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a flame on the water, was like to have » * him on fire and turned 
her vlear of them. The Iniov rope of the Will vim'.< anehor got lie* 
tween tin* rudder. and the rudder got clear of them. When the 
Mihahitants who had fled into the woods, and had hidden Wdiiml 
the rocks. saw fa jit. fill's courage, they rame down and ajijteared 
in a hodv in arms, which when the French saw. they immediately 
weighed anchor, and set sail, carrying the masters and men with 
them. When alx.ut forty leagues o*T the X. K. coast they gave the 
masters and some of the men a lmat. who in due course returned, 
testifying that the French di-clarcd. that if they had captured Caj>t. 
fill, tliev would not have left house, -tago or goods in the harliou*-. 
All of which i- owing, under the good nr-- of God. to the gallant 
captain. He had otilv one man killed, and three wounded, but 
the eiiemv had several killed and wounded. '

It was «-ertainlv the gallant eondiict of ( ant. fill that saved 
Itonavista. nor does it require a very large stretch of the imag­
ination to picture the terror of the inhabitant' of the quiet town 
more than two hundred vears ago.

The following 'priug. 170.Y the French pirates again apjieared 
iijHin tlie M-ene making another raid <»n the |**aeeful inhabitants of 
the town. Captain Michael fill was not there, and the bu'ine-s of 
defending the town devolved nj*oii George SkefTington. a 
jtiaker l»v religious pmfc'sioii. lie with eighty or ninety of the 
inhabitants had fortified fni*n Island. They had nine cannon 
with which to 'trike terror into the enemy, but SkelTingt«»n - heart 
failed him. and lie surrendering to the enemy, signed a l"»nd. as a 
ransom, to j«iv the sum of £1.000 (four thousand five hundred 
jNMinds) to M. de Mmitiguv a> a guarantee for the protection of 
their homes.

lint this did not end tluir terrorizing cam] «aigu* on other 
settlements, for thev kejit the inhabitant' of Trinity and Con­
ception Bays in «constant terror for the whole of the fishing sea- 
soti. Itonavista must have In-cii an undesirable spot in those event­
ful wars fmni !(!!•' until 1705. But there were no more Frenen 
raids, and the town had re-t after the ea|»itulatinn of George 
Skeffington and the payment of the ransom.


