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Soon1 Is ed&prised in the work founded by David Lubin.
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HORSES. Even were the act so amended as to provide for 
compulsory inspection, it would stfll fall short of 
its intended object—for instance: a man may own a 
horse "whose size, breeding and quality render him 
worth, say, $2,000.00. His neighbor may 
a horse whose under-size, inferior breeding and , 
quality leave him worth, say, $500,00. Both 
horses are registered ana both aré sound. On jfi.

The earliest migrant of the season is now ar- In planning the spring’s work for the horses th° paylnent ol *7l<J0 each horse is inspected and 
riving m many parts of Ontario. This is the manage to give the in-foal mare and the newlv- enrolled» and each: owner receives exactly the 
prairie Horned Lark, a bird which is common in broken colt the easiest of the tasks Givintr same kind °f certificate from the Enrolment 
Ontario from February to October, but is scarce, them a little the advantage on the double-tree Board’ with the result that the owner of t®S 
or altogether absent, in November. December and helps. Avoid putting the pregnant mare on the “8Crufc horse” can point out to the intending 
January. > r tongue on heavy-drawing implements or where breeder that, his horse he» just the same stand-

Tbis species is about seven inches in length. there is likely to be much swaying motion. ihS^OO^^'The jSSriM+Si1**

of > light pinkish brown above and whit.sh be- ------------------------------- ÎÏ ^ 2 ff oi ll fiSS to
Death. The J"**1'“f® bl®.Ck and The Percheron Society of America is offering serve—namely the production of a better class of
tjiere are black patches on the breast and cheeks, a number of special prizes at several Canadian horses.
The. cbIn and afe a, P? eJell°"’ î*nCî, *1*® exbibiti°ns in 1913, in addition to the long list 1 think all goodr heeswsna*- ax* agreed that eût
Uttie tofts «nt^a head, whichjdve the bird its of United States shows. Calgary, Toronto, advance along, the lino atberne protection tartte- 

of horned lark, ana black. These tufts Magrath, Brandon, Macleotl, Edmonton and sir able, and that suck aAnma*-eain- only be ex- 
can be erected oer nenmnont at will. . Brandon Winter Fair are the Canadian shows to peeted by the use of good siren. 1 know a poefr'

The prairie horned lark has not alwajf* been get these grants, which are given only te animais man who started outw*toMMMrftann with two 
an inhabitant of Ontario, it being aae of the recorded » the Percheron Stud Book of America, good grade brood maria He used the1 beet 
birds which moved in as the forebt gave place nnd' their- owners must be members of the horse available ^ then. adopteS ttafcwitb his tllliér 
to" fields. It was first observed at Hamilton in Percheron Society of Amercia. until he reached the required number of crosses
1868 by Mr. Mcllwraith and reached Muskoka in The total number of "prizes awarded by this for registration. H®. hde produced In- this way 
1887. * Society, including 46 American and 8 Canadian «■ span of two-year-old. BIHwt which recency sold

It haunts the open fields and roadsides, and shows, reaches $17,000 fer 1913, the most of f°r $1,200.00, and were cheap at that price, 
this siiecies and the Vesper Sparrow are the two the money golng to American-bred horses. Some one may object that the elimination of
birds most frequently seen on the road, both being ------------------------------- b e,,. scnJb horse” would cause a dearth1 Ôf
jjften termed “grey-birds”—a common name cover- Many horses are, and many more would be a in s®me nelghborfa:Oods. I think not.
W « good m,n, mecie, „l small bird., b.-neflud great,, bjl tob.g =^P«? W,r. g?,5 ^ ^

* The song of the prairie homed lark is a cheer- lnto the springs work. A long shaggy, thick horses were^ft not for the comnet it wi 
ful .tinkling ditty, usually delivered from a stone coat that brings forth undue perspiration.
or clod of earth, but it also, in the mating sea- which causes the mass of hair to become soaked, nrfcé arid the proverbial short hln-htrd.iJIt *a# 1
son. rises high in the air and sings while on the a”d as soon as the horse stops working this en- bSdeîs who iTstle $6 00 àt 8
wing, like the Skylark of England. The call- tire . blanket’ becomes as cold as well as wet, is a service will ■" forfeit $26 00 to even *60 00 at 
note is a characteristic short-whistled note, usu- condition which is not in the best interests of time 0f 8aje j would suggest therefore that I ally uttered while flying. It is one of the few «ie animal. Properly attended to the clipped STact be so amï as Tproîid! no^ SS

small birds which walk instead of hopping, and horse is m a better position to withstand the for compulsory Inspection and enrolment, but
it keeps to the ground, being very rarely seen in d®™ands of tbe grea^er exertion necessary during also the gradlng of the horses by a committee of 
a tree or even a bush. hlS' a"chp>ped mate’ Th® competent judges. The horses, according to size.

This species is a. very early breeder, the full wil} USU(Jly 6jho^> mo“^ breeding and 9uality- ft he graded as standard ,
set of three or four eggs often being laid by the team8ter knows how difficult it is to cleaifhis ^ JSuàüL W .W
end of March Sometimes» the nest is found team at night if they have a coat of long thick hair ^rt^din al^adSer«zS^!?L^ 
under an overhanging snow-drift and occasion- on them They are often wet the next mornin ft?*®* *? *“;«îlESUSM
ally the eggs are frozen by a late “cold snap. Such a condition cannot be comfortable for the horse falMn, to ree^ ltAnH»’J 
W. E. Saunders, of London, Ont., one of our fore- horse. Clip him. and the moisture leaves his ^uaHfied frol stondfn» l ilt dl^
iftost Canadian ornithologists, records having body steadily and almost as fa A as secreted. » Q^ There ïouMh^ofm. -a
once found young hatched in March. there would be, of^ course, a court of appeal

The nest is built of grass in a depression in „ “ " ---------- *” *e*rleV(* atam°n OWn6r C?uId &

the ground, and is lined with horse-hair and FaVOfS Grading Stallions. t m«xr t ./ .....  ._____
feathers. The «Kgs arc- dull olive in color, spotted Fx,itor ,<The Farmer’s Advocate." : . resolution to this effect, it a meetirig of kmw

P .W1, r°Wnl8 PyrP e- ln reference to the present stallion enrolment men beld during Guelnh Winter Fihr. It
The prairie horned lark, being a bird of the , ' , carried almost. •is one of the birds whose food habita are acti 80 frequently referred to In your columns Ca7^/Ul^e<^BntH^m,,y"

of the greatest interest to the farmer. Its food and so heartily endorsed By some, permit met te meet publie opinion fri this matter, on# any 
has consequently been investigated by the Bio- say that the act, as it stands at present, fails to discussion that may lead to a cTear full etui—1 
logical Survey of the United States Department accomplish the purpose for which it was intended, gion of that opinion is to be greatly desired.

- of Agriculture, the work being done by W. S. namely, the elimination of the "scrub horse." Middlesex Co., Ont. R. $f. .TtcVITTV.
McAtee. This bird has been accused of eating 
sprouting wheat, and the investigation shows 
that it does so, but to an extremely limited ex-
teat.

more is
lN?W \S t,he tlmc to begin putting the “finish- 

‘r’g,v OUCh,CS ofl the hurseR. and equipment in 
readiness for seeding operations. Read “Whip’s” 
article in this issue and

own
Nature’s Diary.
By A. B. Klugh, M. A.
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Nearly all the grain taken is eaten during 
the winter months, thus being waste grain and 

I being no loss to the farmer. On the other hand, 
the prairie horned lark is one of the most efficient 

I destroyers of weed-seed. Ik is particularly fond 
the seeds ol green foxtail, yellow foxtail, 

smartweeds, bindweeds, pigweed, purslane, rag­
weed, crab grass and barnyard grass. It also 
eats the seed of the corn-cockle, a weed which is 

1 a serdous nuisance among wheat, as the size and
I i weight of the seed make its separation from the 

wheat difficult, and because of its poisonous na- 
1 ture. Animals are sometimes poisoned by eating
fl wheat with seeds of corn cockle in it, and fatal
| cases of poisoning of human beings have been

known to result from the consumption of flour 
*■ made from such grain.

The gizzard of the prairie horned lark is ex­
tremely muscular, and it has been found that the 
combined action of ibe gizzard and the gravel 
which it contains crushes every kind of seed which 

18 eaten. Even the exceedingly hard nutlets of 
mwell or puccoon (lithospermum) are 

1 " ground up and cherry pits are broken. Thus no 
■ seeds eaten pass through this bird’s digestive ap­

paratus in shape for germination.
? ■ A few seeds of cultivated fruits have been

found among the stomach contents of this species, 
I , n° fruit pulp has been found, so that it is
I Probable that the seeds were obtained from gar- 

bage heaps.
The prairie homed lark eats large numbers of 

^ insects of various kinds—beetles, grasshoppers, 
butterflies, moths, ants, flies, and wasps all being 
taken.
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The most conspicuous element of its in- 
®6ct food, however, is weevils of various species. 
Among the insects eaten are wireworm, 
Worms. flea beetles, and many of the worst pests 

-Of the farm.
‘ . Thus, from a study of its food, we 
- the prairie homed lark is the friend of the farmer

Slid jg

cutI
Pacific [13173] (13113).

Clydesdale stallion, import ed in February, 1912, by W. L. Moseip, St. Mary's, Ont.,
Cowan, Cannington, Ont.

see that
and sol* ta W. *.

eixiinently entitled to protection.
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