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The work cnrriei! on this winter is iiiti-iKl.-"! us iiitro(luot<)r>- to moro rxtonxive

trials. KxixrimrntH of tho sort hIiov." .iiitlin<".l nuist ho coiitiimrd for a nmiibir of

ypors. when .lifforoiit kinds of soiisons nro . Mcoiiiitor.'^l. h«foro tho r.-sults ouii Ik> mn-

sidorwl of nnv RroBt vnlno. The i-iist wint. r's ro-ults »,a,v ho tnkon iis ropn-sontiiiK

what mnv ho oxpo^'tod in nn unusimlly inihl wii.tor fno from sov<ro htorn.s or pro-

lonp-d oohl sp,>lls. How those roailts will oomimro with whnt may ho .ihtauiod in a

oiorc scvoro winter poniains still to he so<'n.

Outdoor Feeding by a Private Owner.

The results nehieved at the Brandon Experimental Fnnn in the one season tried

have heen veriticd over and over aj?ain, year after year on Manitoba farms. 1 he follow-

ing d.'s.riptioii of a number of years' foe<linK near Xewdale prepurwl by Mr. (.rayson.

Mount Pleasant stoek farm, of that plaee, and publishwl in the ^ or West fanner,

shows tlw- method to bo a profitable one even in s<>vere seasons:—

Some fifteen years ap. -Mr. John 15. fook. of Newdalo, in eonnect.ou with the

late Dr. Harrison, built a hirjre ham and started somewhat fxtensivoly into the busi-

ness of winter feediuR of beef cattle. Aftt-r about three years' exiKru-nee during.'

which timi> the, balanw was always on the wron»r si.le of the ledger, .other bun li

of cattle was bought and fed hay in tho shelter of the .scrub which extends alouR he

north side of tiie farm, the intention bcinjr to bring the cattle to the barn as the

weath<>r cot colder. The cattle had access to open wi*er in the raviu.s and appcan-<I

to he doinp so well that they were left out all winter. A small allowance of prain

wa.« added to the hay about March 1. These cattle wore sold early m the summer

and were the first cattle to net their fee<lers a profit. Since that time Mr. took has

continual to feed from sixty to one hun.lriMl head of steers each winter, and the writer,

as well as others, has done .somethiufr along the same line with satisfactory results.

' In this article I propose to give some idea of the work earned on here. In doing

80 I know I shall say things that are at variance with what most of us believe to be

essential to the pro,luction of beef, but I woul.l ask readers to reniember tint what I

nm writing is actual experience and not theory. Years ago Mr. Cook s p.an was to

huv in the fall a bunch of cattle, big. lean stoors and thin cows ami heifers, almost

anything with a large frame that might be ma.le to carry meat. But to-'l"V ""th'"^

is selected but storrs of good beef conformation and weighing from 1.100 to l..i(M»

pounds in the fall, steers that carry a considerable amount of flesh. Experience

Las proved that the fleshy steer is the most profitabfc to winter and makes bc>tter gains

than the leaner one in the bunch, and we r.,rely find a steer so fat from the grass

that he will not stand a finishing spell with grain. Thcs-3 st^-ers have usually been

bought from some regular cattle buyer, a premium being paid for the privilege of

selecting suitable fee<lers.
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' The stwrs are usually bought during October and allowed to run on the f..nns

until winter sets in in earnest. As early as convenient after the steers are bought

thev are dehorned. Tlippers are usv.l for this purpose an.l a handful ot lime is

rresse<l on each stub to assist in checking the bleo.ling. With tho approach of wi-tcr

the steers seek the shelter and straw is drawn to them.

CRITICISMS ANSWEREtX

'I have noticed from questions that have been asked me and from criticisms that

the generally held idea regarding shellvr is, that the cattle retire into the bottom of

some thicklv wooded ravine or into some heavy bush where they would be almost

as much shut in as they might be in some sod buil.ling without windows. Instead

of this the cattle prefer the high open spacer, with just enough scrub to prevent the

snow from drifting over the straw. Tho cattle enjoy th« life and especially enjoy

the sunshiiio »o long as the winds are broken from them.

' Here I may speak of another point and that is the manure. One of my critics

of a previous article seemed to think that it would be out of the question to gather

the manu.'e from among the scrub. Now if straw is fed in a comparatively limited


