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Religious Crisis in
France

(Count Albert de Mun, in the Na- |
tional Review, London.)

(Continued from last week.)

Higher education, which is the con-
cern of the various faculties and not
of exclusive appanage of the Univer-
sity. It was not emancipated till
1875, and then only to a very re-|
lative extent. Such, in a very small |
compass, is the history of education
in France. :

P <thing a furnace can have

is" a dinky littlé door.
Y Ever have one? Hit the edge
as often as the hole? One has
to be an expert stoker to shovel
coal into some furnaces, If
you're not an expert you'll get
as much on the floor as in the
furnace.

The Sunshine furnace is
equipped with a good, big door.
You can put your shovel in and drop the coal just where it is
wanted—no trouble, no taking aim, no missing, no scattering, or
annoyance, .

Everything about the Sunshine furnace is on the same scale
of thoughtfulness. N .
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So soon as the third Republic was |
established it began 1ts reaction ag-|
ainst the seemingly definite measures |
of progress that had been attained.
Its action was the resuit of a two- |
fold influence: of the anu'-religioul!
passions which animated it from the 1.
very moment of its establishment, |
and of the Napoleonic tradition, the| H
persistent influence of wkich 1 have |
already indicated. Twenty-five years | g

have now passed since that first at-|
tack was made on the liberty ol;
Christian education. Then as now |
political circumstances provide the
necessary opportunity and justific-
ation for the campaign. Immediately |
‘' alter the election which resulted in |
the defeat of the monarchial and re- |
ligious parties, Marshal MacMahon, |
who had been their leader in the fray |
was compelled to resign the Presid- |
ency of the Republic. ‘

Intoxicated by success, the leaders
of the Republican party, henceforth
masters of the country, wished to
retaliate  on their adversaries. M. | eosesmmm— —
Gambetta, in - a celebrated phrase,
provided the new policy with a
party ¢ry which was destined to re-
sound far and wide: ‘‘Clericalism,
that is the enemy!'' His notion was
to present his policy to the country !
notp as a poli?y of hostility to re- At the same time the tacit consent .tfs‘ant_ churches, leaves the Roman
ligion, but merely as one of repres- ©f successive Ministers permitted :(athol.u's o e d
sion directea against the electoral ac- the reconstitution of the proscribed | their liberty, and has, in consequence,
tivity of the clergy. It certainly Congregations, and the colleges | merited and received their approba-

— e it which they had founded continued, in | tion. If the French Catholics, in view
was an ingenious cry, inasmuch as it y ) of the direction which was given to

noble or generous use made of liber- [opinion. This is proved clearly en-
ty, which, though curtailed and sup-  ough by the recent education bill,
ervised, vet preserved its most es- | which strongly maintains the princi-
sential feature. ple of sectarian education, but at the
same time, while favoring the Pro-

apparently spared the religious feel- the hands of lay proprietors; their o T : ,
ings of a large section of the popu- educational work with the assist- | Public education, failed to prevent
lation, but the perfidiousness of it ance of some of the members of the application of the new sysiém to

the country at large, were th¢y not
bound to demand complete liberty to
give, in any case to their own chil-
dren, that type of education which
is in conformity with the tenets of
their faith, and to provide them with

was bound to be exposed before those bodies. TPre few Catholic uni-

long. As a matter of fact, as \crsitles,.though limitegi 't(')a curricu-

events have proved in the past and lum devoid of all possibility of ex-

now prove more clearly than ever, Pansion owing to the fact that the

in spite of the cloak of pretense with conduct of examinations and the con-

\ which it is attempted to hide the ferment of degrees was a State
truth, it is rcally Catholicism which monopoly, sueceeded ir maintaining

\Jis attacked under the name of Cleri- their various chairs. The ever-
calism. increasing confidence which they in-

During the whole course of the cam- spired in the middle classes as well

paign which was then initiated as ;n the larlstgfracy. -~ ropubl;‘cag
against the religious Congregations, circies no less than in those Wwhich | .

its was the princli!ple of thegrrigzht to  still preserved the monarchical tra- . to act, and as I l].fl,‘e shown, the le-

teach which came in for all the hard dition, and the numerical increase of | Eislators of 1882 and 1886 proved

knocks. M. Jules Ferry proposed to the pupils of the primary schools, | that they”un(?t'r.stood, to some ex-
deprive all the so-called ‘‘unauthoriz- bear striking witness to the existence tent at a e'\ents', the eustence_ ‘nl

ed Congregations” of that right; and ©of that moral and intellectual need that duty by leaving the Catholics a

though his proposal—which was not to which, in the eyes ol a large sec-

only repudiated by the Catholics, tion,k of the population, g-du(-atxonal

but owing to the influence of M. liberty responds. The existence of
Dufaure and M. Jules Simon, pro- that need was all the more self-evi-

duced a veritable unheaval by the dent owing to the fact that the fu-

Senate, its painful eflects were felt tility of the eflort which had  been

when the Government, as a substi- made, under cover of the neutraliza-

tute for actual legislation, issued tion of the Government schools, to

. prospective edicts against the mem- reassure the Catholic conscience, be-
bers of the Congregations. These re- came every day more flagrantly
pressive measures were initiated in conspicuous. In spite of all philo-

\ 1880, and marked tihe beginning of 'Sophical efiorts, of all pedagogic for-
the religious crisis which was revived Mmulas, of all pamphlgt:s.' manuals and

four years ago ».ter a long period of lectures, the impossibility of estab-

calm. lishing for masters and pupils alike

a clear and practical basis of mgra:-
~In any case M. Jules Ferry had 1Y, independent of all belief and all
great statesmanlike qualities, and Treligious sanetion, became clear to
when, on the' death of Gambetta in 2. In the lecture rooms of the
1883, he became leader of the Repub- Yarious faculties the diversity of doc-
lican party, he understood that no  {rines was unceasingly on the in-
government of a country in which CT¢as¢; from the dregs of spmtual}
religious belief still possesses such 15T to the various hypf.)t,heses' 0
a powerful influence could make shift Yolution and transmutation, every-
with a policy, of violent repression. !hing had its ~turn; the so-called
He undertook the task of making State method of instruction was in
possible to some extent the co-exist. COUrse of utter pulverization. In the

i colleges, education was thrown on its
$96s 61 She right to Sedeh and of o beam ends by this confusion of ideas

the fulfilment? Every person of good
faith, or who is in the least degr(-c
animated by a spirit of equity, will
unhesitatingly recognize the fact that
it was their right and their duty so

proceeded to utilize with a natural
and legitimate alacrity.

exercise by the Catholics of  their
comparative freedom, the radical and
socialistic section of the Republican
party, taking advantage of the cir-
cum- tances which had been brought
about by the Dreyfus afiair, and re-
viving in a more violent form the
movement which had been initiated
by Gambetta and Jules Ferry, but
which good sense and matire reflec-
tion had almost immediatel¥ toned
down, suddenly imposed on the coun-
try a despotic and openly un-Chris-
tian policy, the direction of which
was assumed, to his misfortune, hy
M. Waldeck-Rousseau. The law of
1901 was the expression of that pol-
icy, the only apparent object of
which was to oblige all religious as-
sociations to apply to the Legislature |
for avthorization on pain of - dissolu-
tion ana of seeing their property
seized and sold; but in reality the
spirit of the law went infinitely fur-
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o B s gy ron o ofland by the futility of oficial meth- |ther. ~One of the principal orators
completely secularized both O M ods. A gigantic parliamentary in- Of the Socialist party, M. Rene Vi-

d Rty dnd h 33 e~ quiry, directed with authoritative | uiani, gave this to be understood in
EADGS suhjects teachers, aud de- the _most frankly audacious manner

ability and wide-minded impartiality 1 - m
by M. Ribot, the most eloquent par- | When he proved the impossibility of
orator of the Moderate | taking steps against the congrega-

several times Minis- tions without at the same time at-
the tacking the Church for the reason
that they are to one another ‘‘as the
blood is to the flesh’” ; and he pro-
ceeded to repudiate the empty dis-
tinction drawn between clericalism
3 el "and Catholicism, and to give back

! 3 ed the strength, the prestige, and the 1, the primary schools the disease ' (fambetta’s formula its true and
authority of the University in every was of a still more aggravated ©Tiginal meaning by pointing to the

possible manner, others decreed and form, more deep-set, more brutally Catholic Church and saying: ‘‘That
organized the absolute secularization d(-ﬁn('*d Only too often the teachers 18 the enemy.”” - His speech was the
{ of public popular education; that is in the ‘pubh'(' schools, being subject to dominating feature of the entire de-
¢ lo say, of the educational system to political influences of the most ad- bate, and the fight entered on a new
i the maintenance of which the whole ¢anced type, violated every rule of phase. It passed above and beyond
body of taxpayers contributes. The peutrality to an ever-increasing ex- the congregations and involved not

primary schools belonging to the ant Outrages on the Catholic only the Catholic Church, but the
_ State to which the ministers of reli- (aith even on the very foundations of Christian faith itself, and therewith
; i gion had hitherto been given access, religious belitf, were innumerable, the verv foundations of spiritual’\lib-
: which in many cases were confided ot moral instruction only but lec- €rty. When the debate ended, in the
i B to the care of instructors who were .res on history, on botany, on zool defeat of the Catholics and the Lib-
. members of the Congregations, and ogy, provided at every turn the op- erals, it was evident that it isarked

’ in which religious instruction formed poriunitv for an attack. Under ev- the inception of a war to the knife

! B part of the curriculum, were declared ery possible circumstances a declared against Christianity and liberty. On

: ¥ to be thenceforth, in theory at all } iility against every form of posi- the last day of the discussion 1 ad-

events, entirely neutral; that i8 %0 tive religion manifested itself in the dressed M. Waldeck-Rousseau from

& i say, that though they were denuded ,..ic of the ‘official teaching body. the tribune of the Chamber of Depi-
5 s Lo of all' sectarian characteristics though | p{ Ferdinand Buisson, one of our lies, and gave vent to my gloomy

even the idea of their duties toward ot conspicuous contemporary poli- forebodings in these words: ‘T wait
God was no longer imparted to the ' yjjans, who, by virtue of his official 10 see what will happen so soon as
pupiis, though the moral instruction posit{o'n at the Ministry of Public the law is put into execution. In
given was not allowed to be based on | [netruction, was for many years the order to preserve your majority and
any form ol definite beliei, at all re;l organi'zer of the so-called ‘‘lay”’ to keep 'v()urse" in power you will be
events assurances were given that no | equcational system, and who is to- compelled, now thag you have opened

word should ever be utieredgn those | emies of the flood-gates to let yoursell be
day the ringleader of the en , borne along bv the tide, no matter

schools which might shock or alarm | ¢ i i w a
the ‘faith of a child or of his fam- 1%1\,!";:3'5“:::] i:\m:;ufx::g:l:tanrto‘:ook. how far it may carry you."”
ily. | entitled, ‘‘Religion, Morality and (To be Continued.)
\Science: Their Conflict in the Field
To put the matter in a sentence, | of Contemporary Education,” the fol-
thetbe:tlg:tl;ﬂ vromo tl:e pelop(i; ‘ Iowling aignbiﬂcan:‘ wor(::;.u YA
ate was not only of ©  “In all this story a a
;Tl sectarian admixture, but even of | the world which Catholic ,dogma pre-
the most elementary religious con- gsents to us, there is not one single
ception; assuredly \an audacious pro- ' word which does not provoke, I will
position, and one which was well pot say indignation, for, in order to
(-‘al(-yla_ted to disturb an@ terrify all pe indignant, one would have to be-
Christian  consciences: We must )ieve, but a mute and melancholy de-
note, however, for it is essential to a ' pial. * * * With its ideas about the

clear comprehension of what is tak-;n(-m-sit_»' of redemption and of expia-

voted all his energies to the reol-
ization of that svstem. The par- . Sary
ty in power followed his lead and -iamentarv
faithfully seconded his eflorts. The PArtY. Who was 8o okt o t
execution of the task that he had un- | 'ef, made clear to al ”:5‘ . £ the
dertaken was the great achievement | '°TY mom(.-n_tv ofht-he e atey '
of the Republic of that period. present crisis, the bankrupt('_\. S0 jo

speak, of the $*ate education sys-

¥ tem.
While some of the new laws increas-
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A law was recently enacted some-
where against ladies trailing long
skirts in the streets. Dr. Casagran-
di, of Rome, has just tested the va-
lue of such daring legislation He
employed a number of women wear-
ing long skirts to walk for one hour
through the thoroughfares of the city,

; A t n i and after their promenade he took
ing place to-day, that the laws which | tory sacrifice the Christian and mor- | these dresses and submitted them to

from® 1882 to 1886, gave eflect to [al system presents nothing more|a careful bacteriological examina-
that proposition proclaimed the lib- por Jess than a coarse ideal.against [tion. He found on each skirt larg:
erty of private instruction, subject,  which our consciences revolt and' glonies of noxious germs, including
however, to university control. | which would throw us back two Jhou- | those of influenza, tuberculosis, ty-
” | sand years. The only possible re-|phoid fever, and tetanus, and numer-
This was the svstem which eighteen sult of all rational education must {oys other bacilli, which alsc were
vears ago was forced after a series of past into the irreligion of the fu- | represented on each skirt. That wo-
memorable struggles, upon the Catho-  ture.” men sbould willingly submit them-
lies, who after loyally .fighting | —_— » selves to the filth, to say nothing of
against its imposition courageously | s there a single Christian worthy | the possible danger of trailing .
acdented  the accomplished fact. | of alone a Catholic, | has 1 been a wonder to sensible

the name, let
Christian schools, founded them is -to such neople » the “Family Doctor”).
" the Frics of oemtiderabic Tvialig | lsry of s tiie ot Siarivn, or | THS Sodiney Shtiy st Which. Bk
onseauences which it must have for
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in complete enjoyment oif |

instructors of a nature to guarantee |

After fiftden vears of unguestioned 'history and
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Rev. Prof. F. Droste, Boele West-
phalia, writing in The Catholic Times
says the Prussian Diet has adopted
nearly unanimously a resolution call-
'ing on the Prussian Government to
introduce in Parliament a Bill on
the Primary Schools, which embodies
almost the same principles as the
pew English Education Act: The
Kolnische Volkszeitung,'’ the lead-
(ing German daily Catrolic paper,
gives the text of the resoiution and
the speeches made in Parliament on
the occasion, as well as opinions of
|tbe Press. 1 shall not attempt to
Ilranslatc the text of the resolution
verbatim, as it is very difficult read-
| ing in German legal and Parlia-
| mentary language, but allow me to
| describe it for your readers as well
|as 1, a foreigner, can. The Bill to
be introduced in the Prussian Parlia-
[ment will solve the important ques-
|tions of who has to pay for the ex-
| penditure on the primary schools;
[that is to say, the expense of erect-
|ing, furnishing, repairing, heating,
| ventilating, and lidmn; the neces-
| sary buildings, the salaries of the
the teachers and attendants, the
amount mecessary for cleaning,books,
baths, ete., for poor children, and so
lon; in one word, who will have to

| bear

'THE COST OF PRIMARY EDUCA- |
I
|

[ TION,

and what will be the character of the
instruction as to the denomination of |
| teachers and pupils. Hitherto the|
expense of the primary schools ini
Prussia has been borne by the muni-
cipal, urban and rural corporations, |
il they were wealthy enough to do,
so, otherwise two or more (as a
rule, village) corporations were com- |
bined in bodies called ‘“‘school socie-
ties,” similar to the old English
School Boards in rural districts, the
(Government taking no part in paying
costs. By the new Bill the school
societies will be entirely abolished,
and the municipal corporations will
be the only bodies

to provide
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Owing to the increased price of flour and the other materials neces-

sary for makin
bad an interview with Mr. H, C,

far as

Bakery on Bathurst 8t relative to the price,

bread, and also being interested in the cost per loaf, I

Tomlin, proprietor of the Toronto

e was aware there was no intention to increase the price at the

present time, and he also said he hoped flour would not advance higher,

mlklng it necessary an his part to increase the cost per loaf,
to know this as 1+ use Tomlin’s Bread in preference to others,

please
some of which arc very good.
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1 was very

Signed,
A CITIZEN,

Mr, Tomlin told me as %
:
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which will have . i
for all school expenses
and requirements. In poor districts ‘ I,

MANUFACTURERS OF THE

the Government will supply any defi-
ciency, no matter what the denomina-
| tion or the degree of efficiency of the
schools. The payment of all school
expenditure is to be made out of the
general rates; there will be no more

CELEB

RATED

I special school rates in future, if the | e [
Bill to be introduced becomes law.

The second all-important principle of | -

the resolution to be embodied in a|

corresponding Bill and to be made
| the law of the land is, that all pri- |
| mary schools, if possible, ‘

| MUST BE DENOMINATIONAL.
| That is to say, not only have the

small modicum of liberty, which they | {eachers to pe of the same denomina-

tion as the pupils, but also the local
inspectors (who are, as a rule, the
clergy), the religious instruction, the
reading books—in fact
all books that can be denomination-
ally colored. The Feasts are to be
kept and worskip to be conducted in
the church of the denomination, and
s0 on. Everything must be strictly |
denominational. As to the teachers,
they are brought up and instructed
in denominational teachers' seminar-
ies. ¢ A representative of the Bishop
is present at their final examination
and examines them in religious sub-
jects, and at their installation later
on he swears them in. They aic
also continuously supervised by ‘the
parochial clergy with regard to
their  religious and moral conduct
and their methods of instructing and
treating their pupils in religious and
moral mafters. For this right to
have the pest possible denomina-
tional schools coreligionists—I mean
the members of, the same denom-
ination in any place—will in future, |
by law, not have to pay a penny
more than if they were undenomina-
tional. Hitherto where they escaped
the need of extra payment it was on.
ly by favor. As readers of the .Ca-
tholic Times know, two-thirds of the
inhabitants of Prussia are Protes- |
tants and one-third is Catholic. Gen-
erally speaking, there are only these
two denominations, as the few Jews
and Old Catholics do not count
Moreover, some parts of Prussia are
almost entirely Catholic., The de-

nominations are mostly mixed in
large towns and industrial centres, |
Therefore it is not very difficult in

Prussia to make the primary schools
denominational; not at all so difficult
as in England; where there are more
| denomvinations.  But still there are
in Prussia, especially in rural  dis-
tricts with a sparce population some
cases in which it seems impussible to
keep the schools strictly denomina-
tional on account of the heavy costs

have to make daily. As the same
difficulty is experienced in England,
I need not say more about it. In
such cases undenominational schools
are more or less a necessity. In
those cases, however, according to
the resolution mentioned, the pupils
of the different denominations must
still have denominational religious in-
struction,

TO BE PAID FOR

RATES.

The teachers are ordinarily of the de-
nomination of the majority of the
pupils, but the teachers in the reli-
gion of the minority can, in such
cases, be fully occupied with instruc-
tion in other school matters in order
to keep down the cost of religious in
struction. The resolution of the
Prussian Diet speaks also about oth-
er excéptions that are to be allowed.
The Province of Nassau, which after
the swar with Austria in 1866 was
annexed by Prussia, has always had
undenominational schools. As the
resolution for that reason wishes
them to be continued as such, the
1 Centre Party of the Prussian Diet,
and with them the Catholic papers,
ask why that state ol things should
be perpetuated simply because it has
been so before and is therefore an his-
torical fact. It will now be the
Fpusiness, not to sav the strict duty,
of the Catholics ' of Nassau to say

if they prefer

ouUT OF THE

schools to denominational ones, ‘Fin-
ally the resolution makes another ex-
ception, viz., for national §

» are to be

or the long journeys the pupils wou]d|

undenominational™

{ence will be this:
| or Parliamentary
'throw many

| Lastly the resolution says that, be-
' sides the municipal councils, separ-

! the Church, the

| SUPERVISE THE OPERATION OUF

l

TORONTO.

ONTARIO

erected there. Of course the Centrc:
and )he Polish parties object (o
this clause as an attempt to Ger-
manization. The state of things
provided for in the resolution men-
tioned and accepted by the Centre
Party has hitherto prevailed more |
or less de facto in Prussia, thanks
to the

SPLENDID PARLIAMENTARY |
WORK OF THE CENTRE |
PARTY. |

In future it will become de jure, that I
is to say, it will be the cogent law
of the land. The important differ-
another Ministry
majority might
difficulties in the way
of the Catholics, if their locus stan-
di were a precarious one. But in
future, if the pupils of the minority
in undenominational schools reach a
certain number (the exact number is
to be fixed in the Bill to be brought
in), their parents can demand by
law, and not, as to-day; by the
grace of the Government officials,
their own denominational school.

ate school deputations in towns and
school presidencies in rural districts
are to be elected for the adminis-
tration of school matters, in which
municipal corpora-
teaching body are re-
presented. Perhaps the best way to
describe those bodies in English
would be to call them ‘‘School Con-
sulting Committees.”” They would
consist, say, for instance, in a bor-
ough, of the Catholic rector, the
Weslevan minister, the vicar of the
Church of England, trree members of
the Borough Council, and three mem-
bers of the teaching stai. They are
not at all what Enc¢'ish schoo! man-
agers are. They have.nothing to do
witY merey and religious matiers
except of course that they can make
proposals and

tion, anda the

THE LAW.

( But there are many other general

d local interests of the primary
schools with which they are legally
competent to deal.. What I have
written will give an idea of the char-
acter of the unexpected resolution
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voted in the Prussian Diet. Perhaps
I may be asked what the mention of
the ‘‘Par. 24" of the Prussian
Constitution in the resolution means.
The wording of that paragraph is
this:  ‘“The religious denomina-
tions administer their own affairs.”
That is constitutional law, but it is
only a principle of law which must.

and by-laws. No doubt the English
people Pkave the same (written or
unwritten) principle in their Consti-
tution. The new English Education
Act is partly an attempt to put
that principle in practical operation
as far as primary schools are con-
cerned.  Although the above prin-
ciple was made a written law of
the Prussian charter more than Palf
a century ago, it never has been le-
gislated on in school matters, bhe-
cause . the Government and the dif-
ferent  parties -and denominations
could not agree. Although the Prus-
sian schools in general are consid-
ered good and, efficient ones, sia
has no legai Education Agt,

sures passed in Parliament for ™t
schools. The whole matter has h
erto  been altogether regulated by
vthe Government alone, the Centre
Party continlo‘:uly struggling to in-

duce them to

FULL JUSTICE

A

ed possible. That was the fearful
'time, when the Prussian National
Liberals were in power in Parlia-

Jment. ‘But now they are so reduced

in number and power that they
themselves thought it a wise policy
to take a part in forming and vot-
ing the resolution mentioned. The

be made applicable by special laws . history of the development of the

Prussian primary schools proves clear-
ly that the Prussian Catholics,
though in the minority, owe the fa-
vorable results achieved in Church
and school matters entirely to the
Centre Party. 1 was, therefore, glad
Lo see several times a proposal made
in your valuable paper to organize
the English Catholics in the same
way for the same purpose.- On ac-
count of the smallness of the minor-
ity in which they are the English
Catholics would not, of course, be
,able to send - many Catholic members
to the House of Commons; but there
may be many constituencies where
they have casting votes and where
they can utilize them, as is done in
manv Prussian constituencies, ¥hen
the Catholics are in the minority ) to
make the candidate who desires
their votes promise to work and vote
in the House of Commons for denom-
inationa schools. ~ -

——————
Death Comes to All.—But it need

to the claims of the Catholics. There

-
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