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the mail packet rocked in bis wake.
Ineide five minutes the pack of grey

dog-like things burst from the bluffs
outo the lake te three hundred yards
belud. Rochaine sighted over the
snows iuto them and saw four feet
flip upward as he pressed the trigger.
Again he turned the trick, and yet
again. The pack stopped an Instant
and jumped on the fallen, while ite
constable -ran after the toboggan.

The heavy breatbing of the three
men and five 'huskies cast a white
smoke in the air. They were going
at top speed. Kasba's village was
stIll two miles away and dark was
gathering. Twiýce mare Mikel re-
peaited bis manoeuvre of facirg Vihe
pack, and each time the outflt gained
a few hunýdred yards before the wolves
got close again. The pack dld net like
thls medicine. In the brains of its
members was the acme of cunuiuig,
and when a dezen were 'siain, the olii
dog-wolf leaders grew wiser. The men
lu -charge of the mail packet saw them
scatter to the flanking spruce aud edgè
up iu a skulking line whioh closed
in ito a haîr-circle, broke, and reformed
again to the raittle cf Rochaiue's rifle.
The eutflt was .praeticafly breaking its
waythrough the animais.

"W'at you t'ink?" panted Mikel, as
ho spurted alongside Polleaux Pangue.
"Mak' de barricade of de toboggan an'
figbjt It out?"

"Too mauy grey devils," couns-elled
Polleaux. 'ýKeep runuing te Kasba's."

About them Vihe weird-volced, seml-
circle shlfted and ýchauged, always
keeplng pace with the team. 'Me
spruce grew darker, -tili the wolves
were uearly bidden. Now they crept
lu very close, and Rochaine shot with
violons haste, semetimes half-empty-
ing lis magazine. The light was bad
for sIgliting, but eften a snarl of pain
told Mîkel ithat he had got another.
The distance to ithe mouth of -thýe Slave
lessened to a mile and a half, and then
to a mile and a quarter, but quarter-
miles in the North are long, especially
when desth Is dogging the runuiug.
Ahead of the huskies Silver Stream
stuck valiantly to the trail from which
the wolves seemed itrytng to force hlm
out on the open lake. So darkit was
th.at lie could see only the loom of the
track, yet 'wlthout apparent effort bits
feet found the împrInts cf Ithose who
had passed before. Ail at once lie
missed them. Ris snowshoes struck
the unmarred crust, aud lie halted lu
uncertaluty.

"Do these men fly?" he called back
to the others. "*Their -trail ends here."

"De wolves end dem, mobbe," haz-
arded Rochalue.

A laugh sounded lu the spruce trees
above.

"OGh, I don't know about that!" e4-
clalmed a familiar volce.

T H E -three wlth the' mail packet
looked up at the commotion lu
the branches, aud lu a moment

the Calvick brothers swung dlowu be-
side thera. Rochaine regarded thein
eugplelouely. They were armed like
imaenlf, witl repeaters, aud the
pookets of th,&ir red aud blue mack-
in&w coats bulgod wlthecartridges.

-W'at you doin' oop dere?" de-
mauded Milkel.

"Weil," drawled Dease, "We thouglit
It lglt be a botter Place to meet
these bowllu' brutes tean ou 'the
grouind. Youl see we didn't expect
lielp. Though we're mighty glad you
happeued alongl"

Rochaixie kuew Dease Oalvlck lied,
but be checked the temptatiOn te tell
hilm so.

1You bet,"1 seouded Cory. "Itfs no
speclalI fun sittîn' straddle o! a spruce

11mb lu thle trost allibt aud taku'
pot shots at them itimber bieaes."

Witih Vie hait; e! the packet, tho
wolvies drew lii. ShadowY spectres,
they brok 'frein -the spruce li 'a
,charge, i>ut they metthe'flre of'three
rifles instead of one, anid the deadi-

ess of the volley took thein by sur#
Prise. Tliey 'turned again and sluuk
fer shelter. Each man lhad kllled ýtwo,
and, wheatever their otiher shox'tcoin-
ixigp, Roolinle blessed the Celvicl
brqtbe'rs for, their go-od markmauship
lu the peor 1Ukht.

"Reclon they knew thelr distance

now," chuckled, Dease, refllling his
magazine.

"T1hey sure do," exulted Cory.
"Three repeaters can get thein as fast
as they ýshow themselves. God be
k'iud ýto the fellcw who invented re-
peaters! '

"Were you be goin'?" asked Mikel,
uncertain as ýto the brothers' inten-
tiýons.

"Who? Us? Oh, out to our -traps!
We have a line across from the Slave's
mouth to Lake Clair. We'11 camp witb
Kasba for the ulght. Where you
makin' camp?"

"Xasba's! " answered Rechaine, with
the feeling of a baited. man.

"Better be gettin' on ithen," slug-
gested. Cory. "We've over a mlle -to
go, and lt's thunderlu' ýdark."

"«Go ou, ýSîlver Stream," ordored Ro-
chaine.

The mail packet swymug away from
the spruce bluffs along a level marsh
and peluted for the Chippewyan vil-
lage. The wolves stuck half-heartedly
to the chase itîl ithe outflt neared ithe
village. Twice th-ey were close be-
hind, but the thre rifles played havoc
with them, aud with disappointed wail-
Ings Vie pack dispersed southward
over Athabasca.

Yet though rld o! one danger, Ro-
chaine feIt thsit lie faced another. He
had lis mlsigivlugs as lie entered
Kasiba's village lu company witth the
Oalvlcks. He could not, get rld of the
Mdes, that the brothers had desigus ou
the mail packet. They had not been
ont te their liue of traps for a monte,
aud Vhis sudden journey mast before
nightfall and ithrougi -the heart of a
blizzard lookeýd suspicious. Kasba and
bis Chippewyau tribesmen welcomed
the travellers with some ceremony.

P RIVATE ROCHAINE slept un-
easily. He lay with Vie mail
packet beside hlm and with bis

rifle withlu reach. Three times lie
weikened aud gazed at the recumbent
forms cf the Calvick brothers wlio lay
on the other side of the topoe acros
its central fire-pit. Hle had bis dcubts
as to the sounduess of itheir preteuded
sloop, but Viose doubts seemed fooish,
for morulng came and nothIng unto-
ward had happened. At three o'clock
lie was awake and maklug ready for
a stant.

ýHis movemeuts awokýe Cory Cal-
vick, and the latter rolled over lu his
,blankets aud raised himself on bis
elbow.

"You're au early bird, Rochaine," lie
yawued. "Thluk we'd better start itee,
Dease ?"

"Blazes, no!" exclalmed Dease,
awakeulng and stretchlng. "lIt's only
the middile of the n4glit yet. It's al
rlght fer you, Rochalue. You've a
long trail aliead of you."

'ýOul,"1 uodded Mikel. «I can't býe
waste auy tlme."

The attitude o! the broters puz-
zled him. He could net 'understaud
their sudiden frieudship sud meekness,
for lie kuew itheir loberent lawless-
ness. He had looked fer a flgbt lu te
nligbt. It hadu't coins. Thatt should
have been au agreeable disappolut-
ment, but it wasn't. The Calvlýcks
had falled te show thelr baud. Mikel
would, much rather have seen their
cards. Stili hie face was imperturb-
able as lie swahlowed a hasty break-
fasit, gave Kasba aud 'lis chie! mnu a
present cf to>baoo, and passed out ou
the trail. Silver Streamn was already
off lu front. PelleauX P'angue slwunlg
bis whip, and tee vacket headed uortli
te Forth Smith.

Witei smlling unconeer Vie Càlvlck
bro'thers watshed It go. Rochalue r-
memibered, their smirva, end instinc-
,tively lie kuew ehat there was soxue
hldden thlng benewth Viese si4ulrks.
Every rod of the jouruey he fretted
ever tereason for the CalviCk$' ease
and confidence, aud teu miles uorth-
Ward ou Vue, Slave Rlve'r's breagit be
stumbled, lterally stuinbled, upon. Vie
reasoa. For, there he caught hii snow-
shoe lu a snow-covered fragment o!
drlftwood frozen lu the ice and pltched
forward ou lis face agaluet the rear
o! tee toboggan, The weight o! his
body and Vihe momentumi e! his fall
broke the packet fren lIts lahigs ou
the tail of the load.
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There 's Good Cheer in Every Bottie


