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THE MORMON PROBLEM—A
CRITICISM,

By Rev. John J. Cameron, M.A.

Attention has recently been drawn to
the “Mormon Problem” hy a letter
which appeared In the columns of the
Winnipeg Telegram by the Rev. Dr.
Pringle, In which he deals with sev-
eral matters affecting the well-being
of the country. As compared with the
Doukhobors, he writes: “We have
much more reason to fear the Mormon
Naturalized or not, he ls an allen. To
him we are all Gentlles, His moral
standing is low, and his settlement In
our land is a blot upon our Western
life.”” We fear the tendency of such
remarks will be, to stir up religious
strife, to arjuse prejudice, to sow seeds
of discord in communities, where hith-
erto peace and harmony have prevall-
ed, and make future and further ef-
forts for moral reform more difficult.
A residence of nearly three years In
the “Mormon Belt” as pastor of u
Preshyterian (unlon) church has af-
forded us unique opportunities for
forming a just estimate of the Mor-
mon people. As a result of onr ohserv-
ations we must say that while there
may be some reason to fear Mormon-
ism as a system, there ls no reason
why we should fear the Mormon. The
proverblal “horns” which he was sup-
posed to possies, disappear upon clos-
er Intercourse. e fs better than his
creed, and even his creed. as a result
of his new environmert. Is losing eome
of it more repnlsive features. Tt s
moreover, only hy a culnable ahnse of
language, rhat he can be reearded as
an “allen.’” for the maftority of the
Mermon neople have heeome naturnl-
fzed and helong to the same race that
we do, heing largelv of Pnelish, a few
of Scottish bMrth or narentage, and
mostly all of Anglo-Saxon orlgin. Tt
f= true he sometimes spenks of other
Christian bodies as “Gentlles”—a term
of renroach—Afirst apoced to al’ non
Mormons. in the affensive sen . hv
one of thelr go-called pronhets.  The
term. however, i& now seldom ueed,
and really has no more animus than
the term “Mormon.” which we more
frequently apply to them. The term
as used hv the Mormon, had its oriein
In the alleged cruel treatment the
Mormons recefved at the hands of an
Tinols mob whom they leld responsi-
hle for the death of Joseph Smith, thelr
founder. and whom thev looked unon
no doubt unfustly, as representing the
fealing of the Church and nation re-
garding that act. Thelr long fsolation
in Utah, whither they fled, and where
they finally established themselves
where they grew up and multiplied,
and where thelr peculiar views fre-
quently brought them Into econfliet
with the U".8. Government has tend-
ed to Intensify their prefudice against
other Christian hodles. TRut sneh e
olation 1s no longer possible in this
age of rallways, newspapers and mis-
slon churches. when. as never hefore.
the most remote parts of the earth
are being brought within whisperine
dlstance of each other. As a result of
co-edueation and soclal and commer-
clal Intercourse with Christian people
who are pouring In, misunderstandinge
are being removed, bigotry and nre-
judice are disappearing, and the Mor-
mon people are now co-operating with
others in all that makes for the soclal,
moral and material development of the
nation. To allege that thev are a
“blot upon our Western life” is no
longer true. nor is it true that thelr
“moral standing.” whatever it has hee.
In the past, 1s “low."” Polygamons
marriages, even in Utah, we are in-
formed on the hest authority, are
rapidly declining, while in Southern
Alberta they are practieally unknown
There I8 a growing feellng in  the
more intelligent Mormon  clrcles
againet polygamy. The “soclal evil”
does not exiet. Saloons are unknown,

bar-rooms bums are conspicuous by
their absence, and the Mormons #2+ a
whole, may be justly characterize, as
a sover, Industrious and law-ablding
people. Upon thelr own confession,
thelr soclal and moral status has im-
proved by their coming to Canada.
Nothing is to be gained hy a policy
of Indiseriminate denunciation. The
most effectual way to destroy error is
to proclaim the truth. The experiencs
of the past has shown that the surest
way of reaching and Influencing a
people 18 not by antagonizing them,
nor by offensively parading their
shortcomings before the world, but by
glving them credit for any effort they
honestly put forth to improve thelr
condition, by emphasizing the points
we all hold In common, and using
these as stepping stones to  hetter
mutual understanding, further im-
provement and more commanding in-
fluence. Any other course, we feel
convinced, would only tend to widen
the breach bhetween different classes
of the community, to foster a spirit of
narrowness and exclusiveness which
is already too prevalent, and to pre-
vent that assimilation of the nations
and peoples who enter our land, which
Is g0 essentlal to thelr unification, and
to the complete and harmonious de-
velopment of our soclal and national
life.
Raymond, Alta

SELFISHNESS THE CAUSE OF UN-
HAPPINESS.

These are the words of a woted
preacher: “Whv are =0 many marr!.
ages fallures? The foundation of trou-
ble is selfishness. Tt seems a strange
reason, vet 1t is the fundamental ren-
son. The man that s addlcted to
Arink 1 a selfishman. He knows his
wife's heart Is hreakinre. He has tak-
en her from a good family, she has
made a sacrifice to marry him and he
has promised to love her even to
Adeath Therefare he should reason
‘Tt T love my wife T will do nothing
to make her shed tears or hring sorrow
to her heart'

“S8ome men are ‘gronnchv.’  They
come home and don't sav a word. Thev
are cross, sullen, eat thelr supper in
sflence and read the paper. Somethine
Is wrong with them. Sometimes ghey
®o alone to the theatre, for they are
selfish. Tf they want to oo to the thea-
tre they should take thelr wives and
familles.

“Let me advise you young people to
marry voung. Marry a good wife who
can cook and do housework. Girls who
can paint faney work or dlshes, hut
who ean’t cook a meal are ornaments.
T care not whether the girl he rich or
poor.

“Young man, make vour wife yonr
hanker. Don't say you can't get mar-
ried bhecause you can't support her.
You will have more monev If you are
married than If you remaln single.

“Married life should he the happlest
life. Tinderstand, everyone has faults
and peculiarities. Forget SELF, treat
your wife lovingly; let your happiness
be her happiness. Trials may come,
but in the midst you will have an un-
seen hand support you.

“Gentlemen, you can do mueh to
make home a reallty. Try.”

As an agrienltural country France
makes un excellent showing. Fer
crops vielded this vear: Wheat 16,296,
00 acres, 360,208,000 bushels; slin
(mixed grain) 255,600 acres, 7,117,000

© bushels: rve 3,008,000 acres, 0,580,000

hnghels.  The corr a final fig-
urcg for 1908 were: Wheat 16,221,000
acres, 316,687,000 hushels, maslin 353,-
000 acres, 8,416,000 bushels: rye 3,075,000
acres, 51,602,000 bushels. Trance I8 a
country In which peasant proprietor-
:lh.l'y; shows its effect in the crop sta-
8.

A MODERN YOUNG MAN.
“Delta,” In Lutheran Observer.

Danlel began right. “A good be-
ginning a bad ending” has been often
disproved. It has been oftener the
prophecy of a successful life and a
gloous exit from the world. “As
the twig Is bent, the tree's inclined,”
would be nearer the truth. It Is hard
to get on the right road after hav-
ing started on the wrong one. Those
who get in the rut of wrong busi-
ness or relig thod 1l
twist off wheel or shaft before they get
out. It takes bravery to face the ery
of Inconglstency or Incompetency. At
least nine-tenths of those succeedinz
in the world started well.

Danlel from childhood up had sound
sense In religlons matters. He was
ralsed religlously and never got over
it. He was a praylng young man.
Some think It unmanly in the young
to be religlons. Danlel dld not. “A
plous young man"—he cared nothing
for that taunt. Tle carried religion
into his business affalrs and proved
the possibility of leading a consistent
Christlan life and still prospering in
worldly affalrs. T am asure Danlel
read his Bible—how else could be
know what God 4id and Ald not de-
mand In the matter of eating and
drinking? He meditated on Divine
things while Alspatching his duties as
prime ministar of RBabylon.

Danlel In his house, Daniel In the
store, Danlel on *he street, Danfel be-
hind the ~ounter, Danfel on the min-
isters' hench, always had a window
open toward Jerusalem. Many sald
he was foolish, old-fogey, ete., infur-
Ing his prospects for future prefer-
ment, ete. But Danlel means “Judge
of God” and Danfel judged a God-
fearing course would be no hindrance
The sequel showed be judged rightly.
TIf a man cannot “shine In soclety”
and maintain his religion, NDanfel had
no ambition whatsver to be one of the
“400." Pegin plously. T plty the
voung man who pute off becoming
religlous till later in life. One can
not he plons a moment too soon, You
must be moral now, moral next week,
next month and next year—all the
way.  Danlel's religion, too, was, as
Matthew Arnold recommends, “touch-
ed with emotion.” That is, he found it
necessary to hellave with all his goul
in the help—the indispensable help
and salvation of the Almighty. If
Daniel had not been thus religlous—
T will not say merely moral—at fif-
teen, T am safe In saying he would
never have heen any wise near the
prémisrship of his adopted country.

Danfel vas a model of principle and
rrudence, with fdeas of his own: he
414 not when In Rome “always do as
the Romans 414" Wvervbody ate of
the king's Adalntles if—they could.
Danlel never. He coul not compro-
mise his principles and partake of
what had been first offered to idols.
Tt took courage to even
than when much later in lfe, he re-
fused to worshlp the image of Baal
and was cast to the lons. Fortune
was fust heginning to smile. What!
Aash with one stroke of the hand the
cup of lazzling worldly -mccess al-
realy lifted to his Mps?
it was the test of the real character
within him and Danfel was eaqual to
It, and so worthy of further confidence.
His principle. ton, was enhanced by his
prudence.  He ralght have been all
bluster and blun'ly glven offence,
connting opposition and inviting in-
evitahle defeat. No. He elvilly asks
for a test, all the while consclous »f
heing in ths right, yet not rash. He
recognized there may he a wrong way
of doing a right thing. “Dare to be a
danfel,” to have

Danfel s a fine specimen of de-
cislon and self-control. Not 'ul:;-




