS

On Friday, December 6, the Church

celebrates the
wonder-worker of the Greek Chureb
Saint Nicholas, Bishop cof
Owing to many legends which con
nect him with the secret givio
of gitte, the custom arose of making
him the secret purveyor of gifts to
children on his fenet day and
| many countries has
with the popular Santa Claus who
| distributes gifts to children on
Chrisimas Eve.

Fhe name of Nicholas has been
honored in the Church at Roms for a
thousand years. He wae born at
Parara, a city of Liycia in Asia Minor
about the beginning of the Fourth
In Bis youth he made

and shortly afige his return he be
Bishop of Myra. During the
Dioclegsian he was
into prison but was releassed
the accession of Conetantins
according to tradition was
present at the Council of Nicas, which
proclaimed the dogma that the Word
consubstantial with the Father
Though his name is not ment
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Nicholas to be walting at the church
door ; they took him, and to the in.

credible delight of all, made him the |

Bishop of Myra. During his epis

copate he never flagged in the virtues |
<hastity, |

looked for in a Bishop,
which indeed he bad always pre-
gerved, gravity, neeiduity in prayer,
watchinge, abetinence, generosity
and hospitality, meekness in exhorta
tions, severity in reproving.

He befriended widows and orphans

by money, by advice, and by every ;
S0 zealous a |

service in his power,
detender was he of all who suffered
oppression, that, on one occasion,
three tribunes having been con
demned by the Emperor Constantine,

who had been deceived by calumny, |
and haviog heard of the miracles |

wrought by Nicholas, they recom-

| mended themeelves to his prayers,

though he was living at a great
distance from that place ; the eaint
appeated to Constantine, and looking
angrily upon him, obtained from the
terriled Emperor their deliverance.
Having, contrary to
Diocletian and Maximilian, preached
| in Myra the truth of the Christian
| faith, he was taken up by the serv-
ants of the two Empetore. He was
taken off to a great distance and
into prison, where he re.
mained until Constantine, having be
come Emperor ordered his releace,
and the geaint returned to Myra.

| Shortly afterwards he repaired to the

Myra. |
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Council wihich was being held at
there he took part with the
three hundred and eighteen fathers
in condemning the Arian heresy.
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8ee than
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to meet him, he began the psalm :
"In Thee, O Lord, I bave hoped;”
and baving come to those words
“Into Thy hands I commend my
spirit,” hie soul took its {1:ght to the
heavenly couniry. His body, having
sn translated to Bari in Apulia, ie
the object of universal veneration.
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religion. Thia is a great misfortune.
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" True, & Catholic can be a good
Catholic and yet be quite unlearned.
| The poor and the workers are not
| expected to sib over booke or to go to

school again., Yet it must not be
forgotten that in these days even the
| unlearned read. And it they read at
all, they must not neglect to read
about their religion, or else they loge
their hold on their religion. They
must not neglect to attend sermons
and instructione. . . . For all except
genuine working men and women,

much more than this is absolutely i
needed at the present day., They

may learn a good deal hom thu‘
| instructions in church | but they'
must also read, think and study

| They mpst lolluw their faith into xte
details. They mustexp'oretheriches
of their inheritance, They must dig
for treasure, and take pains to gather
the harvests that the Lord bas sown,
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It is a business arrangement which we should not
neglect, and it is a simple matter. If you shoult acci-
dentally be killed without making your will, your estate
might be distributed contrary to your wishes.
sorrow and litigation is often caused by the
make'a will.
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Your wishes will be faithfully carried out and

protected if you appoint this Company your Executor
or arrange for an interview with us.

CAPITAL TRUST
10 Metcalfe Street
OTTAWA

your heirs properly
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CORPORATION

Temple Building
TORONTO

Correspondence

|
Thus only can the religion of Jesus |
Christ take real poseession of the
#ovls which He hss redeemed with
His Precious Blood.” ‘

Catholic Mutual Benefif | |%

Association of Canada |

An exclusively Catholic and Canadian
Fraternal Insurance Company
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