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The Dehorning Commission.
A commission consisting of Hon. Chas. Drury,
Chairman ; J. J. Kelso, Secretary : Richard
Gibson; D. M. Macpherson ;

Andrew Smith,
V. S., and Henry Glendenning, has been appoint-
ed by the Government of Ontario for the follow-
ing purpose : —

‘“To obtain the fullest information in reference
to the practice recently introduced into this
province of dehorning cattle, and to make full
enquiry and report with all reasonable speed into
the reasons for and against the practice, as well
by the examination of witnesses as by collecting
whatever is accessible of the evidence which has
been given by experts or others, in the trials
which have taken place on the subject in kEng-
land, Ireland and Scotland, and iu this province,
the judgment in the cases tried, and any othe
useful information from any quarter which may
be in print or otherwise obtainable.”

Sodiforial.

Executive Committees Meet.

Canadian Hackney Breeders’ Association met
at a recent date, and formulated a set of rules
governing the Hackney Stud Book now estab-
lished in Toronto. The Editor is Mr. Henry
Wade, Toronto.

The directors of the Dominion Swine Breeders’
Association met in the board room of the Agri-
culture and Arts Association Toronto, and
accepted rules governing the "various swine
records now established in Canada. Full par-
ticulars will be given concerning each of these
meetings in our next issne. In the meantime
those desiring fuller information will be farnished
with particulars by writing Mr. Henry Wade,
Toronto.

Canadian Pacific Railway Lands.

The general reduction in the pricesof C. P. R.
lands, to which reference was made in the
FArRMER'S ADVOCATE for March, has had a most
stimulating effect upon sales, no less than $100,
000 worth being disposed of in February. This
cut in prices was made to afford Ontario and
other eastern farmers who are arriving in such
large numbers an opportunity of locating near
their friends in the older settled parts of Man-
itoba. They are thus enabled to secure land at
a low price. where they will not be isolated from
friends, and have the full advantage of railway
facilities, schools, churches, etc., that they en-
joyed in their old homes.

By the adoption of the uniform price of $3.00
an acre in the west the lands heretofore selling
in the Calgary district at $5.00 an acre can be
purchased at the lower figure. This is an ad-
vantage to the farmers settling in that country,
as it enables them to secure additional pasture
land for their rapidly increasing herds. The
live stock interests of the Territories are devel-
oping rapidly, last season beinghighly encourag-
ing, and are destined to prove ere long a source of
untold wealth to Northwestern Canada.

In the Saskatchewan Valley free homesteads
of one hundred and sixty acres can be obtained,
but as the settlers who move into that country
have stock, they require more than one hundred
and sixty acres, hence the company have placed
their lands at the low figure of $3.00 an acre
to enable the farmer to secure the additional
ground for pasturage, etc., on a small outlay.

The principle adopted is first come, first served;
it is an advantage, therefore, tobe early in the
field before the best locations are picked up.

Farmers, merchants and others, who have sons
growing up with a liking for farm life can by the
small payment of $48.00 a year secure a valuable
farm of one hundred and sixty acres for their
boys. This annual payment will hardly be felt
and it enables a father to place his son when he
is ready to go out into the world on a valuable
farm, where the climatic and other conditions
are highly favorable. Any addditional infor-
mation desired can be obtained by calling upon
or writing Mr. L. A. Hamilton, the Land Com-
missioner at Winnipeg. We understand a sale
of Kdmonton district lands is to occur in
Edmonton on May 3rd, and will doubtless
attract the attention of many prospective
settlers in that fine locality.
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Cattle Discase and Treasury
Rulings.

Each English mail brings further news of the
dreaded foot and mouth disease until upwards of
thirty outbreaks have been reported. It is
claimed the pest first broke out among a lot of
inferior Danish cattle brought to London Metro-
politan Market on the 30th of January. It
developed among them as well as the cattle with
which they came in contact, since which it has
spread  with alarming rapidity, principally
through Kent and the metropolis, and now
another outbreak is reported as far north as
Westmoreland.  The fact that the cattle from
the above market were shipped to many outside
points shows the imminent danger to which the
live stock of England was thereby exposed.
Cattle, sheep and swine are alike subject to it.
In England it spreads with great rapidity, as
dogs, rats and men are all agents that may traus-
mit the plague from one stable to another. If
not speedily stamped out it will be necessary for
our Governiment to prevent the further importa-
tion of sheep, swine or catt’e that we may still
retain the absolute immunity from disease that
we have so long enjoyed.  Just now the agricul-
tural press, as well as the political organs of
KEngland, are aflame with articles bearing the
strongest contention favoring the prohibition of
all Tive stock importation, and also argne that
they may not discriminate between the different,
countries that have been supplying them.  These
on the eve of the general election may carry
more weight than the previous arguments on the
same question.  Just why Canada should e
brought within this category it is diflicult to
surmise.  Canada is annually taking a large
share of England’s exportation of pure-bred stock,
and is sending her in retuen ive cattle and sheey
from which there is no shadow or possibility of
infection.  The day is close at hand when
Canada will be able to supply all that England
requires in the line of live cattle and sheep. By
prohibiting the importation of such from infected
countries she will assure safety to her own
farmers and graziers, while it would assist "in
building up a trade in which Canada has the
greatest possible resources, The colonies are
standing alone in displaying a wish for ¢loser
connection and  greater freedom of trade with
Great Britain.  In these particulars Canada has
lately given no uncertain sound, for which the
odious McKinley Bill deservesits share of credit.,
Just now it looks as though Canada is in dange
of occupying the unfortunate position of heing
between the proverbial two stools. ™ The late
ruling of the Treasury Department of Washing-
ton relating to pure-bred horses, cattheand sheep,
and the proposed measure in Fugland relative to
our export of live cattle are measures that will
not only materially aticet these ranches of onr
live stock indnstry, but may foree an ultimatum
that may atlect our future social and political

intercomrse with the mother country.,




