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broad R, on every page, or the N. N. at the Tuileries ;

it is to bear the same image and superscription—every

line is to be upon oath : nothing is to be differently

conceived or better expressed than the Editor could

have done it The whole begins in vanity, and ends

too often in dulness and insipidity.

It is utterly impossible to persuade an Editor that

he is nobody. As Mr. Home Tooke said, on his trial

for a libel before Lord Kenyon, * There are two parties

in this cause—myself and the jury ; the judge and

the crier of the court attend in their respective places '

:

so, in every periodical miscellany, there are two

essential parties— the writers and the public ; the

Editor and the printer's devil are merely the mechan-

ical instruments to bring them together. There is a

secret consciousness of this on the part of the Con-

ductor of the Literary Diligence, that his place is on©

for show and form rather than use ; and as he cannot

maintain his pretended superiority by what he does

himself, he thinks to arrive at the same end by

hindering others from doing their best. The ' dog-in-

the-mauger ' principle comes into full play. If an

article has nothing to recommend it, is one of no mark

or likelihood, it goes in ; there is no offence in it If

it is likely to strike, to draw attention, to make a

noise, then every syllable is scanned, every objection is

weighed : if grave, it is too grave ; if witty, it is too

witty. One way or other, it might be better ; and

while this nice point is pending, it gives place, as a

matter of course, to something that there is no question

about
The responsibility, the delicacy, the nervous appre-

hension of the Editor, naturally increase with the

probable effect and popularity of the contributions

on which he has to pass judgment ; and the nearer «

effusion approaches to perfection, the more fatal is »

single flaw, or its falling short of that superhuman

standard by a hair's-breadth difference, to its final

reception. If people are likely to ask, ' Who wrote a

certain paper in the last number of ?' the Editor


