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Stephen Fienberg’s corporate York
by Doug Sounders

T here's a battle waging to turn 
York into an entirely different 
kind of university, and a major 
weapon is Stephen Fienberg.

The martial metaphor is fitting, 
since the goal of the battle — a 
money-making, big-business 
York—will involve a major mili
tary and arms industry presence 
on campus and in the university's 
balance sheets.

Fienberg is the candidate of choice for those 
who see the solution to York's financial crises 
in the private sector. And while Canadian 
universities can't become entirely private, 
profit-driven corporations like their U.S. 
counterparts — where Fienberg has spent 
most of his academic life — they can still turn 
into lucrative workshops and training cen
tres for multinationals.

For the people who see this in York's future 
— and they include our most prominent ad
ministrators and Board of Governors mem
bers — Stephen Fienberg is made to order. 
Not only does he have all the right connec
tions, he also has an unabashedly corporatist 
philosophy and first-hand experience trans
forming a university into a military-industrial 
research institution.
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Man with a mission
From the moment Fienberg arrived at York to 
become vice president of academic affairs 
last summer, the campus was abuzz with 
rumours that he was being groomed for the 
presidency. Why else, after all, would a noted 
statistician with a deanship and a chair at a 
respected American university abandon ev
erything for a suburban school in his home 
town?

Fienberg's decade of experience at 
Pittsburgh's Carnegie Mellon University 
(CMU) served as a dress rehearsal for the 
transformation of York — but at York, 
Fienberg would no longer be a mere under
study.

When he arrived as a professor of statistics
and social science n 1980, CMU faced many 
of the financial difficulties York does today: 
operating costs were quickly increasing while 
many funding sources were running dry.

By 1991 the university had undergone a 
startling transformation. CMU had discov
ered a nearly endless source of funds: the U.S. 
military. CMU is now the sixth largest defence
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