
CANADIAN COURIER.

The costume was exceedinýgly simple, but a con-
noisseur wauld ne have been deceived tliereby as
to its real value.

Before lier on the table lay a costly trifie, a gift
whioh had leen presented te lier a f ew days before
'by tlie dames of' a benevolent society cf the city.
It was in the shape of a pendant, and its heart was
a cluster of pearîs wliicli gleamied, softly from. their
bed of tender, moss-green satin. After toying witli
it several moments, as if to try its effect against the
lace of lier dress, she replaced it in its box and re-
stored it ta tlie top drawer of tlie dressing-table.

Presently lifting lier bead with that curiaus in-
stinct which warns us that a living presence is near,
Miss jane encauntered the round, wondering eyes
cf tlie street urdiin, whose presence in ber office
had so perturbed ber thoughts. At siglit of the
lady in lier gorgeous array, standing in the cen tre
of tlie softly liglited roarn, with the red glow of
the grate fiickering aver lier wonderful hair and
dress, lie clasped lis littie Ilue liands in an ecstasy
of je>'.

"Oh, my lest angel!1 My ver>' hast angel of al!
Now I have found yen! I knew yen lived in this
liouse."

If was as if a beautiful drearn, long cherished,
was coming true. The child's eyes were wonderful
as lie drank lier ini, their awner evidentl>' raking
ne cennection between the brusque, strictly-taîlored
woman of business in the outer office, and the
dream-lady witli tlie shimmering liglits in lier liair.

"I'd like ta sing y ou a piece," said tlie ohild, con-
fidinghy, as lie sidled a little nearer the glowing
grate.

Again speech f ailed tlie caustic tongue of Miss
Jane. Slie sank inta an armeliair, and the chihd
stood bravely up on the liearth-rug and put his bands
behind bis back.

'ýChristrnas time lias corne again,
Chiristmas belis are ringing;
Let us join the hohy songs
Angels now are singmng."

counter of the corner saloon. Get along there,
you littie f raudl1 If's the same stery with ail of
your kind.Y

THE child whimpered as lie dodged her upliftedTarm. She scarcely marked the course he
took, as she nervously turned the key in the lccks
of both hall doors. When she reaclied the street
the disturber of lier peace was out of sight.

The sudden transit from, the red-and-gold room
to the blue-grey nîglit was startling. Overhead
the arcli of sapphire was set.with myriads of dia-
mconds, whose liard, white points of liglit seemed
to diffuse cold rather than warmth. 'A dasli of
grey indicated the street and a streak of ligliter
grey the curbing. At the corner the street-lamp,
like the stars, seemed, to intensify the cold by
rendering visible the swirls of snow drifting down
fromn the roofs.

Miss Hallowell gathered lier furs about lier
closely as the chauffeur opened the door of the
taxicah.

"Drive rapidly 1" she commanded.
The machine backed and swerved; and as the
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With everything sleeping around me,
I looked at the stars In the heavens so

bright
And was caught by the wonder, and pawer, and

xnlght
Of the "Force" that had planned s0 vast a scheme,
Till the earth seemed dead, and life a dream

0f a strange world passing before me.

A world that seemed
A terrer fliat gi

w1th a deaG1Y fesar,-
and tare me,

Ad the dawn was near,
a day so drear,
and I cried aloud,

ibllng and cowed
,ssed before me.

Spre-hIstorio age
&round me

designated as "bis last angel," liad failed him
Boysie's outlook an life was one of utter de-
spondency, as if *he liad just discovered that the
last of that beautiful order of beings had died out.

"Chiristmas time lias corne again,
Cliristmas bells are ringing-"

As Miss Hallowell repeated the words slie won-
dered what pleasure Chiristrnas liad ever brouglit
to Boysie that lie sang of it sa enthusiastically.
Bah 1 Wliat was Chiristmas anyway but a big- farce,
a time wlien people wheedled things out of you, and
no one could le surprised with a gift, their only
surprise being wlien the gift was nat as large as
tliey anticipated.

"I don't ýthink I-I can talk to-niglit," she said,
unsteadily, as she was met in tlie reception-room
by tlie cliairman. "I f eel quite upset.",

The chairman looked at lier dubiausly. Certainly
lie had neyer lçnown Miss Haillwell ta, be afflicted
with "nerves."'

"Very cold-very cold niglit, indeed 1" F~or 'Miss
Jane was shivering visibly. "You will be ahl riglit
when you get warm."

"Perhaps," she replied, and made a masterful
effort ta think clearly and continuously on the sub-
ject iii hand.

"It is no use 1" she exclaimed, in agitation. '"I
must dio sometliing first. Send jimmy ta me."

Almost immediateiy the boy in question stood
before lier. He was a favourite with Miss Hallo-
we]l, higli in lier confidence and thoroughly trusted.

"Jimmy," she înstructed, hurriedly, "take this key
and unlock the deors of my rootns. Then go, find
two people sitting on a step a couple of doors away.
Tell them to go ini and warmn tliemselves. Tell
them to, get so hot that they glow ail over. No, no
questions necessary. 1 do nat even know tlieir
names. Only, jimmy, isn't ita bitter niglit for
little bare finigers-and toes?"

jimmy took the keys hesitatingly, but hurried
away, as it was part of his creed ta obey his Miss
jane.

"I amn ready now," she reported, tranquilly, as
the cliairman again came into the roomn. 'It is
because I arn no longer a walking lie," slie added
to herseif.

It eut ber to the heart tliat she sliould have failed
in so small a thing. She liad only been called upon
te warrn a baby's f eet. And she had been founâ
wanting-she who liad said s0 mucli, sa very much,
about the strangers cf t-he city wliom no person

talk was
that even

led away,


