
FIXE INSURANCE IN CANADA IN 18BS.

In this issue of The ('iikonk i.k we have the pleas
ure to publish a Table showing the result of the Fire 
business in Canad for the year ending December 31st, 
iXi«, with comparative results for the years 181/2 to 
18.>8.

estimate them, in order to make up our average. The 
figures are very satisfactory. The loss ratio is the 
smallest since 1889, the average being 56.02, to which, 
if 30 per cent, be added for expenses, a fair profit 
would be earned. The total premiums arc $8,125,498. 
while the total losses arc $4,552,161. The loss ratio, 
aseragc from 15 per cent, in the case of the Victoria 
Montreal on new btis ness transacted from May 15th 
to December 31st, up to 71 per cent. The statistics 
are worthy of perusal.

We have to thank the Companies for their 
courtesy in furnishing their figures. This Table will
enable them to know the result about two months be
fore the Government statements are published. Unfor 
Innately we did not receive the figures of the Quebec, 
Connecticut and Hartford, consequently we had to
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in 1898 aggregated $378,700,000, and $193196,000 is 
attributable to the fall in prices of South African 
Mines. It is, however, remarkable that all along the 
hue of 335 securities all but 1 increased in value lie 
tween Dec., 1898, and May, 1899, and from May 
to December, 1899, all but 1 decreased in value. The

inference seems clear that, when the war ceases to de 
press the money market the movement from Decern 
ber, 1898, to May, 1899, will probably recommence,and 

a large recovery will be made of the losses in aggn 
gate values which occurred in the second half of la>t 
year.
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