30 PFancy Goods,

the Cornkill, AU the Year Round, &c., &c., and
we are glad to know that the reduction in the
price of the London [lustrated News is likely to
increase largely  its  circulation in Canada,
The-o tacts present some indications of a change
for the better in the literary taste of Canada.
‘I'hls improvement is in no small degree attri-
butable to the persistont and nowearied exer-
tions of our wholesale importers, and the ad=
vantages which they enjoy in close connection
with firstclass British publishing honses o
hope, and indeed are certain that they will be
well compensated for their efforts.  Tu this con-
nection we ace ghad to notice that we are likely
10 have established amongst us a branch of an
extensive und highly respectable Scoteh firm,
for the purpose ot only of reissuir g in mach
improved style our leading text and school
hooks, bat for the publication of other works of
merit that way offer.  We have loug needed an
eatablistiment of this charscter, and through its
operations wo may bope to see Canadian litera-
tie tako u higher place in the world of letters.
With long experience, ample means. and the
Lest fucilitios ure commanded by the honse in
question, and wo are sure their advent here will
be hailed with pleasure.

The business in stationery has been fairly re—
mugerntive during the year.  The advance in
waterials for paper, as well as o heavy waretax
on the mauutactere itself, has lurgely enhanced
the value of all descriptions in the United
States, independontly of the apparent increase
in price due to the depreciation of the curens
cy.  The consequence is tha , as compared with
the former rates, Americau statiosery s
vully 30 per cent. dearer. We have imported
much less than the usaal wmount, substituting
Koglish goods, which are of a much better class,
1t so happems that the prices of the latter are
tavonting the buyer, as the abolition of the daty
on paper has at length begun 1o cheapen it, Ttis
only recontly that there has boen any docline in
the article, notwithstanding a nuiv ! expectas
tion that when the tax was removed the price
wonld fall,  Speculation and a Jargely enhanced
demand jor cheap poriodicals, only s fow of
which comwparatively have lived beyoud the
yoar, kept the rites up to neatly the old lovel,
until within the past three months I'he
dency s now downward, and we shall hereatter
import stationery viock from the wother conntry
more largely than betore,

I'he tmportations of books for ihe year smount
to $118,826, ngainst $156 812 last year.

The only exclusively wholesale establishment
is that of Mr, Jas. Campbell, Torouto street,
whose stock is always complete in every requi-
sito of the trade.

The following com'ine the wholessle and re-
il business : —

Chewett & Co,

Dredge & Wilson

Holio & Adam,

1. Rowsell & Co.,

. & A, Miller,

Muclear & Co, |

John Young,
K. R Hall,
A. S, Irviog,
Buontin Bros .,
E. MePhail,
Taylor Bros

Jewellery, de.

In blank. books, bookbinding, general sta-
tionery, &c., the Mesers. Brown Bros. conti-
pue to maintain their repatation, and bave con-
siderably sugmentod the trade during the yeer.
they import their stock direct from Earopean
markets, and have every facility for the sues
ceanful prosecution of their trade,

-

FANCY GOODS, JEWELLERY, &ec.

In the above departments’ we have little to
note since our Iast review, The dullness of trade
more or less aflecting all bravches, would natur-
ully be more felt in the fancy than in the staple
department.  Notwithsinnding, our regular
houses here have, we believe, done u fair busi-
ness.  Toronto, on the whole, zeems v mors
than waintain her position o8 a market in the
fancy goods departments. Prior to the war,
Buffslo and other American cities were our
active competitos, but the advance in prices
und the lightress of stocks since held, has mado
this & murket more to be depended on, In
light goods, Toronto pever .ails to compele
successfully with her sister city, Montreal.

1o Jewellery—the demand for gilt snd com-
mon plited sorts bas considerably fallen off, the
uatural result of the glut of American trash,
Our principal houses now chietly supply colour-
ed gold goods for thecity trade, aud medinm
bright gold and gold plated goods ror (he coun-
try trade.

Watches have not been in large demand,
owing to the dulloess of the season. The
mediam grades of English goods have been pos-
sibly more dealt in than formerly—the comwmon
Swiss goods made for the American market
having almost had their day; good Swiss
watches, however, will always find more or less
demand in this conntry.  Tne ** American
Watch” is still supplied to the trade by the
Cauvada agent, Mr, Robert Wilkes, We under-
stand it gives very good satisfaction,

Clocks are still msinly supplied of American
wanufacture ; our retuil bouses, however, dis-
puse of a considerable number of French clocks,
of rich gilt designs, than which no more hand-
some mantle-piece  ornament can  ba had.
Notwithetandivg the large advance in prices
of Conuecticut goods, onr principsl holder here
iuforms us that he still supplies them at former
Thies,

1t is almost needless to enumerate our leading
houses Lere ; nmoug Ihcm, Lowever, as mote
spectally in the above departments, we might
wentiou Kobert Wilkes, of 50 Youge street,who,
haviog s thorough kuowledge ot both the home
and foreign markets, with every facility for
business and recently increased acommodation,
can supply goods in the sbove branches to good
wdvantage  He also dos largely in table nud
pocket cutlery uud other Shefhield goods,

Thomson & Buorus, of Wellingtonsstiest,
always offer & firet-rate assortment of fancy
woods, In convection with & lurge stock of shelf
and heavy hardware, crockery, &c. They can
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