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that are nof being cultivated or used would be strongly reeented by pra» 
for pasture by the owners. There ticelly the entire rural population." 
are a number of exemptions from the extra Taxes
lw U hLl,rovLUer£vee7nr^e' ,n Saskatchewan wham land owu- 

of raising ^considerable rove* *” neglect to deslro> noxious weeds 
nue. "Our wild lands tax " said Mr °r *ophere' rural municipality

2 ÏÎÎÜÎÎÎ tax^a that the settlers would Pi-rre. the Deputy Minister of Muni ÏZ dM,t™y1 “d .char,# l.h*
..,raU,y hav« to pay, while It would inerease ripai AflÇlre for Alberta to me "Is ? * *° J** Iand owner to e epeclal
different angle the taxes of the speculators. No one based on the value of the land The îf* ,°n the va,ue of hla ,and‘ There

10 and h! worri',«t very much about bow the rate fixed by the Act Is one per cent also a Hal1 lneur*nce Tax in those 
lament Act speculators would look st the situa- of such value, that Is, where a section °V®" where 25 or more 
‘ levied on tlon, seeing that most of them did not of land le assessed et P10 per acre clpa,UiM combine to

,aa aDd v* ln lha country, and that they making the total assessment 16 too—’ lermunlcipal hall Ins
d School pur- were merely Tying to get something the owner of such Idle land la re- In 8lKrh Caae8 each cUlmant u»°n U»e

e is for nothing through brnHtMng by the qulred to pay to the revenues of the fund la ent,tled lo receive up to five
ry of the real settlers In the province an annual tax amounting to centa per acre‘ for one "r cent- dam'
unity. 661. This tax applies only to land age wb,ch th® Hal* Commission may

An Imaartsm he,d under UU*' The revenue raised d?5,d* he ha" HUatalnad by hall. In
An Important Report. In tble way is collected by the pro- Alb,'rta a*8° there are similar pro-

One of the first steps towards the vl^ *®vprnment. much of It being Y1"*®” relating to noxious weeds and
laxatlon of land values was taken In “f®* ,mProv® the roads In the pro- ball insurance. Hundreds of thou-
nritlah Columbia when In 1911 a v °f.do,Ur8 .haT® been pald out
Royal Commission on taxation waa . SaBkatchewan also ha, a epeclal *“ recent yeare *° hal1 Insurance to
appointed to look Into the whole sub- ,ax on d e land*- commonly called furmers, many of whom might have
tot ol l.Kellon. Hi, lommlMlon * *.U,1V Tel* 1,1 '■ never levied "“"o'1 (or (hi. form
later reported In favor of the abolition ?.**, 1 • «etHer-or farmer who cul- °f protection, 
of the poll tax and all taxes on per "va,??r land; "U «■ a tax." Unearned Increment Tax.
however! The* ^provincial * government later °r - Municipal Affairs.‘who. by AlBerta aUo has an unearnt " 

ol British Columbia had seen fit to L" ® wey' 16 an old Ckirleton County mant Ux The Province taxes live
divide land Into two classes for taxa- boy' to me' "°2 P®r acre on thoee **** cent- of the Increase In the value
lion purpose». These ( lasses were__ areas which are not being used or °» *be land at the time of a sale on
first, lands held for use or occupa- ar® b,lng held for speculative pur- ,be ground that this value Is princlp-
llon, and second, lands held for an 11 m,ght be termed a “Wild al,y a co®munal value created by the
Increase In value. II also made a dlf- 7,and Tax-" for the man who settles growth of population and the expend!-
lerence In Imposing Its rates of taxa- do]Yn on ,ha land in Saskatchewan. 2ure of Public money. "If the provi
lion, between the various ( lasses of and w0,1111 It as a farmer, will have no by "Ponding money," gald Premie

Surtax to pay it is imposed to dis- lon on one occasion, "on a railway 
— courage the holding of farm land* thereby Increases the value of lots ln 

• R 1» not paid to the provincial a c*r,a,n town, we think the public 
but Is remitted direct to ,a ®nt,t,*d to at least a part of the In- 

all ties. Mr. Bayne ad- creased value." Speculation In land
government feels that ha* been Pretty quiet in Alberta since
ake when It arranged lhls fonn of taxation was Imposed,

> to the municipal!- but afl eoon aa tbe next boom arrives
municipalities when ar- 11 may be expected to become a

ing their tax rate, allow for this meane of raising considerable money,
tax and reduce their general rate The Mnelple It Involves Is pretty
thus reducing the tax on the specula- *®nerally approved,
tors as well as on the settlers This ... _
In some cases, leaves the municipal^ W,nl Prlnclple E*t«"ded.
ties with no more money than form- So we** aatlafled are the farmers 
erly with which to Improve their w®"t*rn Canada with this method
road- In 1916 the revenue raised by ral"ln* their taxes they have again
means of this tax was 1659,006.00. it a”d again passed resolutions in their
will be seen that It represents a very Provincial farmers’ associations ln fav-
considerable tax. or of the reduction of the tariff taxes

Don't Tax Thrift WÎ:!?h ,h®y now have to pay on agr|-
... cultural machinery, as well as on
At one time," continued Mr. Bayne. Practically all the other goods they

w-e raised our taxes by levying s Hat nwve to buy. and having the Dominion 
rat® on land regardless of Its value- Oorernment, If necessary, raise any
Mon. This method was abandoned at avenue It requires to offset its loes
the end of 1913. and In 1914 for the ,n ,artir t**®" by a direct tax on land

Mme In Saskatchewan's history valuee. If we learn from experience
/slues only were assessed gener- ‘hen we ma> Judge from the expert-
hroughoul our rural municipal!- ®nc® of the farmers of western Canada
Wo do not believe In penalising that, as compared with other forma of

a man s thrift, hy making him pay taxation, a 
taxes on hU personal property, hla bas much to 
herds, his barns or his house In vll- the organized 
lares, binds are assessed at their act- endorsed this 
ual value and buildings and Improve- subject 
ments at 60tf, of their vahie. How- greater 
ever, a village may 
the aese-«ment on 
provement'i. If a petl 
feet Is received hy the council, 
by two thirds of the resident el 
In^lüir». 76 villages took advantage of

ou rarities 

UUe

How Western Farmers Raise Their Taxes
N”"'™” jmpoied. Trato. ol IN<* Allowed

Levies Made oo Land Vahies. Hew the System Works.
H. Bronson Cowan. Edttor-ln-Chlef, Farm and Dairy.
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