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The W A Glimpse at Ancient Agriculture.
How the Way Was Paved for the Seeds
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Though the farming industry is as old 
almost as the human race itself, the 
craft of the commercial seed merchant 
did not come into existence till about a 
couple of hundred years ago. 
ture of much historic interest Professor 
Wilson, B.Sc., dealt with this subject of 

The Advent of the Seedsman “ before 
a meeting of the Dublin Seed and Nur
sery Employees' Association, in the Royal 
College of Science, Dublin, a few weeks
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1 on His discourse on this theme, saysma e servants. ago.
the Irish Farmers' Gazette, was mainly 
concerned in outlining the development 
of agriculture from the earliest times of
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500 guests if FREE!crudeness and simplicity, through the 

gradual changing periods in which it re
flected the social and political life of the 
altering eras, until it attained towards 
the eighteenth centuVy a modern com
plexity and, so to speak, a “many sided
ness’’ which not merely warranted but 
absolutely demanded the rise of special
ists in various departments of agricul
tural activity. Thus briefly, in the ab
stract, was the origin of the seed trade. 
In unfolding the story of this agricul
tural progression the lecturer, assisted 
by some lantern slides, greatly interested 
his hearers.

The farming to which the lecturer first 
introduced his hearers was that practiced 
over the greater portion of Northern 
Europe, including Great Britain, about 
1,500 years ago and earlier. Apparent
ly this was an age of small holdings, 
for we were told that the land surround
ing the villages in which the natives 
usually congregated and lived, was di
vided on the Communist system, and each 
man had his three acres for himself. It

n >cessary. 
Scattered over the vast ranch are 100

outlaying stations, 
has charge of a certain portion of the 
estate.

each one of which
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her 2,000, and the Terrazas ranch is the 
only one in the world which maintains 
its own slaughtering and packing plant. 
Each year 150,000 head of cattle are
slaughtered. 
100,000 sheep.

dressed and
Don Luis

superintends the different

packed, and 
personally 

industries on 
his ranch, cove ing many thousands of 
miles on horse-back during a twelve- 

Don Luis was at one time 
Governor of Chihuahua, but public life 
did not suit him; it was too quiet, and 
he preferred to spend his life riding 
the plains and 
enterprises, 
as any other man in Mexico.

Don Luis founded his cattle ranch 
about fourteen years ago, and four years 
later he sought to import the finest cat
tle from Scotland and England. But 
there was a considerable difficulty in the 
way. The import duty on foreign cattle 
was so heavy that it was impossible to 
bring over animals in quantities sufficient 
for his purpose, so Don Luis appealed to 
the Mexican Government, pointing out 
the absurdity of restricting importation 
of good stock into the country, and suc
ceeded in getting the import tax re
pealed.

Five years ago Terrazas installed on 
his ranch four big resarvoirs, costing 
$500,000, besides which there are 300 
wells scattered over the huge farm, some

55
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was fairly distributed, too, as to avoid 
any individual securing a monopoly of a 
rich patch of ground each person’s three 
acres were made up of three single-acre 
plots in different portions of the divided 
area.

XI
Their crops were not very numer

ous, viz., wheat, oats or barley, beans 
and peas, and the general practice was
to let the land lie fallow once every three 
years in order that it might be cleaned, 
the “rotation” followed being grain first 
year, beans and peas second year and fal
low third year, 
the attention of

s
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Flax-grow ing engaged 
the women folk to a

limited extent, and down by the river 
sides willows were cultivated for basket
making purposes, 
those earlier times forests abounded on

of them going down to a depth of 500 
feet. ifeSriIt !• MtThese wells, the water from which 
is raised by means of windmills, cost 
another $500,0(50. 
is grown, and Don Luis is constantly 
experimenting in the raising of different 
“foods” for supplying the wants of his 
immense herds during the rainless sea-
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Every kind of grain
all hands, and in these the live stock, 
such as sheep and pigs, were turned loose 
to graze. They were, however, driven in 
upon the stubb’es when the crops were 
removed, and the autumn, therefore, was 
the best time of the year for the animals 
in question. The plowing and other 
farm work was, of course, accomplished

hr
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son.

GOSSIP.
by means of oxen, and, as these had to 
put in their daily task, their feeding was 
more generously attended to, and they 
received the benefit of a pasture field. 
In those old days they evidently did not 
believe in putting a premium on laziness, 
and in order to make every man hurry 
up with his harvest, it was a recognized 
custom that when there was not more 
than one field of produce unsecured, the 
hungry animals from the forest Would be 
turned in on the stubbles; in other words, 
the man who was so dilatory and care
less that his crops were still out when 
all his neignbors had gathered theirs in, 
ran the risk of having a hoard of raven
ous pigs or sheep admitted to his patch 
in common with the rest of the land. 
So long, however, as two or more men's 

the animals were ex

it" You Are Lost in the Woods.
Let the man who is lost in the woods

be very careful not to over-exert himself. 
His chief dangers lie in panic and over- 
exertion. and, though he may be in a 
great hurry to find shelter, I must warn 
hifB to go slowly, 
on an average, through the snow in the 
woods, is all that a man in his condi
tion will be able to stand without over
fatigue and its attendant dangers, over
heating and perspiration, 
caution, a man may live through a week 
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afternoon of the first day.
of course, just where he is.
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He should examine the tracks of the pér
it be-

!outcrops were 
eluded, and this fact was, it is fancied, 
availed of by the primitive subtlety of 
those days, as a kindly-disposed neighbor 
could generally be induced to purposely 
delay the drawing in of his harvest and 
thus

who last passed that way.
he must follow in the di- ; Nam»ing afternoon 

rection taken by the last passing vehicle 
shelter will be nearest in k<or team, as

morningHad it beenthat direction, 
he would have taken the opposite direc- 

whoever made the tracks must 
from the place where he ob

save the situation for one whose
work was backward.

This seems to have been the condition 
of farming for some centuries, until, 
owing to the inherent tendency in man 
to squabble with his fellows, it began 
to be a fashionable pastime for one vil
lage to pick a quarrel with a neighbor
ing village, and to settle their disputes 
not by arbitration, but in the more 
orthodox, if less humane, “mortal-com
bat” style. The millennial order of things 
was reversed and plowshares were beaten

tion. as 
have come 
(ained shelter the previous night -From 
"Lost in the Woods," by A B Carle- 

the Outing Magazine for Novem-
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Your Little Girl Can Do The Washing
WITH THE

“Nil Ceitnf Washing Machine
It's far easier than churning or 

running a sewing machine. No 
rubbing—no work. Just turn the 
handle for 5 minâtes and the clothes 
are washed — snowy white. Has a 
strong wringer stand that allows the 
water to drain right into the tub.

Price delivered at any railway 
station In Ontario or Quebec—$9.50.

Our booklet tells bow to torn wash 
day Into child’s play. Write for free 
copy. 88

OUR LATEST VICTORY.

Results obtained at the Sherbrooke and Ottawa 
Exhibition : 22 prizes offered in classes for Maple
Syrup and Sugar. From this number 21 went to 
users of the

CHAMPION EVAPORATOR.
Catalogues on application.

THE GRIMM MEG CO.. 58 WELLINGTON ST 
MHNIRf *L. Ol E
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I MOI 1 Mount

Birds and Animals!
I Sportsmen I Fishermen I Hunters! 
' Maturallsts and others seeking to 
better themselves hy learning a 
great profession. The wonderful art 
of Taxidermy, so long kept secret.

_______ can now easily be learned
your home during your 

V No need togiveupyour b
WB TEACH BY MAIL how to mount 

,birds, animals, 
mVA make rags and 
^v^Iithtful entrancing and money-making 

profession for men and women. Decorate 
your home with rare specimens of the hunt 

Easily and quickly learned. Sucoaaa guaranteed

right In 
spare hours.

game heads, tan skins, 
lwist all Irephlee. A de-

•r no tuition. Endorsed by thousands of delightful graduates.
Craaf Book F REE! o»t bnotif.1, mo.tr.ted hook.
,'Hovto Learn to Mount Birds and Animals, "and our hand
some Taxidermy Magazine absolutely free to all who writs 
Stop depending on a job. Have a profession Wrtta today. 
N.W School ef Taxidermy, • Omaha. Nab.

DU. T. S. SPROULE’S SHORTHORN 
SALE.

An event of far-reaching importance to 
the farmers and breeders of Shorthorn
cattle in Ontario, is the dispersal by auc
tion, on Wednesday, November 25th, at 
Markdale, of the entire herd of 45 head 
of Scotch and Scotch-topped 
cattle, the property of Dr. T. S. Sproule, 
M. P., rendered necessary by the con- 
t inually increasing Parliamentary 
other duties of the Doctor, which leaves 
him practically no time to look after the 

large herd of Short- 
The herd is essentially a dual- 

which are a few of

Shorthorn

and

interests of his

purpose one, among 
the low-down, thick sort, belonging to 

the others tracing tot he Flora tribe.
Beauty (imp.), Lady Jane (imp.), and 
Margaret (imp.), the whole making an 
exceptionally choice and interesting offer- 

A large number of them are one-, 
and three-year-old heifers, and some 

will be found

»ng.

very choice young things
On the sire’s side the herd 

30643.
in the lot. 
represents the get of Forrester 
< edarville 26838. Lord Gloster 
26995, Magnet 37614, Markdale Chief 
4 7369, and Squire Boy 53305. In
young bulls there will l>e sold Koya 
Aberdeen, a roan two year-old. by Inip 
Choice K oral, dam Miss Aberdeen, a

Itoval Ensign, a red year- 
60822,

Chief

' Lady Jane.' 
ling, by Royal Standard 
dam by Lord Gloster

2nd
Flora’s Chief, a 

sire, clam by Vil-red yearling, by same 
I age Squire, 
year-old. by same

Then

roan two-Royal Chief, a
dam by Villagesire.

there is a red eleven 
'hoice 57962.months-old, by Trout Creek ( 

dam Annie Stamford, a Toronto »inn'
nths-old. h\Another is a red eight mo 

sire, dam by Imp.
red.

Scottish Hero 
same age. by 

Captain Mayfly 
tie had in

Still another is a
tribe, dam by Imp.

herd-header canA high-class 
! his lot.
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