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THE MORMON PROBLEM—A 
CRITICISM.

Py Rev. John J. Cameron. M.A. a eouer.

Attention has recently been drawn to the|r ^Hal and moral status
the ' Mormon Problem" hy a letter proved by their coming
which appeared In the columns of the Nothing is lo be gained
Winnipeg Telegram hy the Rev. Dr. rf Indiscriminate denunciation. The
Pringle, In which he deals with sev- most effectual wsy to destroy error Is
eral matters effecting the well-being to proclaim the truth. The experience
of the country. As compared with the of thf. pir*, he|l ghown that the surest
Doukhohirs. he writes: "We have way Cf reaching and Influencing a
much more reason to fear the Mormon. people Is not by antagonizing them.
Naturalized or not, he Is an alien. To nor by offenslx’ely parading their
Mm we are all Gentiles Ills moral shortcomings before the world, hut hy
standing Is low. and his settlement In giving them credit for any effort they

lend Is a Mot upon our Western honestly put forth to Improve their
We fear the tendency of such condition, by emphasizing the points

up religious we all hold In common, and using
ce, to sow seeds these ns stepping stones to better
les. where hitH- mutual understanding, further Im-

ertn peace and harmony have prevail- provement and more commanding In
ert, and make future and further ef- fluence. Anv other course, we feel
ferts for moral reform more difficult. convinced, would mih tend t-> widen
A residence of nearly three years In the t,reach between dlfT
the "Mormon Belt" as pastor of a nf the community, to foster a spirit of
Preahvterlnn (union) church has af- narrowness and exclusiveness which
forded us unique opportunities for 
forming a Just estimate of the Mor
mon people. As a result of our observ
ations we must say that while there 
may be some *eason to fear Mormon- 
Ism ns a 
why we s
proverbial "horns" whlrth he was sup
posed to piss ms. dlsopnear u 
er Intercourse. He Is better 
creed, and even his creed, as a result 
of his new’ environment. Is losing some 
of Its more

life.
remarks will he. to stir 
strife, to anuse prejudl 
of discord In communtt

erent classes

Is alread

and peoples who enter our land, which 
Is so essential to their unification, and 
to the complete and harmonious de
velopment of our social and national 
life.
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system, there Is no reason 
hotild fear the Mormon. The
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SELFISHNESS THE CAUSE OF UN
HAPPINESS.repulsive features. Tt 1* 

Iv bv a culnahte abuse of words of a noted 
preacher- "Whv ere so msny marri
ages failure»? The foundation of trou
ble Is selfishness. It seems s strange 
reason, yet it Is the fundamental rea
son. The man that Is addicted 
drink Is s selfishman. He knows hi* 
wife's heart Is breaking. He has tak
en her from a good famllv. she has 
made a sacrifice to merry Mm nnd be 
has promised to love her even to 
death Therefore he should reason. 
'Tf T love my wife I will do nothing 
to make her shed tears or hring sorrow 
to her heart.*

"Some men are 'grounchv.' 
come home and don't sev a word. Thev 
are erne*, sullen, eat their supper In 
■Hence and read the paper. Something 
Is wrong with them. Sometimes fhey 
go slone to the theatre, for thev are 
selfish. Tf they want to go to the thea- 

should

These are themoreover, on 
language, rhat he can be regarded as 
an "alien." for the maiorlty of the 
Mrrmon neople have become natural
ized and belong to the same rare the» 
we do. being large 
of Scottish htrth 
mostlv nM of Anglo-Saxon 
Is true he sometimes sneaks 
Christian bodies ss "Oentlles 
nf renmaeh—first 
Mormons. 1n the 
one of tlheir so-called pronhet*.

Iv nf Fnellsh. a few
or parentage.

of other

opened to aV non 
offensive sen hv 

The
term, however, is now seldom used, 
snd really has no more animus than 
the term "Mormon." which 
frequently 
as used hv 
in the alleged cruet 
Mormons received at the bands of an 
Illinois mob whom they held responsi
ble for the death of Joseph Smith, their 
founder, and whom thev looked upon, 
no doubt uniustly, as representing the 
feeling of the Church and nation re
garding that act. Their long isolation 
In TTtâh. whither thev fled, and where 
they finally established themselves, 
where they grew up nnd multiplied, 
and where their peculiar views fre
quently brought them Into conflict 
with the TT.S. Government has tend
ed to Intensify their preludlce against 
other Christian bodies But such is 
olatlon 1s no longer possible in this 
age of railways, newspapers and mis 
slon churches, when, as never before, 
the moet remote parts of the earth 
are being brought within whispering 
distance of each other. As a result of 
co-eduoatlon and social and commer
cial Intercourse with Christian people 
who are pouring In. misunderstandings 
are being removed, bigotry 
Judice are disappearing, and 
mon people are now co-operating with 
others in all that makes for the social, 
morel and material development of the 
nation. To allege that thev are a 
"hint upon our Western life," Is 
longer true.
"moral stand 
In the past.
marriages, even in Utah, we are In
formed on the heat authority, 
rapidly declining, while in Roi 
Alberta they are practically unknown 
There Is a growing feeling in 
more Intelligent 
against polygamy 
does not exlet.
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applv to them. The term 
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"Let me advise you young people to 
marry youn 
can conk an 
can paint fan 
who can't 
T care not whether the girl he rich nr

"Young man. 
hanker. Don't
ried because you can't supnort 
You will have more monev if 
married than if 

"Married life

g. Marry a good wife who 
d do housework. Olrls who 

work or dishes, hut
k a meal are ornaments.

make your wife your 
say you can't get mar

ker.

you remain single, 
should he the happiest 

life. Understand, everyone has faults 
nnd peculiarities Forget SELF, treat 

wife lovingly; let your happiness 
r happiness. Trials may come.

u will have an un-
he he
hut in the midst yo 
seen hand support :

"Gentlemen, you can do much to 
make home a reality. Try."the Mor-

As an agricultural country 
make# nu excellent showing, 
crops yielded this year: Wheat 
non acres. m?0R.000 bushels:
(nr.ized grain) tr,5.«00 acres. 7.117,000 

Polygamous - bushels ; rve t.OCR.OOO acres. 60.Mfl.non
final fle:- 
V5.271.000

Her
16.286.-

♦heirr la It true that
whatever it has bee,, 
low."

Mg."
Is '

bushels. The corresponding 
or. s for 100* were: Wheat 
acres, t10.807.fi00 bushels, masiln RR8.- 
000 acres, *.416.000 bushels: rve 8,078.000 

SI .692,000 bushels
In which peasant proprletor-

tbe acres,
Mormon circles country
The "social evil" ship shows Its effect In the crop rta- 
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