AN ALABAMA STUDENT I

be back by the first of the year, so that after this date
he probably resumed practice at Huntsville.

The two papers in Fenner’s Southern Medical Reports
are the only ones I see credited to him. They are
charmingly written and display in every page the wise
physician ; wise not only with the wisdom of the schools,
but with that deeper knowledge of the even-balanced
soul who ‘saw life steadily and saw it whole.’

The Report in vol. i deals with the topography,
climate, and diseases of Madison County. Dr. Fenner
states that it was accompanied by a beautiful map drawn
by the author, and a large number of valuable statistics.

In an historical sketch of the settlement he thus
depicts the early border life:

“The most of those who did not procure homes at
that time, belonged to a class who, from taste or com-

ulsion, had separated themselves from the whites, to
ive on the trail of the Indians; and who, like tigers,
and Judases, were not without their use in the mysterious
economy of nature, They surpassed the natives in

hysical force and in genius, and equalled them in

?erocity. They had the piratical a%petite for gain natural
to the English race, which they had cultivated among
the whites, and they readily acquired the Indian taste
for blood.

*Thus, without any particular standard of morals of
their own, and having fallen out with that which re-
strained their Christian brethren, they found their
interest in adopting the ancient one of Moses and of
the savages among whom they resided—*“An eye for an
eye,” and “ blood for blood ”.

‘These men, like the fabulous Behemoth that lay in
the reedy fens of the early world, drinking up the
abundant waters and eating down the luxuriant forests,
to make way for civilization, have left little more than
a vague tradition of their existence and exploits, the
latter of which has been so embellished that the former
already begins to be doubted.

‘Such a race leave but short records of their diseases.




