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Laurence graces her audience
By KIM ECHLIN ching other people’s children, you quest for roots in her writing.
I am sitting in Bloor Street feel the mystery of life which I Thankfully, she doesn’t say
United Church, sniffling with a think is the core of my world-view, Canadian writers need roots, bgt
cold, waiting for the main at- if you like,” she says. “I don’t discusses the problems of art in
traction of the morning — an in- know what God is, but I don’t need the broader framework of her per-
terview with Margaret Laurence. to define it now. Defining things is sonal _expression, lending even
When Laurence finally stepsupto  something I did alot when I was Canadian criticism the universal
the front she is greeted with ap- much younger.” perspective which Canlith band-
plause by the standing The minister quotes someone waggon-ridersmight consider.
congregation. From the first who called her a pessimistic The past and the muth compose
question there is an odd mélange of ~writer. Laurenceobjects. the Laurence reality. Her only
Christian problems of faith andthe ~ “I'm not pessimistic. I think you generalized comment on
cliglggd (igt;adlan edw"tg’s f‘;:' rogots g‘o‘;”: ar::ﬁ%m&%zzhb?mg Canadians throughout the in- ONE FLIGHT HIGH ONE FLIGHT HIGH =
and ldentily served up toour hungry ; tervi is that she feels the
congregation. The minister raises tremendous hope that we won’t mytt?ivg * consclousness of S6BLOOR WEST Q6BLOORWEST
thequestionof grace. destroy ourselves but I was in (Canadians is generally more TORONTO,CANADA TORONTO,CANADA
“You use in your novels the Calcutta, you know, and I have pepraic and bible-oriented than L 921-653S J 921-4633S J
word ‘grace’ very much in a never seen suffering like there — o) qqing)  When describing the
religious sense. Do you think your it will take work, not just blithe gjonificance of myth she echoes
readers can understand it in that OP!‘-ICIILHSH!-_;'h e Morag in The Diviners, who
sense?” ra Thomas escri describes the gift of the i C
Laurence speaks with her hands The Diviners the “endless, stum- rediscovered past Es “a place to DISCOVGI’ FRAN E
and directly to the audience. She bling pilgrimage of, the tribe of gtand on”.
describes characters from The man towards God.” Rev. David o . : and EU RO PE
: h ; The river which runs both .
Diviners as if they are alive, Allan, who preached a series of waye i the reality,” suggests the
maintaining they are often born in sermons on !he book used it as an Ay: ter, quoting tt,le first lines of .
a moment filled with something example of irony and the hidden, 'l'hnmeulevi;:grs Travel by train.
like grace. divining capacity everyone has for :
. “Youdon’t kno’v,v how they come understanding. lBut Laug:r;lcle 't’“Yless’,', agrees Laurence. “And Anti-inflation Student-Railpass and
T&pﬁﬁoﬁzdﬁot ih%o‘;%sﬁwﬁisé SPSRER-ih AL oomdect T8 AWONINON. Eurailpass as well as point to point =
very much. A character comes by tickets and rgsgrvahons for tra_lvebl||n
itself. Many writers say that they YI N ‘ :OUR I France and in Europe are available
have these moments. through your travel agent or our
Nobody deserves grace, you FAMOUS CHINESE FOOD Montreal or Vancouver offices.
can’t deserve it, but it happens. e
We hear her character, 10% T
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congregation the analogy of (1 block west of Bathurst; Willowdale: (e%rlsg)oggg_ré7o7. 6C 1T2
mothering real children. “As a
mother, in a sense, or even wat- R4
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