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department of trade throughout the kingdom, tlie d.'rangement of many of 
our industrial operations, and the imperfection of the work produced in con- 
eequence of the intemperate habits of our people, the loss to the nation in 
strength and skill is calculated, on conqieteut evidence, to amount to one- 
”, i of t“e ilggregnte of our productive resources. ” This statement is fur- 
tlier corroborated by the report made by a Select Committee of the British 
House of Commons so far back as 1834. This committee, of which Lord AI- 
thorpe, bit Robert Peel, Mr. J. S. Buckingham, Mr. Hawes, and other dis­
tinguished men were members, estimated that one million out of every six of 
the whole manufactured mineial and agricultural productions of the country 
was the loss sustained by the commerce of the country from intemperance. 
Now-, sir, supposing that in Canada the ravages of intemperance are* not so 
great ; supposing that the loss to the industry of the country is one-tenth, 
llls,t™ of one-sixth ; let us calculate what the loss really is. By the
1 nna7si«we hud tl,atmAc ïjri"u,a industries of this country are carried on by 
1,00», 848 persons. I his includes every person who repoi*d himself as being 
engaged in any occupation whatever. Well then, if one-tenth of the indus- 
trial energy ot the people is lost through intemperance, it follows that one- 
tenth of our working papulation, or 100,000 persons, are non-producers, that 
is, they add nothing to the productive wealth of the country. Sir, I ask the 
nfl'tbo't an attention of the House to this startling fact. Our opponents tell 
us that the prohibition of this traffic would he “an interference with trade."

by sir, it is the existence of the traffic that interferes with trade, and could 
the traffic be stopped effectually, it would add to the industrial wealih of this 
country the produce of 100,000 persons. Let me ask my Hon. friend the

'^1fT,utlon 1 ",|,a1t hr wou,d 8ire if he could a.ld at this present 
moment 100,000 laborers to the population of this country, representing as it 
would, an aggregate population of 400,000 persons. Such an addition to the 
labor capacity ot our country would give a stimulus to trade that would lie 
telt in every branch of industry, aid 1 very much doubt if there would be 
more clamoring for protection, either to manufacturers or agriculture.

But, sir, this is not the only loss to the industry of the country. Another 
great loss is this—that the liquor traffic absorbs a larger proportion of the 
wealth of the country than it gives hbor valw for. The value of any indus­
try to a country consists in three things—the latent resources which it may 
develop the value which it gives to the raw material, and the amount of 
labor which it represents. Now, sir, the liquor traffic develops no latent 
resources, hut the latent resources of evil. 1 have shown in its ultimate re­
sults that it destroys the raw material, and 1 will now show the manner in 
which it absorbs the national wedth withoit absorbing a corresponding 
amount of labor. F rom the report of ( Commissioner Wells, of the U. S. Inland 
Revenue Department, for 186S, we find the number of distilleries to be 1 193 
employing 5,410 hands, or nearly an average of live hands to each distillery! 
in Canada we hive 18 distilleries and 151 breweries, being a total of 169. 
bupposing these employed an average of twelve hands each, this would give 
about 2,000 hinds lor the production of the liquor made or consumed in 

annua. Now, sir, the amount of money paid by the consumer for intoxicating 
drinks will repr, se it the capital actually absorbed by the traffic. To ascertain 
that amount with accuracy is somewhat difficult, but a fair approximation at
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