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that are nof being cultivated or used would be strongly reeented by pra» 
for pasture by the owners. There ticelly the entire rural population." 
are a number of exemptions from the extra Taxes
lw U hLl,rovLUer£vee7nr^e' ,n Saskatchewan wham land owu- 

of raising ^considerable rove* *” neglect to deslro> noxious weeds 
nue. "Our wild lands tax " said Mr °r *ophere' rural municipality

2 ÏÎÎÜÎÎÎ tax^a that the settlers would Pi-rre. the Deputy Minister of Muni ÏZ dM,t™y1 “d .char,# l.h*
..,raU,y hav« to pay, while It would inerease ripai AflÇlre for Alberta to me "Is ? * *° J** Iand owner to e epeclal
different angle the taxes of the speculators. No one based on the value of the land The îf* ,°n the va,ue of hla ,and‘ There

10 and h! worri',«t very much about bow the rate fixed by the Act Is one per cent also a Hal1 lneur*nce Tax in those 
lament Act speculators would look st the situa- of such value, that Is, where a section °V®" where 25 or more 
‘ levied on tlon, seeing that most of them did not of land le assessed et P10 per acre clpa,UiM combine to

,aa aDd v* ln lha country, and that they making the total assessment 16 too—’ lermunlcipal hall Ins
d School pur- were merely Tying to get something the owner of such Idle land la re- In 8lKrh Caae8 each cUlmant u»°n U»e

e is for nothing through brnHtMng by the qulred to pay to the revenues of the fund la ent,tled lo receive up to five
ry of the real settlers In the province an annual tax amounting to centa per acre‘ for one "r cent- dam'
unity. 661. This tax applies only to land age wb,ch th® Hal* Commission may

An Imaartsm he,d under UU*' The revenue raised d?5,d* he ha" HUatalnad by hall. In
An Important Report. In tble way is collected by the pro- Alb,'rta a*8° there are similar pro-

One of the first steps towards the vl^ *®vprnment. much of It being Y1"*®” relating to noxious weeds and
laxatlon of land values was taken In “f®* ,mProv® the roads In the pro- ball insurance. Hundreds of thou-
nritlah Columbia when In 1911 a v °f.do,Ur8 .haT® been pald out
Royal Commission on taxation waa . SaBkatchewan also ha, a epeclal *“ recent yeare *° hal1 Insurance to
appointed to look Into the whole sub- ,ax on d e land*- commonly called furmers, many of whom might have
tot ol l.Kellon. Hi, lommlMlon * *.U,1V Tel* 1,1 '■ never levied "“"o'1 (or (hi. form
later reported In favor of the abolition ?.**, 1 • «etHer-or farmer who cul- °f protection, 
of the poll tax and all taxes on per "va,??r land; "U «■ a tax." Unearned Increment Tax.
however! The* ^provincial * government later °r - Municipal Affairs.‘who. by AlBerta aUo has an unearnt " 

ol British Columbia had seen fit to L" ® wey' 16 an old Ckirleton County mant Ux The Province taxes live
divide land Into two classes for taxa- boy' to me' "°2 P®r acre on thoee **** cent- of the Increase In the value
lion purpose». These ( lasses were__ areas which are not being used or °» *be land at the time of a sale on
first, lands held for use or occupa- ar® b,lng held for speculative pur- ,be ground that this value Is princlp-
llon, and second, lands held for an 11 m,ght be termed a “Wild al,y a co®munal value created by the
Increase In value. II also made a dlf- 7,and Tax-" for the man who settles growth of population and the expend!-
lerence In Imposing Its rates of taxa- do]Yn on ,ha land in Saskatchewan. 2ure of Public money. "If the provi
lion, between the various ( lasses of and w0,1111 It as a farmer, will have no by "Ponding money," gald Premie

Surtax to pay it is imposed to dis- lon on one occasion, "on a railway 
— courage the holding of farm land* thereby Increases the value of lots ln 

• R 1» not paid to the provincial a c*r,a,n town, we think the public 
but Is remitted direct to ,a ®nt,t,*d to at least a part of the In- 

all ties. Mr. Bayne ad- creased value." Speculation In land
government feels that ha* been Pretty quiet in Alberta since
ake when It arranged lhls fonn of taxation was Imposed,

> to the municipal!- but afl eoon aa tbe next boom arrives
municipalities when ar- 11 may be expected to become a

ing their tax rate, allow for this meane of raising considerable money,
tax and reduce their general rate The Mnelple It Involves Is pretty
thus reducing the tax on the specula- *®nerally approved,
tors as well as on the settlers This ... _
In some cases, leaves the municipal^ W,nl Prlnclple E*t«"ded.
ties with no more money than form- So we** aatlafled are the farmers 
erly with which to Improve their w®"t*rn Canada with this method
road- In 1916 the revenue raised by ral"ln* their taxes they have again
means of this tax was 1659,006.00. it a”d again passed resolutions in their
will be seen that It represents a very Provincial farmers’ associations ln fav-
considerable tax. or of the reduction of the tariff taxes

Don't Tax Thrift WÎ:!?h ,h®y now have to pay on agr|-
... cultural machinery, as well as on
At one time," continued Mr. Bayne. Practically all the other goods they

w-e raised our taxes by levying s Hat nwve to buy. and having the Dominion 
rat® on land regardless of Its value- Oorernment, If necessary, raise any
Mon. This method was abandoned at avenue It requires to offset its loes
the end of 1913. and In 1914 for the ,n ,artir t**®" by a direct tax on land

Mme In Saskatchewan's history valuee. If we learn from experience
/slues only were assessed gener- ‘hen we ma> Judge from the expert-
hroughoul our rural municipal!- ®nc® of the farmers of western Canada
Wo do not believe In penalising that, as compared with other forma of

a man s thrift, hy making him pay taxation, a 
taxes on hU personal property, hla bas much to 
herds, his barns or his house In vll- the organized 
lares, binds are assessed at their act- endorsed this 
ual value and buildings and Improve- subject 
ments at 60tf, of their vahie. How- greater 
ever, a village may 
the aese-«ment on 
provement'i. If a petl 
feet Is received hy the council, 
by two thirds of the resident el 
In^lüir». 76 villages took advantage of

ou rarities 
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How Western Farmers Raise Their Taxes
N”"'™” jmpoied. Trato. ol IN<* Allowed

Levies Made oo Land Vahies. Hew the System Works.
H. Bronson Cowan. Edttor-ln-Chlef, Farm and Dairy.

rp HE farmers 
look at th 

* taxes from
moat people In On 
In Ontario the As 

that taxes shal

Municipal an
poses. This system in consequenc

Hy followed. One reason why 
this system is practised in the east 
Is because many believe that people 
■hould pay taxes 

eir wealth. As

H bear nianx 
t that the men who havl 

rovements are better aible 
es on them, than a man 

wealth whose farm may not 
ved to a similar extent. Of cou 
re Is a serious fallacy u,

Very frequently il happens 
who improve their farms

rural muni- 
establish an In- 
urancu scheme.values for

rovements

Industr
comm

In proportion to 
there are many 
been occupied for 

rovements,years, and

fument, 
that farmers 
have to borrow the money with which 
to do M. They then have to pay In­
terest on the money thus borrowed 
ând the taxes on the I

termed a "W
mprovements as 

well. Naturally this docs not encour­
age a man to make Improvements.

The fanners of- western Canada 
have approached the problem of rals 
Ing their municipal as well as some of 
their provincial taxes from a different 
angle than we have In the east.' The 
country Is much younger and was set­
tled more rapidly. At first improve­
ments were taxed as well as the land. 
With the rapid development of the 
country, however, speculators poured 
In in thousands and bought up mil­
lions of acres of land, which they 

t of use, expecting It would Increase 
in value and that they would be able 
to sell out at a handsome profit. So 
mui h land was held out of use in this 
way that It created serious problems 
for the settlers who were actually 
working their lands. In the first place 
It forced thousands of settlers to 
drive twenty and thirty miles or more 
past vacant land in order to reach 
their own homesteads. Many 
found It impossible to get the 
tage of good railroad connections 
to enjoy the other conveniences t 
are to be had when towns and 
are near. The vacant land also grew 
weeds, which infested the crops of the

A Serious Condition.

Announce Ynur Snle 
Datei Early

government, 
the munfrlp 
milted l 
It made a 
to let this 
tie*, aa the

fVHKKUlkHlM wlen are |il*nnlny loP district*. * i c.r" Utri/^taerdiu
should eele. 1 end -iwiounce the 
dote as far in silven.-.. an possible. 
By su doing, breeder* can avoid 
the unfortunate clrrumetsnre* of 
two as lea being held In llie ..une 
district on the same Mr- to the 
detriment of each otfter.

Helen >our sale dsle—then Im-
Âmj'nÂmr”" .LJÏ~SÏ
In the nuere.i. „( dairy breeders. 
under*1*0Uni" lh,## ,r,e of chara*‘

11

uf
of

"BALE DAT*! CLAIMED." 
Send Veure In fsrty.

hat CG.McKlli.ICAN, Live Sleek lisp.
Farm A Dairy. Peter boro, Ont.

3 S*land,
they

accordinf to tbe usw lo 
were put, hand held for occ 
i or agrlculMirai use was t*

1 of one-half of 1%;
I land, on which the 

M «me per cent.; if un- 
two per rent.; land held 
land," a

In lime another objectionable fea- pation 
lure of this situation became apparent, at the rate 

^ as held as roe

hold their 
It difficult

IBM
I nee

reel Ux on land vsl 
commend It. 
farmers of OnUrlo have 
-yetem of taxation, the 
i* likely to become of 

reet In Ontario.

lues
that

The weet was anxious 
settlers as possll _ 
alors were inclined to 

that made
the poorer setUeni to 

Uin homesteads, thus settlement 
retarded. For the same reason, 
because people were forced to Ih 

able distances apart 
floult for them to maintain 
nd churches and for village» ^ „

with their numirous were
Thug It became evl-

i to secure Now

land at prie 
for many of

a* -timber 
land held
rice, at

Each municipality la British Colum­
bia has local option In taxalloo. It 

ot proved the disastrous thin* we 
led to believe that It would 

were re- ln °nUrl° A majority of the muni 
the com- c,I*,,llea bave abolished all faxes onle/SuM 'F

to accure the Improvements which the ..oulV. and roen> of lhe lowne
settlers so much desired anl ullaK*a

iMped to brinE
ge In sentiment. Because In both Alberta and Haskatchewan 

new the settler» the provincial law prévenu rural mu­
te commence im- nlclpallllea from Imposing taxe» on 

°!®. ,,rs> •mprovomeat*. All municipal and 
ny other difficulties to school taxes are taleed by the taxation 

ovefcoo®. and when they found that of land values only. In addition there 
their taxes were being increased In are numerous other taxes the 
proportion to their Improvements, they imposed on lend values, »Uch as a 
did not feel very happy about It. Na- noxious weed tax. a hail Insurance 
turally this in lime led to a demand tax and a wild lunds tsx This last Impreweeeu .bould to ,,™„ .“rUl îihrtH
from taxes, and that taxes should be people to equeeie out the soeculstor 
levied only on the value of the land, it being an exlna tax that la Imposed 
l. ... rullMd (to. U,„ .n, to toi, M |.ad, ,„ lh7 lo

r land," at two per cent.; 
only for appréciai lon of 

lour p#. cent : tin worked 
Med mineral cleims. at 26c

n I

ellmin 
build Ir

■■Mr
ngs and hn- 

tlon to tbal ®f" parson In a little country village

morning to the butcher, whose name 
was David, to Inquire a* lo the non-

EXi™. end to* their ,7."' ’"I"'1 ",,1‘
l..d relue, uni, *0.1
are moving In the same dl- ter had rnn.‘^ - 

OMet, thto. hto been . lî'tto 7JTJ to

n, Improrem.nt,. tot

Bess ess55H5?ms

Murray Haig to look Info the whole 
situation and report hi» fl

Successful In Alberta. winner* at
That the land tax Is proving popular dairy product* held 

Alberto le rertlled to b, Mr. onterlo IbUrnnen’e 
Pierre whom I have already quoted. Perth, was
21 u‘1h ”’1*1 i»»»*- •» tollu.e: Wtie,. Ooterlo. who wen «re prl.ee 

U”d *,l"“ »“ end hie efceeee oeker le the eeee
the werhed out .err .ucne,.lull, In the rector, too. Hie oheeee meter -on

nirel porllon of Alberto end eir et- e «ret end lerend prlee end Mr. H» # 
tempt to change thl» form of taxation oier a Aral, second and third, 

ax to require a farmer to pay more as two other prise» ‘

consider 
more dlfl

to spring up 
conveniences

ing the develo 
munlty and that If 
done to facilitai

“hit* 

It wi
dent that 
tarding the

some sections to favor a

Taaatlon In the Frslries.Still anoth 
about a chan

country was 
nd It necessary 

proving their holdln

the
toe

One ol th» moat successful prise 
the recent exhibition of 

by the Ha*lorn 
Association at

Mr. Gilbert Ranclar, ot
a demand

was realised that this would nut

enta shou

S

f■■■i


