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The Farmer's Advocate
AND HOME MAGAZINE.

TEN LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL IN

THE DOMINION.

- PUBLISHED WERKLY BY
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED).

JOHN WELD,” MANAGRR.

B

Agmts for “The Farmer's Advocate and Home
Winnipeg, Man.

Journal,”

L, THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME - MAGAZINE
T W petlishel every Thursday.

~«! It de impactial and independent of all :cligues and parties,
# handsomely iliustrated with original epgravings, amd fur-

‘ mishes the most prasticsl. relisble and profitable inforna-

% tion for .farmers, dairymen, gardemers, . stockmea and

home-makers, of any publication in Canada.

‘A" TYERNS OF SUBSCRIPTION —In Canada, Eagland, Ireland,
3 . Beotland. Newloindland and New Zealand, $1.50 per year,
- in advance; $200 per vear whem mot paid in advance.
“United States, $250 per vear; all other countries 12-.:

‘in -advance.- .

8. ADVERTISING RATRS.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line,
_ agate. Contract rates furmshed on application.

4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until
an " explicit -order -is received for its discontinuance. - All
payments of arrearages must be made as required by law.

lmu'l&&tdantommmmM
watil all arrearages are paid, and their paper
ordered to be discontinued.

8. REMITTANCES should ha made direct to wus, either by
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our
risk. When made otherwise we will not be responsible.

¥. THE DATE on your label shows to what time your
subscription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communsications will receive no attention. In
every case the “Full Name and Post-office Address Must

" be Given.” )
o 'n';nl A° REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent

eterinaty or Legel Encuiries, $1.00 must be enclosed.
8. LETTERS iateaded for publication ghould be written on
oie side of the paper onlv.

#il. CHANGE OF ADDRESS—Subecribers when ordering a
;hnm'dtddmlhould give the old as well as the new

WE INVITE FARNERS to write us on any agricultural
topie. We are glways pleased to receive practical articles.
N-dunnﬂdnvduuenwﬂlmunoenu
-per inch pristed matter. Criticisms of Articies, Suogges-
tions “The Farmer’s Advocate and

Descrivtions of New Grains, Roots or

Vegetables sot gemerally kmown, Particuiars of Experi- °

Methods of Caltivation, are
. Contribations seat us must not
be furnished other pepers uatil after they have appeared
; matter will be - returned on

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
‘THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED),

. LONDON, CANADA,
_—
the land and loosen it up ‘for the germinating
seed. - Maybe the old mower or binder is so bad-
iy the worse of wear that days of time and
bushels of grain are lost in a hopeless endeavor
to. repair its rusty, weakening mechanism. And
.would it not, in many cases, prove wiser to keep
a few of the good breeding stock to yearly make
high returns on the money they represent, and if
meed be buy more than to sell all these, even
‘though prices seem high, and take the money out
of the business, and let someone else have it at
-2 small rate for .other business ? FEven all the
stock the place will carry may not bring it to
the maximum production. Perhaps a little arti-
ficinl fertilizer in some instances could be used to
advantage. Much more could be spent on most
farms to lighten the work of the household, and
make the home more attractive. This latter
would yield the best interest of all. Cheerful
surroundings and contentment in the home can-

not be measured in dollars and cents, and the in-
terest on the investment leading to them is out-
weighed many times over by
sure of living.

the increased plea-

Valuable Advice.

Your paper has proved its worth to me in the
past year, and I advise anyone who wants to
improve his meé¢thods of farming to read it,
they cannot help but

as
useful hints ag
well as the latest news in the agricultural world.

find some

Grey Co., Ont. R. MURDOCK.
A Necessity.
More power to your elbows in providing what
T consider one of the nececsaries of the farmer’s
life
Middlrgex Co Ont w . MI1.1.

THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE. .
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The best way in whioh to preparo the g
bait is to dissolve an ounce of strychnis gl
in a pint of boiling water, to add a pint g
sugar syrup and .stir thoroughly. Thig
should be poured.over hall a bushel of wha
corn, or smaler proportional quantities of'
and syrup may be prepared as needed,
ture of grain. and syrup should be
stand over night.

In using this poisoned bait great care shbult
be taken that it is plgced in such situationsisee"
native birds and poultry cannot readily :
it. An excellent way to arrange it sg*t}
mice will easily find it but birds be exelud ‘
to place it under wide boards supported ‘on ik
pieces of wood. Another plan is to place ‘it
old cans, the mouths of which have hees 8at
ed down so as to leave only a narrow en

In orchards.and nurseries it is a good plan
cut small" twigs from apple branches, dip them
strychnine syrup and scatter them owesr
ground, as in this way there is no d :
poisonihg "anything except mice or hares, = "%t

Young fruit trees -may- be -pretected by
ping their trunks with wood veneer or wi
Tar paper may be used on trees several ‘old
but not on very young trees. since it:appeatsili
injure them, Mr. Lantz, of the U. S. B oAl
Riological Survey, réports that lime-sulphuf
applied to the lower part of the trunk protests
them from the attacks of mice. This w !
made up of twenty pounds of unslaked lime
teen pounds of fowers of sulphur and wateh
make forty-five gallons. It should be boiled |
an iron kettle for an hour and applied
warm. ! &
When trees are girdled portions of the inner
bark (eambium) are often left. If the sus
wind have access to the injury the cambium
exposed dries up and the tree dies.
the injury is near the ground, earth should
heaped up so as to cover it. If the infury
too high for this treatment, it should be covered
over with grafting wax and strips of cloth Irlt:
ped over this. ' %

If the cambium is eaten through over a'tose
siderable surface bridge-grafting should be résas
ed to. This consists in bridging over the i
by means of scions of the same kind of tres. 4
injured bark at the top and bottom of the Wi
should be cut back to live, healthy tissue,
small notches made in it. = The ends of %
scions should then be cut to fit the notchess
scion being left slightly longer than the spai
the wound, so that they may be sprung s
place and held firmly. The cambium iager of thé
tree and of the scion should meet over as w
an area as possible. The injury and bridges
should then be covered with grafting wax and
then bound over with strips of cloth. i
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The High Cost of Living.

Sure enough, the farmer is at the bottom of it.

Nature’s Diary.

By A. B. Klugh, M.A.

In our last article we pointed out that the
chief check upon the undue increase in the num-
bers of field mice consisted in guarding against
too great a decrease in their natural enemies,
particularly the hawks and owls. The farmer
and horticulturist may also help in their destruc-
tion in three ways—thorough cultivation, trap-
ping and poisoning.

Thorough cultivation of a field or orchard de-
stroys all cover for mice and consequently drives
them out,and thus a system which regularly brings
all the land of a district under the plow and per-

mits little of it to lie unused will secure the
greatest immunity from these pests.
Trapping has special advantages for small

areas, such as lawns, gardens, orchards, etc., and
wherever, for any reason, there are objections to
the laying out of poison. The best traps to use
are the ordinary mouse traps of the ordinary
guillotine pattern, such as the ““Wizard’’ and
“Gee-Whizz.”’ Traps without bait may be set
in the runways of the mice, or they may he bait-
ed with oatmeal or cornmeal. Fortunately, these
traps are now cheap, as they can be purchased at
the rate of two for five cents,

Poison is by far the most effective means of
destruction,

but it must always be remembered
that extreme care should be exercised in its use,
and that in many localities the laying out of

poisoned bhait is prohibited by law.
~f‘ryvchnine ig the
fi-1d miece,

18 lees

most satisfactory poison for
Although a very deadly substance, it
diadigerous to handle than either potassium

cyanide, which is almost tasteless and has no
known santidote, or phosphorus, which is liable
to cau “vere burns and serious conflagrations.

THE HORSE.

Buying a Horse.

<%

In a recent issue of this paper an article &=
peared dealing with the fitting of horsés -for shlé.
It is well that the buyer should understand: the
fitter’'s practices in order that he may more i
telligently look for defects. The doubter 'm
always consider a horse unsound until he Pm" 8
him sound, and it is not a bad practice to E"
low. There are ‘‘tricks in all trades’’ but &8
horse business, and they might eventually work .
into that honest profession as well. S

In buying a horse it is well to see the animsl =
in the stall first, before he is at all fitted “’.‘
show to the prospective purchaser. 3 the 8=~
mal has been heavily fitted there are still £
by which a buyer can distinguish between :
and flesh. The body of the horse might_be nicé-
ly covered with fat in a short time by a libefs
feeding of buckwheat flour and other highly n““»k
tious foods, but it is not substantial and wonse ;
partially disappear after a few miles of strenuous
exercise. However, the forearm of that ’
animal would indicate from its lack of musclisg
that the covering of the horse’'s body was fat
and not flesh, In a thickly-fleshed animal look
to the limbs for a corresponding amount
muscling. o

In the stall also watch the fanks fof
abdominal breathing, indicating the character
the wind. A surer test, however, for he&v‘;
would be to water the horse and trot,lhil:lv:rm
ly up a grade, then stop him and obse
hrouthing.L In the stall see that the horse does
not wear a tight strap about his throat Wit
indicates a wind sucker, also observe the manger
and see that he is not a cribber.

1f suspicions
are aroused examine his teeth, and whllegom‘
SO0 assure yourself that his teeth are goo-shOt-
that he is not parrot-mouthed or under ,
Back the horse up or stand him over lnlitﬂ'
stall, and if he has been there for F!On}e‘bs
time and has any weakness about the lim¥
will give evidence of it in his action.
After this casual examination in the Bthd,l!
stand the horse on a level floor and observe
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