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And that is why the world is such a sad
May the kindly eharity of Xmas
the days and
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place. ace and religic
be ever with us during

months and years to come. perpetuated.

understood and

not be
wrongly
When I was a very little Columba in
Ireland 1 remember the people setting
big “Xmas Candles” in the windows on |
Xwas Kve. The Christ-Child was out
in the dusk, they said, and so they set
up their candles to light His way and
left their doors open for Him to enter
in. 't isonly anoldold tradition that | the poor.
the worldly wise may langh at, but yet He did not say that the poverty
I doubt if in holy Ireland the Babe of | the vietins or slavish adherence to e
Bethlehem passes by those open doors | pational eustoms is to be considered
without entering in for a little while to | sufficient excuse for ignorapee of I
leave His benediction there. We find | divine will or for brutish orgies or
the same quaint custom observed
Austria. Another thing they tell you | precepts.
in Ireland 1s that if you Jook in the | On the contrary {1e has shown that
glass on NXmas Kve you will see the
devil or Judas Iscariot looking over
your shoulder. So you may be sure our
little Irish maids restrain the ir vanity
for that once anyway, though when
people are as pretty as our Irish | siek, raised their
maidens it is hard to blame them for | His Chureh
admiring themselves. | always with.”

edification to all.

Our Lord Himself said * Woe to h

from whom scandal cometh.”

dal given by the rich and that shown

environment that tr
and secandalous.
preached His gos

yield to evil
must be sinful
blessed the poor,

dead and

|  The whole history of the Chu

There are many other be autiful old | shows plainly that in spit of temy

legend woted with Xmas The | tions and of alleged pnational custc
e T N Pavvet "+ | the highest quality of virtue and sanc- | .. q

tradition that Judas is pe rmitted to
visit the earth on Xwas night doubtless
inspired Kipling's lines

tity has always been

among the poor.
| itself sufficient condemnation of t}
who wish to justify
| customs by the bold assertion that §
allied

“Phen said the soul of Judas that be-
trayed Him,

Lord hast Thou forgott
with me.

How once a year I go

To eool me on the floe ;

on Thy covenant | erty and vice are necessarily
: | that the one excuses the other.

Therefore, in response to the qu

| made in the beginning of this artiel

Discreditable national customs should
Nationalism
scandalously
applied should be supplanted by Catho-
licity right!y known and practiced with

He did

not make any distinetion between scan-

in | the rejection of His commandments and

to them, lived among them, healed their
reminds
that * the poor you have

found chic
This one fact is of

their evil lives or

would be all spent.
Unele Jue lived in a little room o

Here, surrounded by his books an
papers, he spent a quiet, lonely life, ur
disturbed save by

im A .
see if there were anything she could d

for the old man, To talk to him, an

the top floor of a large tene ment house,

little Milly, his ten

¢ g ¢t the floc N "

This is plain talk, but it is necessary. year old neighbor of the floor below,
who stole up-tairs nearly every day to A ik

of uninvited but welcome guests left for | Apd she was spent with the wren

he spent such a lonely day,
little friends had saved their
and some even put
money. to give a " merry {
to dear Uncle Joe.
Don't you think they

You would feel sure of it if you saw the
old man's face when that little invasior

n
d ristmas
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paper, auvXious to write his (

he and her
penuies
in their Christmas

succeeded ?
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He took up his peneil and |
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by | once in a while, to hear some of his il -+
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lis | ment and pleasure '(ho little girl almost 1' g pe the story of a° Mer arist-
for | forgot ber usual visit to Uncle Joe. It ol o -

was nearly 8 o'clock when she knocked

timidly at his door to ask him if he “ There are many things from which I

might have derived good by which 1

peeded anything.

it A "
2 w Qome in, honey,” he called, feebl

i .cessary that the poor shounld so ;
is 10D NEOERALY ~© ¥ “ I've been looking out for you all day.

ey
He

pel rheumatism is getting worse and worse

“ That's too bad, Uncle Joe. T su
pose it is the weather.
shades, and your room will be mo

cosy.”
rch She set about like a little woman
tas | gtraighten up The old m
mS | Jooked on from his seat at the windc
chatted with her as she mov
about.

“Had you a nice party to day, Milly

“ Yes, Uncle Joe ; all my aunts a
unecles and lots of little cousins we

things.
q

fly

Jose

)OV- | over with us for lunch and dinner. We
s and then we had games and

and | pad a turk

singing and—oh, a real good time, I
18TV | gyou go any place, Unele Joe 2"
e it | © « Np, child ; [ am getting too old

| go anywhere.
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| I had no turkey

| thinking. It was a happy thought

| was thioking, too, for when she turned it
| over in her mind a few times she clapped
her hands with joy and jumped around

~ the room in glee until Uncle Joe thou
| ghe would surely break every bit
| furniture in the place.

« What is it all about, Milly, Chi
What's taken possession of you? H
you lost your senses ; i

|~ On,no,no! I've just gota plan in
| my head and it must be kept a secret, |
| can't even tell you, Uncle Joe,and you'd
| pever be able to guess. Gord-night,
luww, and don't forget to turn off the
| Y%

gas.

day for four weeks Uncle Joe trie

get, Milly's secret from her, but

| brave little heart refused to divalg
‘ Ohristmas diy arrived with the
fall of snow of the year. From his
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I'm feeling lonely, somehow, and my

['1]l shake up the
fire and light the gas aund pull down the | be apart

The grocer's boy brought
| me my dinner and 1 ate it here all alune.

Milly ntomu'«l in her work., She was

The next day and the next, and every

y. | have not profited, [ dare say,

among the rest. But I am sure I hav
always thought of Christmas-time, whe
. | it has come around—apart from the ver
p- eration doe to its saered ame  at

origin, if anything belonging to 1t ca

from that—as a 1 time ;

Ch@stmas

a

re | kind, forgiving, writable, pleasant

time ; the only time I know of in the
to | long calendar of the year, when men and
w0 | women seem, hy one consent, to open

w | their shut-up hearts freely, and to thin
ed | of people helow them as if
ars to the grave and n
creatures bound
And therefore, t
serap of gold or

really
wnother
pd | other journeys.
sre | it has never put a

passe

race of

good, and will do me good and I s
)id | God bless it."—Dickens.
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be expected to feel an appetite for the
Agnes

nis pane
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d feet,
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And gave him shoes for his brais

The beggar and there
crone,

Her face with wrinkles of sorrow sown,

A bundle of fagots b ywed her nack
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As she took her way on the weary road.

the word | Then to his door eame a little child,

Lost and afraid in the world so wild,

In the big, dark world, Catching it up,
| 1o gave it the milk in the waiting cup,
And led it home to its8 mother’s arms,
Out of the reach of the world's alarms

The day went down in the erimson west

And with it the hope of the blessed |
Gnest

And Conrad sighed as the world turned
gray

“\Why is it, Lord, that Your feet delay ?

Did Yo ot that this was the day ?
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PRAYERS FOR PRIE

Madame Cecilia in her recent work
entitled * More Short Spiritual Read
ings for Mary's Children," makes some
remarks which are very appropriate for

“pAY NEW CENTURY WASHER SUAN DO
CET DE DIRT OUT."—Aunt Salina.
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of bult iy correct & d 1T wiliex ry particle of Sirt
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! the present Ember week :

As the Ember Days come round, the
Church prescribes spe cial supplications
| to be offered that God may give gt d
Chureh, . . The

priests to the
gingled out

« Prince of Pastors” has
to whom He has especially con
of the spiritual in
The Bishops
the Catholie Chureh aie

some
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terests of

charge
their fellows,

and priests of
called to be * fishers of men,”
lives are

consecrated to this

* How beautiful vpon

whole
sacred ministry.
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of him that

bringeth good tidings, aud that preach
eth peace, i him that showed forth gooa
that preacheth salvation. But, if the
work of & wpiritual pastor is glorious, it
is alvo difficult and disheartenit How
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that nigger
right to
thought much of him since.”

s

There is alesson in the above inei-
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| given, perhaps, to the kind of
sives couraze in time of trouble,

and stimulates to noble actions.
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The Remedy Is in the
Circle Waterpan

oF TNR

«Good Cheer”
Furnace

This encircles the Furnace
h water as the make

4
¥

it is big—commodious
b shift pan in t
Furnace—1t is placed just at the proper posit to cat

to the

s several times as mu
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alr—to give It extra molisture before it get
thus the alr supplied to the rooms is al/mast as humid as th itside
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The ' od Cheer'' Circle Waterpan Furnace saves Doctors' bills
as well as coa s

For full particulars of the splen {id Furnace write 5
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