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gUdto eai away to the Dutch coast; but they were notsafe there, for we sent fire-s]>ips at them, and they hud tocut and run; and then a storm came on, and sunk man'and drove others ashore all around our coasts, evenZ dthe north of Scotland and Ireland. You will see it ahere, boys and, as you know, the price is only one penny."By this ime the sergeant had let down one side of the

ow stool m front for any of those who were not tall enough

ni::^jT'^^^^^ Aconsiderabltnumber of girls and boys had now gathered round forSergeant Wilks and his show were old-established favorites
at Sidmouth and the news of his arrival had traveHed
quickly round the place. Four years before he had atpoared there for the first time, and since then had com^every few months. He travelled round the south-westem
counties Dorset and Wilts, Somerset, Devon, and Cornwall and his cheery good temper made him a general Lvorite wherever he went.

g«"erai la-

He was somewhat of a martinet, and would have nocrowding and pushing, and always made the boys standaside till the girls had a good look; but he never w'edthem and allowed each an ample time to see the pictureswhich were of a better class than ^hose in most tr'avelWpeep shows. There was .ome muunuring at first becausfthe show contained none of the popular mi-dersTnd b oodcurdling scenes to which the people were accustomed
No, the sergeant had said firmly, when the omissionwas suggested to him; "the young ones see quite enZh •

cenes of drunkenness and fighting. When I was a cMdI remember seeing in a peep-show the picture of a womanlying with her head nearly cut off, and her husband witha bloody chopper standing beside her, and it spoiled my
l!!f, ''^'..r'?'

,^°1 ^-^ «f «-t sort of thing for Ser^^6-at ^\uks; he has lought for his country, and' has seen


