manent Representatives, and the development of close working relations between
NATO’s civilian and military authorities. It also dealt with the constructive work of
the Council’s Committee on Civil Defence, and of those concerned with non-military
aspects of the Treaty covered by Article 2, such as over-population and social- cul-
tural and informational matters. ’

3. After taking note of Lord Ismay’s report, the Council adopted a resolution
periodically to review the Organization’s work under Article 2 of the Treaty.

4. In parallel with the Secretary-General’s report, the Council considered a
progress report prepared by the Military Committee. This report showed a great
advance in the training and effectiveness of the various national forces assigned to
the Supreme Commanders. Combined land, air and sea manoeuvres had shown a
marked improvement in co-operation between units as well as at the staff level. The
report also showed a substantial advance in the standardization of international mili-
tary procedures, notably in signals. :

5. The Council approved proposals from the Military Committee for the estab-
lishment of a Mediterranean Command, so completing the European Command struc-
ture for the defence of the North Atlantic area. Admiral Lord Mountbatten has been
appointed. : . » '

6. The Council considered the Strategic Guidance submitted to them by the
Military Committee, which took account of the accession of Greece and Turkey to
NATO. In approving it the Council re-affirmed their determination to defend all the -
territories and peoples of the North Atlantic Treaty area. . :

7. The Council also had the benefit of statements ‘from the Supreme Allied
Commander Europe, and the Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic. General Ridgway
paid tribute to the high quality of the forces under his command but emphasized
that only by a continuing increase in the forces assigned to him would he be able
to carry out his responsibilities. Consequently, there could be no relaxation; on the
contrary, every effort must be made to increase NATO armed strength as rapidly
as possible. Admiral McCormick spoke in similar vein.

8. Against this background the Council then considered the first report on the
Annual Review for 1952. They noted with satisfaction that the increase in forces
agreed to at Lisbon had been substantially achieved by the end of 1952, and that
it was planned to make further individual and collective efforts in 1953 to increase,
improve and strengthen the forces now in being. At the same time they recognized
that strong defence requires a healthy economy. .

9. For the future, the Council directed that more emphasis should be given
to increasing the effectiveness of the forces of the alliance and the units necessary
for their support rather than to the provision of greater numbers, to the extent that
resources were not available for both tasks. The Council noted the progress being
made in the co-ordination of production of defence'equipment and directed that
further study be given to this and to further standardization in this field. The Council
also welcomed the assistance given to European production by United States off-
shore procurement contracts. :

10. Agreement was reached on the ﬁnahcing of a further portion of the Infra-
structure programme for airfields, communications and jet fuel supplies, to the
amount of approximately £ 80 million.

11. During the past eight months, the Council have regularly exchanged views
and information on political problems affecting their common interests. At this
meeting the Council paid particular attention to the struggle in Indo-China, to the
European Defence Community Treaty, and to the situation in Eastern Germany. They
noted in particular that, despite the Soviet Union’s repeated declarations favouring
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