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at Fort Augustus in the Scotch Highlands in 1747, a mutiny 
broke out, in which the majority of the rank and file took part. 
Wolfe was selected to bring the regiment to reason. Our founder 
Cornwallis had to abandon his position in the regiment, to make 
way for Wolfe, who by judicious handling, the exercise of diplo­
macy, and common sense, as well as the summary execution 
of over twenty of the ringleaders, speedily suppressed the revolt, 
and brought the regiment to reason. Wolfe’s success won the 
admiration of Pitt, and resulted in his appointment to the 
command of the forces then mustering or the operations in 
America.

In 1745, Parr was present with his regiment at Fontenoy, 
and in that obstinate and terribly contested conflict, received 
his baptism of fire. In 1746, he was at Culloden with the British 
forces, under the "Butcher” Cumberland, and was there severely 
wounded. For several years in the north of Scotland, he served 
in what was then called, the pacification of the Highlands, in 
which there was no glory, and much needless cruelty. For a 
time, he was adjutant to Wolfe then in command of the 20th 
Foot, and from letters still preserved by the Parr family, appears 
to have been on intimate terms with him. In those days when 
the professional attainments of most of the officers of the Army, 
were exceedingly meagre, and the standard of morals and manners 
in the service very low, it must indeed have been a very great 
advantage to a young subaltern, to be brought into close contact, 
with so cultivated and zealous a soldier, and so broad-minded 
and honourable a gentleman as Wolfe.

With the 20th Regiment, Parr served for eleven years, in 
various garrisons abroad and, on the 4th of January 1756, he 
was promoted to the rank of Captain, and with his corps was 
ordered to the relief of Minorca. In this expedition, the prestige 
of Britain suffered severely, for it ended in the well-merited dis­
grace and execution of Admiral Byng.

In 1757, Parr was with his regiment, as part of the great exped- 
tiion under Sir John Mordaunt, fitted out to capture Rochefort


